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Israeli products discovered 
in Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH (AFP) - Israeli goods imponed from other 
Arab stares have been found in Saudi Arabia, which 
maintains a strict boycott against products from the 
Jewish state Riyadh s chamber of commerce said 
Sfonday- Chamber President Abdul Rahman Al 
JttFaissi condemned the fact that “other Arab states 
helped the importation of Israeli products into the 
jBflgdom-. through intermediaries and under fake 
names ” Juraissi called on Saudi citizens and busi- 
nessmen to be “vigilant” and inform the authorities if 
they came across -Israeli goods. Oman and Qatar are 
the only two Gulf countries to have Israeli trade mis- 
sions, although they do not have diplomatic ties with 
the Jewish state. 
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Syria, UAE to take part 
in Babylon festival 

DUBAI lAFP) — Syria and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are to take pah for the first rime ever in the annu- 
al Babylon Cultural Festival opening in Iraq on Tues- 
day. officials said. Song and dance troupes from 32 
countries have signed up for the 10-day festival to be 
held in Babylon. 100 kilometres south of hens. Culture 
Minister Houmam Abdul Ghafoor said in remarks pub- 
lished Monday. Ties are frozen between the UAE and 
Iraq and Syria and Iraq broke off relations in 1980. Syria 
was a member of the U.S.-led multi-national coalition 
which drove Iraqi troops from Kuwait in February 1991 
but there has been a thaw between Baghdad and Dam- 
ascus in recent years. The Babylon festival was 
launched in 1987 but was called off in 1990 and 1991 
because of the Gulf crisis caused by Iraq's invasion of 
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Clinton’s testimony released 

From Amman to Johannesburg viewers 
disapprove of Clinton’s public ordeal 


LONDON (AP) — Watching 
Bill Clinton in the videotaped 
deposition on TV in a west 
London pub Monday, Tony 
Chadeswortb said be already 
knew more than he wanted to 
Jcdow about the U.S. presi- 
dent's sex life. 

~I don’t need to be seeing 
tins," said Charlesworth, a 
31-year-old London busi- 
nessman. 'They should only 
show it to people who need to 
see it They're just humiliat- 
ing him.” 

From Jordan 10 Johannes- 
burg, many people who 
watched Clinton's televised 
grilling by special counsel 
lawyers seemed to share a 
similar opinion. Some view- 
ers said they felt sorry for 
Clinton. Many agreed die 
tape never should have been 
made public. 

In Jordan, many were glued 
to television sets in coffee 
houses and at homes watch- 
ing the testimony on Cable 
News Network. 

“I disapprove of broadcast- 
ing the tape because I think it 
is purely an attack on the 
Democrats and it will not 
serve any good for die United 
States of America,'' said pub- 
lisher Usama Sha’shaa. 

In London, Sky TV showed 
the entire deposition as it was 
broadcast in die United 
States : Cbadesworth , watch: 
tog with colleagues in the Sir 
Christopher Hatton pub. said 
^thought Clinton did as 
well as he could with the 
probing, embarrassing ques- 
tions. 

Tie seems like an ordinary 
man hying to keep his wife 
and kid from hearing the 
bets,” Charlesworth said. ’ 

In Italy, Clinton's testimony 
was broadcast on two chan- 
nels— one private, one pub- 
lic — with Italian voiceover.. 

“Everything they’re doing 
is ridiculous,'' said Andrea 
Amedeo, 19, a student in 
Rome. “He's the leader of 
America and the world. ... 


L^ave him in peace to worry 
about the real problems.” 

In Hong Kong, where 
passers-by watched on a 
screen at a shopping mall, 
Usa Wong said she “sup- 
posed most people would lie 
to keep such an affair secret” 

In Lebanon, the private 
Lebanese Broadcasting Corp. 
appeared to be the only sta- 
tion in the Middle East carry- 
ing the simultaneous broad- 
cast. 

In Greece, the tape was 
broadcast with simultaneous 
Greek, translation. 

Giorgos Dedemadis, a 42- 
y ear-old mathematics 
teacher, contrasted the 
grilling of Clinton about 
Lewinsky to the affair 
between the late Premier 
Andreas Papandreou and a 
much younger woman, 
whom he married in 1989. 

"They say the United States 
is a mature democracy and a 
serious country and you have 
a spectacle life this," Dede- 
madis said. “At least in 
Greece we were sophisticat- 
ed enough to separate a 
leader's private and public 
lives. It's clear Clinton’s 
political opponents are just 
out to get him. It’s sad.” 

Swiss German Television 
showed the video on its sec- 
ond channel for over an hour, 
with a voiceover by a Ger- 
man-language interpreter. 

The right-of-centre watch- 
dog Swiss Television and 
Radio Association said; “We 
cannot see what possible 
information the Swiss public 
could get out of this broad- 
cast beyond pure 
voyeurism.” 

In downtown Amsterdam, 
45-year-old barkeep Ruud 
Knapp watched from Ins post 
at the Cafe Kalkhover. 

“It’s a soap, it's just about 
private sexual relationships, 
it’s crazy,” he said. “It’s very 
sad for the man. It’s embar- 
rassing. He's not strong any- 
more.” 



This photograph taken from CNN television on Monday shows U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton testifying in the Map Room at the White House in Washington, D.C 17 August on 
videotape before Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr's grand fury investigating the 
White House sex-and-lies investigation case. The more than four hours of videotape and 
2£00 pages of testimony containing details of Clinton's affair with Lewinsky are being 
released to the general public (AFP photo) 

Clinton stone-faced on definition of sex 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A stone-faced 
President Bill Clinton stared down J lis 
questioners after asserting in testimony 
televised Monday that “oral sex” could not 
be considered a form of “sexual relations.” 
Asked whether “oral sex performed on 
you” was within the definition of sexual 
relations in the Paula Jones sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit against him, Clinton replied: 
“As I understood it was not.” 

A thick silence in the White House Map 
Room followed his reply as Clinton glow- 
ered back at his questioners and at the cam- 
era beaming the tense exchange to jurors in 
another building in Washington. 

Clinton's assertion that he did not have 
sexual relations with a former White House 
intern, as “sexual relations” was narrowly 
defined by a judge, is at die crux of his 
defence against potentially impeachable 
accusations. *■ 


A prosecutor broke the silence, launching 
a battery of questions ar Clinton about 
whether Lewinsky would be lying if she 
testified that she and the president had var- 
ious kinds of contact “in the Oval Office 
area.” 

Asked whether she would be lying if she 
said Clinton touched her breasts, Clinton 
referred back to his previous statement in 
which he denied having had sexual rela- 
tions with Lewinsky under the Jones defin- 
ition. 

To identical questions about whether 
Clinton "kissed her breasts,” “touched her 
genitals" or if the two had phone sex. Clin- 
ton referred back to the earlier statement. 

But asked “if Monica Lewinsky says that 
you used a cigar as a sexual aid with her,” 
Clinton briefly looked horrified, his eyes 
widening then narrowing, then referred 
back to his former statement. 


Netanyahu threatens annexation; 
PNA calls it declaration of war 


Agencies 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on Mon- 
day said he did not rale annex- 
ing most of the West Bank if a 
Palestinian state was declared, 
in comments described as a 
“declaration of war” by the 
Palestinians. 

Any unilateral declaration of 
a Palestinian state would 
“annul the [Oslo] accords” giv- 
ing the Palestinians five years 
of autonomy over parts of the 
West Bank, Netanyahu said in 
an interview with Israeli state 
radio. 

“Nothing will stop us from 
proclaiming the land under our 
control [Israeli] and which in 
any case is not populated by 
Arabs," he said. 

The PNA created in May 
1 994, controls partially or com- 
pletely about 60 per cent of the 
Gaza Snip and 27 per cent of 
the West Bank. 

Palestinian negotiator Hassan 
Asfour branded Netanyahu’s 
comments “a declaration of 
aggression and war.” 

Netanyahu “'wants to end the 
political efforts aimed at find- 
ing a peaceful solution to the 
conflict, to bring us back to the 
time when we were split by 
war,” he told AFP. 

The negotiations for further 
Israeli withdrawals from the 
West Bank have been stalled 
for about 18 months over die 
scale of the pullbacks. 
Netanyahu said he will not 
give the Palestinians more than 
40 percent of the WesrBank. 

The staBffl talks have pre- 
vented any negotiations on the 
status of the Palestinian territo- 
ry after the period of autonomy 
ends in May next year. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has repeatedly said he 
wants to declare a Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as iis capi- 
tal, when this deadline is 
reached. But Israel has warned 
it will not tolerate such a move. 

Netanyahu said the only 
acceptable agreement would be 
one that “leaves in our hands 
the space and die means to 
defend against any violation of 
the accord.” 

“We have sensibly reduced 


Israeli nuclear programme 
kicks off IAEA talks 

VIENNA (AFP) — The International Atomic Energy Associa- 
tion (IAEA) began its general assembly here Monday, with 
Israel's secretive nuclear programme to be examined for tire first 
time. 

“The IAEA’s mandate and tasks remain vital for maintaining 
world peace, for preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons 
and for ensuring the peaceful and safe use of nudear technology 
for sustainable development,” said UN. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan, in a message to the assembly. 

•This session of the general conference takes place against the 
backdrop of a most regrettable setback is hitherto successful 
global efforts to prevent the proliferation of nudear weapons. 

“We must reaffirm our course of action: no nudear tests, no 
new weaponisation or deployment of nuclear weapons, a work- 
ing system of global and regional security and nuclear disarma- 
ment at the earliest possible date,” Annan said. 

Arab countries pressured the IAEA to use this week-long 
assembly to examine the Israeli nuclear capacity. 

The nudear programmes of Iraq, North Korea, India and Pak- 
istan will also come under the microscope here. 

Israel has never officially admitted that it possesses nuclear 
weapons though experts credit it with between 100 and 200 war- 
heads capable of being fitted to ballistic missiles. 

For more than 30 years Israel has had a nuclear plant capable of 
producing plutonium for manufacturing nuclear bombs. 

Nuclear tests conducted by India and Pakistan in May will also 
be a major discussion point during the week as will weapons 
inspections in Iraq. 

New U.S. Energy Secretary Bill Richardson will take part in die 
assembly for the first time and is expected to hold talks with his 
Russian counterpart Yevgeny Adamov on the sidelines of the 
meeting. 

The pair will focus on inspections of plutonium due to be with- 
drawn from military programmes within two years from 2000. 


the scale of the withdrawals, 
from the 90 per cent demanded 
by the Palestinians to 40 per 
cent” he said. “We must reach 
an agreement that is not found- 
ed entirety on the promises of 
one man [Arafat}. We cannot, 
base the fixture of a people, tire 
Israeli stale that has fought fix' ! 
4,000j years for its place in the 
sun, on die promises of one 
man,” the Israeli premier said. . 

Asfijr said “experience has 
shown that Arafat is a states- 
man, that he has kept his word 1 
and has respected the oNiga- ! 
tions he has signed.” 

“It is Netanyahu himself who 
constitutes a danger to the 
peace and security of the 
Israelis and Palestinians and 
also the whole region,” be said. ■' 
‘The Israelis should know 1 
that they must not put tbeir 
future and hopes for living in 


peace in the hands of a man as 
dangerous as him,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Arafat tele- 
phoned Netanyahu to wish him 
a happy Jewish New Year, the 
Palestinian news agency 
WAFA reported Monday. 

Jews began celebrating Rosh 
Hashana, the new year; on Sun- 
day night with prayers, outings 
and festive meals. The holiday 
will end at sunset on Tuesday. 

“President Arafat congratu- 
lated Israel's leaders 00 fee 
Hebrew new year and die Jew- 
ish festival” WAFA repotted. 

The agency said Arafat also 
telephoned other leading 
Israelis including President 
Ezer Weizman, former Prime 
Minister Shimon Pares, opposi- 
tion Labour Ratty leader Ehud 
Barak and Leah Rabin, the wife 
of slain Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 
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Iran adds airpower on Afghan 
Richar c d S border, marks war with Iraq 

visits Si Join'’ ? 


a TEHRAN (R) — Iran added 
airborne firepower to a huge 
mfliiay build-up on the border 
with Afghanistan on Monday 
and readied commemoratioas 
jifttf of the start of an eight-year war 
with Iraq nearly two dec ades 

W' ®8f 

£» As preparations for border 
jjftt manoeuvres continued, For- 
rtls rign Minister Kamal Kharrazi 
' cS ,t ■ sad Iran would seek a political 
solution to its crisis with the 
yi e Afghan TaJeban at a multilater- 
^ c al meeting called by U X Sec- 
\ refcsy General Kofi Annan in 
■ of, New York on Monday. 

Army helicopter pilots kissed 
^ Koran before taking off 
[( j from bases in central Kerman 
**1 Isfahan provinces to join a 
force sad by Iranian authorities 
to number 200,000 army troops 
jt and 70,000 Revolutionary 
[JO** Guards poised to launch war 
„ games on the tense Afghan bor- 

iff “We are sending a number of 

tf * bdkx^xos from... bases of the 
jitf* Islamic republic’s army avia- 
ik)a to the area of Zolfaqar-2 
manoeuvres,” Farhad Hami- 
ri'Jj dinia, deputy commander of 
III \ anny aviation, said on state 
r\ '. television. 

f* He did not say how many 
ith . t - kEcoptere were joining foe 
t 1 toaki-up, but described the 
■ill number as ‘Very large.” The 
Tfr. ‘^vision showed scores of 
kfaopters taking off for foe 
> “onheastem border. 

exercises are named Zol- 
Y ^Rafter the sword of All the 
4 / 1 7 1 cou ®n of Prophet Mohammad 
vi 1 ’". an 4_ foe first Imam of the 
in x ' s Suites, foe Muslim tradition 


predominant in Iran. 

Afghanistan is ruled by the 
Sunni Muslim Taleban militia 
which has been locked in a war 
of words with Iran over the 
deaths of Iranian diplomats and 
a journalist caught up in fac- 
tional fighting in northern 
Afghanistan six weeks ago. 

As forces massed on Iran’s 
rugged eastern border, foe 
country prepared to mark die 
18th anniversary of an attack 
by its western neighbour Iraq, 
which sparked an eight-year 
war in which up to a million 
people were killed and wound- 
ed. 

On Sept22, 1980, border 
skirmishes erupted into a full- 
scale Iraqi troop invasion and 
Iraqi warplanes attacked 
Tehran’s Mehrabad Interna- 
tional Airport, which is used far 
both civilian and military avia- 
tion. 

Air raid alarms are due to 
sound throughout foe country 
on Tuesday marking foe start of 
“Sacred Defence Week.” 

In New York, Kharrazi said 
Monday’s meeting with foe 
foreign ministers of foe United 
Stares, Pakistan. China, Tajik- 
istan, Uzbekistan and Turk- 
menistan was a good opportu- 
nity for Iran to follow its poli- 
cies and to seek a political solu- 
tion to foe crisis in Afghanistan. 

Kharrazi was also quoted by 
Iranian television as saying foaf 
Iran reserved foe right to use 
any means to safeguard its 
natio nal interests and rights. 

He reiterated Tehran’s 
demand foal the Tafeban return 
the bodies of rwo Iranian diplo- 


mats and free dozens of 
detained Iranians. Kharrazi 
also said the Taleban must 
arrest and extradite those 
responsible tor the killing of 
the Iranians whose bodies were 
flown home a week ago. 

Iran’s command headquar- 
ters said on Monday the armed 
forces woe ready “to thwart 
the conspiracies of global arro- 
gance," the official news 
agency IRNA reported. 

Ir accused “gkfoal arrogance” 
— a term usually applied to foe 
United Stares and other West- 
ern powers — of instigating 
and supporting *lhe barbaric 
Talehan militia in Afghanistan. 

‘The powerful armed forces 
of foe Islamic republic follow 
the enemies’ moves closely and 
are on alert to act on foe order 
of their supreme leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, to defend 
the nation’s rights and to repel 
any aggressions,” IRNA said. 

Units of Iran's half-milUon- 
strong armed forces would 
march throughout foe country 
on Friday as pan of “Sacred 
Defence Week,” foe agency 
said. 

Forces including foe Revolu- 
tionary Guards and the regular 
aimed forces as well as police 
and Basij volunteer militia are 
to display their latest military 
hardware. 

In Tehran, the parade will be 
held at Azadi (Freedom) 
Square, focal point of all large 
gatherings after the 1979 revo- 
lution, in the presence of high- 
ranking military and civilian 
officials, IRNA added. 


Senior 
Palestinian 
official’s car 
blownup 

GAZA CITY /AFP) — A 
high-ranking Palestinian 
official's car was blown-up 
in what may have been a 
dispute within the Palestin- 
ian National Authority gov- 
ernment. Palestinian sources 
said Monday. 

The parked car belonging 
to General Ahmed Al Qidwa 
was blown-up before dawn 
in the Tal Al Hawa quarter 
on Thursday. No one was 
injured in foie blast 
Qidwa, also known as 
Hajj Mutlaq, is a distant 
cousin of Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and is in 
charge of the Palestinian 
Olympic Committee and 
issues relating to promo- 
tions within the security 
forces. 

The cause of the explosion 
remains unknown. Several 
eyewitnesses have suggest- 
ed it was a bomb, while oth- 
ers said it was an arson 
attack that resulted in the 
petrol tank exploding. Oth- 
ers have said it was a 
grenade attack. 

Palestinian security forces 
have refused to comment, 
but sources say the explo- 
sion may have been the 
result of a dispute over pro- 
motions within the security 
forces. 

The sources ruled out that 
the attack could have come 
from Palestinian opposition 
groups such as Hamas. 


Instructions for viewing the web site 
of His Majesty King Hussein I 
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http://www,kinghussein.gov,jo 

* The web site of His Majesty King Hussein I was designed and produced using the 
latest technologies available on the Internet 

■ Web site statistics indicate that there are over 400,000 hits generated by visitors 
to the web site in the last two days alone. Keeping In mind that the site is. not being 
officially promoted ontside Jordan nor on the promotional engines available on the 
web. 

• King Hussein’s web site will be advertised and promoted in several phases. The 

first step was to introduce it to the Jordanian people. This will be followed by a com- 
prehensive plan to market the web site to the world. 


Get the required software 

* For optimal viewing of 
the site, the visitor must 
use either Netscape Com- 
municator 4.04, or better, 
or Microsoft Explorer 
4.01, or better. Any person 
having difficulty viewing 
the site should follow any 
of the following instruc- 
tions: 

a) Download the required 
software from the Internet. 
These are available at 
www.netscape.com or 
www.microsoft.com. 

These are all free of 
charge. 

OR 

b) Contact your Interact 
Service Provider (ISP) and 
ask them to supply you 
with the required software. 

Screen settings 

• The optimal and stan- 
dard screen settings for 
your computer should be 
800x600. If items on the 
web site appear large and 
there are scrolling bans, 
you will need to reset your 
screen settings to 800x600. 
To do that use the follow- 
ing instructions:- 

1. Go to the “Start” menu 
of your operating system 
(Windows 95 ). 

2. Go to the “Settings” 
option and choose “Con- 
trol Panel.” 

3. Go to the “Display” 
section and choose “Set- 
tings.” 


4. Change your screen 
settings to 800x600. 

• If the colours of your 
screen don’t appear to be 
clear or the photos are not 
sharp, follow the instruc- 


tions ( 1-4 above) and then 
change the colour settings 
to “High” or “True” colour. 

Fonts 

If you find the font on the 


web site small, you can 
enlarge it as follows:- 
One) For Netscape users, 
go to View/Increase Foul 
T wo) For Explorer users, 
go to View/Fonts. 



2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 22, 1998 



Turks powerless to stop 
missile shipments — minister 


ANKARA CR) — An 
international agreement pre- 
vents Turkey from stopping 
Russian-made S-300 mis- 
siles being shipped to 
Cyprus through the Bospho- 
rus and Dardanelles straits, 
the shipping minister said 
on Monday. 

"We have no authority to 
do anything about the S- 
300s... Under the Montreux 
Convention, any ship under 


any flag carrying any cargo 
has the right to pass," 
B urban Kara told reporters. 

The internationally-recog- 
nised Greek Cypriot-led 
government in Cyprus is 
expected to take delivery of 
the anti-aircraft missile sys- 
tem in November. 

Turkey says the missiles 
are a threat to it and to the 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state in northern Cyprus and 


has said it might use force to 
prevent their deployment. 

Turkish authorities have 
stopped and searched two 
vessels passing through the 
Bosphorus on suspicion of 
carrying the missile system. 
Both vessels were later 
released. 

In June, the Foreign Min- 
istry ordered customs offi- 
cials to release one halted 
cargo ship, citing the 1936 


Montreux Convention 
which guarantees free pas- 
sage to all vessels. 

Kara said a $40- million 
radar system to help regu- 
late traffic through the con- 
gested straits would be in 
operation by the end of 
1999. 

In 1997, more than 50,000 
vessels used the straits link- 
ing the Black Sea with the 
Mediterranean. 


Morocco 

bans 

rights 

raily 

against 


RABAT (R) — Moroccan 
authorities on Monday 
banned a rally in solidarity 
with human rights activists 
and political prisoners in 
neighbouring Tunisia. Moroc- 
can human right activists said. 

The Rabat-based Bar Asso- 
ciation and the Moroccan 
Human Rights Association 
( AMDH) haci invited lawyers 
and activists horn Europe, the 
United Stales and Arab coun- 
tries to attend a meeting to 
discuss the situation in 
Tunisia. 

‘The authorities have 
informed us that we could not 
hold a meeting about human- 
itarian matters in Tunisia," a 
spokesman for the bar associ- 
ation told Reuters. 

Police and intelligence 
security officers blocked afl 
roads leading to the Bar Asso- 
ciation near the centre of the 
capita] where the meeting was 
due to take place, a spokes- 
woman for the Moroccan 
Human Rights Association 
said 

Participants were due to 
gather outside parliament and 
march to the Tunisian 
embassy to deliver a letter of 
protest to Tunisian President 
Zine Al Abidine Benali. 

“The letter deals with viola- 
tions of human rights and 
freedom of speech in Ttinisia 
in general, and the case of 
lawyer Khemais Ksila in par- 
ticular." Ahmed Benjelloun. a 
lawyer and human rights 
activist told Reuters. 

Ksila was sentenced in Sep- 
tember 1997 to three years in 
jail because “he insulted the 
Tunisian political regime the 
authorities had said at die 
time. 

His wife was expected to 
address the Rabat meeting 
over the deteriorating health 
conditions of her husband 
Benjelloun added 

Interior ministry officials 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 


Israel ‘tested nuclear 
bombs’ before 1967 war 


By Christopher Walker 

ON THE eve of the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. Israel turned its 
nuclear capability into two 
crude but deliverable nuclear 
weapons, according to a politi- 
cally explosive new book tree- 
ing its still-unadmitted growth 
as a nuclear power 

Efforts by the government of 
Benyamin Netanyahu to pre- 
vail publication of “Israel and 
the Bomb," by Avner Cohen, 
an Israeli exile, or at least have 
it subjected to mflitary censor- 
ship. have failed It is due to be 
published next month by 
Columbia University Press. 

Leaks have caused embar- 
rassment to Israel on the eve of 
the UNI. General Assembly in 
New York, where Netanyahu 
will be lobbying to prevent 
nuclear materials and expertise, 
especially Russian, from reach- 
ing Israel's Islamic enemies. 

Quoting the bode, the Tel 
Aviv newspaper Haaretz dis- 
closed “At die time of the 
[1967] war, Israel had in its 


arsenal two improvised atomic 
bombs. It was then engaged in 
developing the Jericho missile, 
with its capacity for carrying a 
nuclear warhead 

“The first test of the missile 
in 1965 proved to be a failure, 
but a second try, in March 
1966, succeeded But the mis- 
sile was not yet considered 
operational in June 1967 when 
die war broke out Neverthe- 
less, some elements in the 
defence establishment were in 
favour of conducting a nuclear 
bomb test in order to deter the 
Arabs." 

Cohen, a senior research fel- 
low at the National Security 
Archive at America's George 
Washington University, said 
Levi EshkoL, then prime minis- 
ter, vetoed the idea, fearing 
international repercussions. 

The new book, based on 10 
years of research, claimed that 
one Israeli official who 
favoured the test option was 
Shimon Roes, die former 
Labour prime minister and 
Nobel laureate. 


Because Cobea who lives 
near Washington, never signed 
the Official Secrets Act and 
claims to have only used pub- 
lished material, he rejects 
claims that he is a modem ver- 
sion of Moidechai Vanunu, 
now serving 18 years forgiving 
Israeli nuclear secrets to The 
Sunday Times in 1986. 

‘1 vigorously reject the com- 
parison," Cohen said “My 
book is a weak of legitimate 
academic research. It reveals 
no state secrets. Anybody who 
says I am Vanumi's twin is act- 
ing out of evil impulses, igno- 
rance. provocation, or all three 
together." 

The book, which traces 
Israel's growth as a nuclear 
power between 1950 and 1970, 
discloses a serious U.S. intelli- 
gence lapse in the late 1950s 
when, for three years, it faded 
to recognise that the complex 
being built in the southern 
Negev desert town of Dimona 
was a nuclear facility. 

— The Times of London 


Draft regulations governing public- 
sector physicians completed 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

AMMAN — A “mini” commit- 
tee has finalised drafting regula- 
tions on ways to bridge the gap 
between incentives and pen- 
sions offered to Health Ministry 
physicians and their counter- 
parts working in other public 
sector hospitals. 

The seven-member technical 
committee, formed by the 
Health Ministry late last year, 
recently finalised the draft and 
will refer it to a 60-member 
committee for the final say. 

Hie committee will then send 
the draft regulations to the Jor- 
dan Medical Association for its 
stamp of approval. The regula- 
tions will take effect after 
receiving Health Minisuy 
endorsement, according to 
Bassem Kiswani. JMA rappor- 
teur who is also coordinating the 
work of the two committees. 

Health Minisuy doctors have 
been complaining for years that 
their counterparts at the army- 


run Royal Medical Sendees and 
at Jordan University Hospital 
receive much better incentives 
and pensions. These discrepan- 
cies, a simmering point for 
decades, led public physicians 
to stage protests in 1989. 

“Donors are also asking for 
permission to work in private 
clinics after their official work- 
ing hours end." Kiswani told the 
Jordan Times. 

“But that has to be based on 
special regulations to organise 
the operation." he added. 

Kiswani said a specialist at 
Jordan University Hospital 
could earn JD28.000 in extra 
income over six months from 
after-hours work. 

A Health Ministry doctor does 
not earn more than JD200 in 
overtime allowances, while a 
specialist at Jordan University 
Hospital can make much more 
from working overtime. 

According to rules in place 
since 1965, Health Ministry 
doctors are barred from opening 


private clinics and from taking 
part-time jobs after their official 
working hours end. 

The rule was prompted by 
efforts to achieve equality 
between ministry doctors, who 
were allowed to weak in the pri- 
vate sector after their working 
hours ended, and army doctors, 
who were prohibited from pri- 
vate work. 

“Doctors want die govern- 
ment to establish equanimity in 
the allowances and to raise their 
basic salary by 30 per cent." 
Kiswani said. 

Drawing comparisons. 
Kiswani said that in 1977. a spe- 
cialist appointed by the Health 
Ministry received a basic salary 
of JD490 a month, compared to 
JD440in 1998. 

Health Ministry doctors are 
also demanding dm their pen- 
sions be raised by two-thirds 
calculated on the basic salary, 
especially since allowances are 
excluded from the pension, 
according to Kiswani. 


LEBANESE AUDIENCE FOR CLINTON: Lebanese men in a pub on Beirut's fashionable Hamra street Monday 
listen to the testimony of U.S. President Bill Clinton before a grand jury in August as it is broadcast live. More 
than four hours of the testimony began rolling less than two hours before the American leader addressed world 
leaders gathered at the United Nations (AFP photo) 


Refinery destroying 
unfit gas cylinders 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — The Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company 
is destroying 200,000 gas 
cylinders that are either worn 
out or do not conform to speci- 
fications. company Director 
General Abdul Whhab Zou’bi 
said. 

In an interview with die Arabic 
daily AI Aswaq published' 
Monday. Zbu'bi added that the 
company will replace die 
destroyed cylinders with an 
equal number of new ones to 
meet market demand. 

Zou’bi said some of the esti- 
mated 15 miltion cylinders on 
the market may be dented, 
lusty or wom out, and unable to 
hold gas tight He advised the 
public not to buy these cylin- 
ders. 

The new cylinders conform to 
die specifications of the Royal 
Scientific Society and die com- 
pany. 

According to Zou’bi. three 
types of cylinders are now on 


the market: those manufac- 
tured at the company's factory, 
those bought from other 
sources, and cylinders in circu- 
lation before die company 
assumed filling operations as 
well as cylinders smuggled into 
the country. It is die third cate- 
gory dial does not conform to 
die set specifications, he said. 
The decision to scrap die old 
cylinders was taken in conjunc- 
tion the Finance Ministry, the 
Civil Defence Department and 
the Department of Standards 
and Metrology, be added 
Zou'bi noted that a company 
team is responsible for inspect- 
ing cylinders that are returned 
to the refinery to be refilled and 
removing those that are found 
unfit 

He said 850 gas cylinder disr. 
tributors currently operate in 
Jordan, but the company is 
introducing new regulations to 
ensure stricter safety controls 
over the distribution process. 


Egypt turns down licence 
for moderate party 


CAIRO (AFP) — A govern- 
ment committee on Monday 
turned down a moderate Islam- 
ic party's request for official 
approval, the Egyptian news 
agency MENA reported 

The Al Wassai Al Masri 
(Egyptian Centre) party was 
founded by Mu Al Ela Modi, a 
former executive member of 
the outlawed Muslim Brother- 
hood who told AFP he would 
appeal the decision. 

The committee which is 
made up of cabinet ministers 
and pro-government figures did 
not provide reasons for its deci- 


sion. 

But Modi told AFP that the 
committee "rejects the forma- 
tion of new parties and atgues 
that in general their political 
programs are not different from 
those of parties which already 
exist." 

Madi said his party’s pro- 
gramme was based on a moder- 
ate concept of Islam which 
does not differentiate between 
men and women and between 
Coptic Christians and Muslims. 

He stressed that three Copts 
and 15 women were among the 
party's founding members. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mmistry allocates JD35Q,000 for tourism 

JERASH (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Akri 
Bfltaji announced Monday that the ministry has allocated 
JD350.000 to municipalities rich in touristic and archaeological 
sites. Speaking during a visit to Jerash goveroorate, Bfltaji said: 
“The ministry realises the important role of these municipalities. 
Therefore, we have to support them, and the ministry has already 
allocated part of its budget for these municipalities." The minis- 
ter added that JD30.000 was allocated to Jerash govemorate. 

Press group sets up committees 

ISTANBUL (AP) — A press group decided Monday to move 
forward with a proposal to establish an international code of 
ethics for journalists and an international media council to deal 
with press-related complaints. At a briefing ending a three-day 
conference of journalists and media experts from around the 
weald, the organiser, the World Association of Press Councils, 
said two working committees would work on the possibility of 
writing up an ethics code and a body to see that it is respected. A 
third committee is chatged with drafting a model for independent 
press councils. Press councfls. some 30 of which exist in the 
world, are otgarasations that rule on complaints from and against 
the press. The committee working on the possible creationof this 
body will advise on fee “feasibility of est^lishtng. financing and 
attracting wide media and especially public support for a volun- 
tary mechanism for the mediation and resolution of transnanoa- 
al complaints." said David Flint chairman of the world associa- 
tion, who will also lead this working group. 

Israel arrests student member of Hamas 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli security forces beat and then arrest- 
ed a student member of Hamas, witnesses said Monday. 

The incident took place on Sunday at Al Quds university in Abu 
Dis. a suburb of east Jerusalem in the West Bank which is under 
Israeli control. Abdul Razek Aruri. athirrt year chemistry student, 
was leaving the campus with two friends when a white car sud- 
denly drew up next to them, five people in civilian clothes- got 
out of the car, accosted the three students and began to hit them, 
before leading Aruri away. 

Court frees Kurd party boss pending trial 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish judge released the leader of fee 
country's main non-violent Kurdish party on Monday pending a 
final verdict on chaiges of memberehip of the Kurdistan Work- 
ers Party tPKK) guerilla group. “As the completion of the trial 
wiD take a long time... it has been derided that aD the suspects are 
to b; set free." Judge Turgui Okyay told the Ankara State Secu- 
rity Court Murat Bozlak. head of the Peoples' Democracy Party 
lHADEP) and his four colleagues face minimum jail lerms of 
over 22 years if they are convicted of PKK membership. H 
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-Doc. — Life Choices 

| 17:00 
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— Fraeiales 

1930 

—News headlines 

1935 

Step by Step — “Major 

Rain" 


2fe00 

What Would You Do? 

20*30 

Encounter 

21:10 
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St- Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/46248 1 1. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 56SS404 
The Evangefical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Scants TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of ■ the Anmmcxatioa 
TeL 4657440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentation, Swa- 
Beh TeL 5920146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 


metu of Meteorology 
fine weather conditions will pre- 
vail during the day becoming 
cool ac right with temperatures 
below average by three degrees 
centigrade. Clouds will appear at 
low altitudes and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate to activ e, and seas calm. 


Dr. HaraAl Ahmad 4394336 

De MukhksMazahrah 5150312 

Al Ascrna pharmacy —4637055 
AJ Safcun pharmacy ..—4636730 
Shmdsam pharmacy ..4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....4623672 


Overseas Calls . 


..010230 


2246858 


Amman . 


Aqaba. 


.17/28 

,22/34 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley _ 


...15/30 

..22/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28, Aqaba 34 Humidi- 
ty readings: .Amman 42 percent, 
Aqaba 40 percent 
Following are the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajkxin ... 23 

Jerash 29 




The English J angiiagp 

UmQays 

-39 

own 

T — . Fair 

CathoGc Parish TeL 4614190 


..29 

05:19 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Evangelical Free Church TeL 

Petra _ 

_30 

11:28 - 

....... . „Dhuhr 

4892679 


_36 

1436 ...... 

...... - ‘Asr 

The Baptist Church TeL 



17*38 ...... 

.... -Maghreb 
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18*36 

4 Isha 
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Church m 4771331 
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Dr. Tssam SaHh 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ztyadjghaifcn 992991 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre ^4637 111 
Gvfl Defence Department 
.5661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Gvfl Defence Ernejgency._199 
Rescue Police 192. 462H11. 
4637777 
Fire Brigade. 


Blood Bank 

Highway Police..., 
Traffic Police. 


4617101 
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. — 5343402 
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CHURCHES 

i 
i 

i SL Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifidu Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 


The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 477526 1 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 


NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. AbdriBariTR]yiiiu^.4620ll5 
Dr. WgamHzayyin 4748563 


Public Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 1 76 

Water &. Sewaagp Complaints 4897467 

Amman Nfunidpahtv Complaints 

.4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance; 121 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

AbdaliTcL Repairs.- -5661101 

Jordan Television .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...58 15615 

Electric Power Co -.463638 1 

RJ Eight InfenTiati on. ...44-53200 
Queen Alia IntLAiipoit — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 

— 3921199 

The Islamic, Abdli .5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Td. 

- .5856856 

Luzmila ..... 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity — .4644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jafaal Amman Maemity.....4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani — 5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — .5669131 

University Hospital -535.3444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahti, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashrir. .4775 111/26 

Army, Marka — .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia HospitaL. .5602240/50 

Amal Hospital ,.,5674 1 55 

ZARQA: 


Zaiqa 

Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 

Ibn Sina Hospital -(09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
mo worm 

IRBUfc 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

(071275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (0313141 1 1 
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QUEEN ALIA 
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ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:10 Tehran (RJ) 

0630 Damascus (RJ) 

08:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dhabi, AJ 'Ain (RJ) 

09:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09>J5 Doha, Bofeain (RJ) 

10S25 Beirut (RJ) 

16:00 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (Rl) 
18.-00 London. Frankfurt (RJ) 


IDAR 


Other Flights 
08:00 


124)0 RivruttifCVn 

12-W 


13:25 


14:00 


15:10 Bahrain, Doha (GFi 
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.Tef Aviv (1 V) 
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...-Beirut (ME) 

22-35 . . 


22:40 Amsterdam (XL) 

02:00 


03:25 

-London (BA) 


Royal Wing; (RWj Flights 
0920 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17ri)0-Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:20 Td Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

22: 25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 JBrirtit <RTj 

0&00 -Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
11:10 --....Vienna. London (Rj) 
11=35 Berlin, Frankfurt (RJ) 


12:00 

12:10 

Geneva, Brussels (Rty 

12:15 


13:05 


20:15 

2025 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:40 
21:00 . 

— Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09-4)0 , 


1330 „ 
1330 _ 

Riyadh (SV) 


15:00.. 


1630 
16:20 . 

. —Doha, Bahrain (GF) 1 

18.-05 _ 


20:10.. 


2235 . 

Beirut (ME) 

23:40... ^Beirut. Amsterdam (KD 
0035 • . __Rueharest (RO) 

03:00 _ 


0535 . 


0630. 


08:20 . 

Jjmdan (BA) 


m 


Royal Wings (RW) FBghtS 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

0830...Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

1630 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air* 
port)(RW) 

/ 20-30 ...Aqaba (Bom QAIA) (RW) 
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Victim’s father refuses to drop 
charges against accused teen killer 


PMQAAS * —The foiher of 30- 
rc&okl Jamal Tlnk, who was 
jdllfld m-a grizzly murder that 
InvtW an entire family last 
June, Monday refused to drop 
jjagcs against defendant 
Sa'eedQashash in tearful tesri- 
otfty si the Criminal Court 

Qashash, wbo feces 12 
of premeditated murder, 
confessed to killing his mother, 
f-jjot -other family members 
and fas school friend Ana 
Sba’Ian, on June 10, because 
ggy were harassing him about 
las academic performance. 

Mohammad Abdul Hamid 
'flak, 68, told the court that he 
(e^utbf the murder of his son, 
his daighter-in-law Insaf, 27, 
aod his grandchildren Hula, 
wa fad Zaid, three, from the 

new^apeis- 


When asked by the court if 
he wished to drop charges, 
TWfc said no and started weer> 
ing. 

Befwe leaving the court 
room, Triik looked at Qashash, 
who was standing behind bats 
wearing a white and red kaf- 
fiydi, and told him, “May God 
take revenge on you." 

Q as hash showed no 
remorse. 

Last week, both the defen- 
dant’s sister and Ana’s father 
also refused to drop charges 
against the defendant 

If convicted, Qashash could 
face the death penalty. 

Other victims in the June 10 
mass murder included 
Qashash ’s mother Thurayah. 
50, his father Amin, 57, his sis- 
ters Karimah, 25, Mirvat, 17, 
and Wafa, nine, as well as his 
brothers Mohammad, 30, and 


Mustafa, 17. 

Last week, Qashash pleaded 
not guilty and declared he was 
mentally competent to stand 
trial after his court-appointed 
lawyer attempted to refer him 
to psychiatrists. 

According to the prosecution 
charge sheet, the suspect 
allegedly lured the victims one 
after the other to the basement 
of the family’s house in the 
Bnyat village south of 
Amman, and shot each of them 
while they had their backs to 
him, then piled their bodies and 
sealed the basement doors with 

bricks and cement 

The court tribunal, presided 
over by Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh and including Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Issa Humdan, 
set the next session for Sept. 27 
to hear more prosecution wit- 
nesses. 
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Poll finding dissatisfaction 
with House’s performance 
raises researchers’ doubts 


By Francesca Qriad 

AMMAN — Ala time when 
c^putifis say they will grant the 
government a six-month trial 
period before assessing the 
effectiveness of its policies, 
fhf^nwn constituencies do not 
appear as munificent towards 
them, at least according to a 
recent opinion poll conducted 
by an Arabic daily. 

The poll, which independent 
statisticians warn should be 
taken with a grain of salt, found 
that 67 per cent of Jordanians 
gave a thumbs down to the per- 
formance of the Lower House 
during the first year of its term. 

According to Al Arab Al 
Yawm, which conducted the 
poll and published it era Mon- 
day, the roost dissatisfied con- 
stituency is Ma’an — where 
87 5 per cent of the intervie- 
wees were critical of the cur- 
rent Parliament, : 
Thelsotithem dty, the scene 
of .^Western riots, during 
hsi February’s U-N.-Iraq 
standoff over arms inspec- 
tion was followed by the out- 
ing districts of Mafiraq, Mad- 
afeAipba, Balqa and Tafileh 
in order of dissatisfaction, the 
survey said. 

Acoonfing to the poll. 51 per 
certt of Jordanians would sup- 
port tire dissolution of Parlia- 
ment and early elections, while 
67 per cent of interviewees 
considered die 1 3th Parliament 
weaker than the previous one. 
Deputies reacted angrily to 
the pdO, describing it as part of 
a media campaign targeting 
[Iran, while independent staris- 
ticians questioned the method- 
ology and consequently the 
credibility of the poiL 
A1 Arab Al Yawm explained 
chat in choosing the national 
sample [for the poll], it depend- 


ed on the main sample that was 
designed by the Department of 
Statistics” for the 1994 census. 
But this did not convince statis- 
ticians and researchers inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
yesterday, who insisted that 
only the Departmem of Statis- 
tics has the ability to provide 
random samples for surveys in 
the country. 

Deputy Nayef Moula, who 
was head of the Public Opinion 
Analysis Department at the 
Ministry of Information and a 
trained pollster, argued that no 
survey could be~ considered 
transparent and credible unless 
the error margin is stated and 
ranges below +/- 33 per cent 

“I remember one of the most 
useful books I studied, entitled 
‘How to lie with statistics',” he 
commented. 

‘1 have some doubts about 
bow scientific the procedures 
followed were.” said Hani 
Hourani, director of Al Urdun 
Al JadidResearch Centre. 

“However, although I cannot 
judge or agree on the percent- 
ages, the results may still 
reflect the general opinion on 
this Parliament,” he added 

The poll suggested that satis- 
faction levels would be 
inversely proportional to the 
educational background of the 
interviewees, with 763 and 75 
per cent of graduates and post- 
graduates, respectively, leading 
the ranks of Parliament’s crit- 
ics. 

The 13th Parliament did not 
have an easy start It was 
returned in elections maned by 
widespread allegations of vote 
rigging and by the boycott of 
the opposition parties, protest- 
ing a “steady erosion of parlia- 
mentary authority under suc- 
cessive governments.” 

The reasons for the dissatis- 


faction of those polled were: 
the government’s control over 
the House (23 per cent); 
deputies’ aspirations to reach 
ministerial posts OS per cent); 
restrictions imposed on oppo- 
sition deputies (15 per cent); 
deputies' failure to tacJde social 
problems (II per cent); or all 
the above (seven per cent). 

The 595 individuals aged 19 
and above interviewed by Al 
Arab Al Yawm cited a number 
of issues which they consid- 
ered had not been property 
handled by the House, such ns 
the ratification of the one-per- 
son, one-vote system (64 per 
cent) and the endorsement of 
the Press and Publications Law 
(70 per cent). 

Seventy-nine per cent of the 
respondents expressed dissatis- 
faction with the way the 80- 
member Lower House tackled 
economic issues in general, 
while 70 per cent said deputies 
had not done enough about die 
water crisis, which dried up 
taps in Amman during July and 
August. 

“1 really do not know' what 
more people wanted us to do,” 
commented an incredulous 
Salameh Haiyari, one of the 
deputies who most vocally 
countered the previous govern- 
ment over the water crisis as 
head of the House’s Agricul- 
ture and Irrigation Committee. 

At the peak of the water cri- 
sis in early August, the Lower 
House openly called tor the 
resignation of the previous 
government of Abdul Salam 
Majali, a rare development in 
the country’s politics. 

“I dfid my best,” Haiyari said 

“Perhaps,” he said, “at the 
time the survey was carried out 
[September 3-5], people had 
not yet seen that action was 
being taken.” 


‘Culture of shame’ an overrated 

of unemployment — study 


cause 


By Ghalia Alul 

AMMAN — The “culture of 
shame” allegedly preventing 
many Jordanians from taking 
up menial jobs is nut a major 
cause nf rising unemploy- 
ment, participants at the 
National Unemployment 
Conference agreed on Mon- 
day. 

Previous governments, 
especially that of former 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, often aiuibuied the 
failure of Jordanians to 
engage in low-paid and 
menial jobs such as garbage 
collection, sanitary operations 
and domestic help to a social 
phenomenon that has become 
known as the culture of 
shame. 

But participants at the three- 
day seminar, which opened 
on Sunday, said die absence 
of a minimum wage and job 
incentives such as social secu- 
rity and health insurance has 
forced many to shun these 
professions. 

In addition, many job-seek- 
er? felt their university spe- 
cialisation did not match what 
was offered in the market. 

“Less than one per cent of 
unemployment Is a result of 
some Jordanians* refusal to 
take up menial jobs,” 
Hashemite University Profes- 
sor Mohammad Odainat told 
the conference. ‘This percent- 
age does not justify all the 
noise that we hear about 
shame culture and its impact 
on unemployment in Jordan.” 
he said. 

“There are many other fac- 
tors dial prevent’ Jordanians 
from working, such as low 
salaries, lack of job security 
as well as (heir failure to find 
jobs in line with their univer- 
sity specialisation.” he said in 
a study on reasons preventing 


from accepting 


Jordanians 
some jobs. 

The study found that only 
25 per cent of unemployed 
Jordanians said they would 
not take up any of the jobs 
listed by the survey because 
they considered them inferior. 

The list of jobs included 
working in bakeries, hotel 
housekeeping, waiters/wait- 
resses, carpenters, electri- 
cians, sanitary staff, barbers, 
animal breeders, and crafts- 
men. 

Odainat said women 
formed 5 1 per cent of the 25 
per cent who reftised to take 
up any of the jobs listed 
because they deemed such 
occupations “unsuitable.” 

“The majority of unem- 
ployed educated women said 
they would riot lake up any of 
the listed elementary jobs 
because they wen: not in line 
with their specialisation.” he 
added. “Hence, should we not 
justify ilietr refusal?’ Odainat 
asked. 

His study called for replac- 
ing foreign workers with local 
unemployed labourers on the 
grounds that most of those 
inten. jewed showed willing- 
ness to rake up jobs held bv 
the foreign workforce. 

"Since more titan one-third 
of foreign workers have craft 
occupations, we could replace 
them with unemployed Jorda- 
nians wanting to rake similar 
jobs after providing them 
with the necessary training,” 
Odainat said. 

The conference is being 
held amid rising demands by 
die General Federation of Jor- 
danian Trade Unions to crack 
down on the more than 

300,000 foreign workers, 
many operating illegally in 
the country. 

“If the Labour Ministry has 
information that more than 


Conference participants warn globalisation 
may increase country’s unemployment 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Participants at 
the National Unemployment 
Conference Monday warned 
that globalisation may force 
local manufacturers out of 
business and leave many 
Jordanians jobless. 

“With economic globalisa- 
tion, local investors will face 
a severe challenge in raising 
the quality of their products 
to international standards 
and increasing productivity, 
or they will have to close 
down,” Abdul NourHahaibe 
of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry said “This would 
cause many Jordanians to 
lose their jobs.” 

Jordan has signed an asso- 
ciation agreement with the 
European Union with the 
aim of establishing free trade 
by the year 2010. 

Jordan is also engaged in 
negotiations to accede to the 
World Trade Organisation. 
The country hopes to join 
next year. 

‘Globalisation will invade 
our markets and destroy Jor- 
dan's economy, and mostly 
its industries,” said Nabil 
Sharif, chairman of the 
meeting and former minister 


of information. 

Habaibe said the 
international community 
should increase its contribu- 
tions to assist Jordan in its 
efforts to increase the com- 
petitiveness of its industrial 
sector, which employs the 
majority of the local work- 
force. 

“Jordanian workers consti- 
tute up to 90 per cent of the 
working force in this sector, 
which needs more workers 
than any other sector.” said 
one participant. 

Turning to the Labour 
Law, the vice president of 
the General Federation of 
Trade Unions, Fathalah 
Emrani. presented a paper 
pressing for a minimum 
wage and for introducing 
changes to some parts of the 
Jaw to help improve working 
conditions. 

Emrani also pushed for 
amendments to introduce 
clearer interpretations to 
ambiguities in article 51 of 
the Labour Law. which set 
conditions under which 
workers can be dismissed 

According to article 31. 
employers can fire employ- 
ees on an open contract or 
suspend their contracts 


under certain conditions, 
such as financial and techni- 
cal problems. 

"The government should 
put tougher controls on arbi- 
trary dismissals. and 
employers should consult 
with the Ministry of Labour 
and the federation before 
taking any step," he said. 

Emrani also called for a 
minimum wage to help curb 
unemployment, officially 
estimated ai 15 per cent and 
independently at 27 per cent. 

Most participants at the 
session agreed dial a mini- 
mum wage would attract 
more unemployed Jordani- 
ans to a market saturated 
with foreign workers, who 
make up 22 per cent of Jor- 
dan's workforce and accept 
very low salaries with little 
or no benefits such as health 
insurance and social securi- 
ty 

However, an official of the 
Ministry of Labour said the 
ministry has already intro- 
duced a minimum wage 
draft law' to the Cabinet for 
discussion. 

Participants also called for 
establishing an unemploy- 
ment insurance Hind to help 
persons seeking jobs. 


1 50,000 foreigners are illegal- 
ly working in Jordan, then 
why isn’t it doing anything?’ 
a participant asked. 

He blamed the ministry for 
“its failure to implement an 
article in the Labour Law'” 
which stipulates that all 
employers should submit an 
annual list of their employees' 
names, the nature of their jobs 


and salaries to the ministry. 

Such information, he added, 
would allow the ministry to 
monitor employers' behav- 
iour in terms of offering fair 
salaries and providing suit- 
able working conditions and 
hours. 

Odainat urged the govern- 
ment to address the factors 
preventing unemployed Jor- 


danians from working. He 
said the government should 
set minimum wages to lure 
local labourers, and organise 
and activate the labour market 
by providing more informa- 
tion on available job opportu- 
nities. Again, he said, data of 
this son would lower unem- 
ployment rates caused by 
market fluctuations. 



MINISTER RECEIVES BAHRAINI AMBASSADOR: Minister of Information 
Nasser Judeh on Monday receives Bahraini Ambassador to Jordan Mohammad 
Ben Seif Jaber Al Mussallam (Petra photo) 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


LECTURE 

* “Regional Stability: A Future Outlook” by U.S. 
Speaker Judith Kipper at the American Center audito- 
rium, Abdoun at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Mohammad Polise entitled "A Tune 
and Colour” at tbe City Hall, Ras Al ‘Ain (Tel. 
4743158), until Sept. 30. 

* Display of Bani Hamida and Jordan River 

Designs products (rugs, cushions, wall-hangings, and 
quilts) at the Jordan River Designs showroom, until 
Sept. 30 (Tel. 4613081). . , 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Les Cite s 
d’ Artistes a Paris” at the premises of the Association 
of the Jordanian Plastic Artists. Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Sept. 30. 

* Paintings by Rula Shukairy at the French Cultur- 
al Centre, Jabal Amman, until Sept. 30. 

DA RAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural activities at Darat A l Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, to last until Sept. 30. include: 

EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic art from Lebanon and works 
ty Jordanian artist Sahel Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by Jor- 
danian artist Said Haddadin at the Blue House. 

1 Installation works by Jordanian artist Samia Zaru 
** toe Byzantine Church. ... 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of a Place 
by Jordanian artist Hussein Da’seh at the Museum. 


‘New measures have limited drug trafficking’ 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The government 
Monday said new measures by 
the Anti-Narcotics Department 
have limited drug trafficking 
and abuse over the last two 
years. 

Minister of Information Nass- 
er Judeh said the amount of 
heroin seized by the department 
from 1996 to 1998 equalled the 
amount seized during ihe previ- 
ous 20 years. 

‘The drug problem in Jordan 
is serious but not alarming,” 
Judeh told the press at a regular 
briefing yesterday. ‘Thanks to 
the new effective measures, the 
department is now more suc- 
cessful in combating drugs and 
rehabilitating people using 
them.” 

According to Judeh, in 1996 
the departmem brought 326 
drug-related cases before the 
authorities; 556 Jordanians and 


100 other nationals were 
involved. In that year, 1349 
kilogrammes of hashitfi, 67.1 
kg of herein, 43.35 kg of 
opium, l.i kg of cocaine and 
around 25 million pills, includ- 
ing tranquillisers and stimu- 
lants, were seized. 

In 1 997, 492 drug cases were 
prosecuted; in these 701 Jorda- 
nians and 102 other nationals 
were repored to have been 
involved In the same year, 894 
kg of hashish, 82 kg of heroin, 
22 kg of opium, 237 grammes 
of cocaine and around two mil- 
lion pills were seized 

This year, the department has 
so for prosecuted 336 drug- 
related cases involving 58 1 Jor- 
danians and 4S other nationals. 
In its investigations, the depart- 
ment has seized 33 kg of 
hashish and 29 kg of heroin. 

According to the minister, the 
rehabilitation centre, set up by 
foe department in 1994, has 


treated 283 substance abuse 
patients from 1995 to 1998. 
Thirteen, he said were under 
foe aae of 20, 161 were between 
20 and 29, 75 were 30-39, 32 
were between 40 and 49. and 
three were over 50 years old 

“,4s foe figures show, we are 
talking about huge drug 
amounts and dozens of addicts 
not hundreds.” Judeh said 

Judeh added that “for many 
years Jordan was considered as 
a route for drug trafficking, 
especially in the eastern desert 
but because of the effective 
measures being implemented 
on the ground the government 
is catching a lot more [smug- 
glers] than it had caught in the 
past 

Four years ago. His Majesty 
King Hussein sounded foe 
alarm on Jordan's drug prob- 
lem. 

He said then thar United 
Nations fi cures showed the 


Kingdom had 7,000 drag 
abusers, hooked mainly on tran- 
qutilisere but also heroin. 

“We are either ashamed or we 
are unable to talk about this 
problem and start finding solu- 
tions, be it through tougher 
measures against smugglers 
and dealers or setting up centres 
to treat addicts and save them.” 
the King said “Bur to remain 
shy and to keep silent, in my 
view, is a mistake we are com- 
mitting against ourselves and 
our children.” 

Last December, foe Anti-Nar- 
cotics Department disclosed 
that drug abuse had increased 
over foe past few years and over 

3,000 citizens woe suffering 
from drug dependency. 

Under the supervision of the 
department, foe government 
announced in July that a hospi- 
tal specialised in drug-related 
problems would open in 
Amman soon. 


Three accused of slander acquitted 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three brothers who have 
been standing trial on lese majeste 
charges were freed by the State Security 
Court: on Monday. 

The three brothers, Jamal Abed 
Ahmad, 35, Mustafa, 33, and Moham- 
mad, 30, were found innocent of the 
charges by the court tribunal for 'lack of 
evidence" 


According to the charge sheet, two 
months ago. the three were arrested fol- 
lowing a brawl and were charged with 
slandering His Majesty King Hussein. 

Meanwfoile, foe State Prosecutor is 
interrogating two suspects on allegations 
of trafficking illicit drug while they were 
serving time in prison, according to a 
report in a local daily. 

The two men put around 200 pills in 
balloons and swallowed them, “then they 


would commit minor crimes to enter the 
prison,'’ the report said 

It added that the matter was discovered 
after prison authorities received a tip that 
pills were hidden behind the heater in one 
of ihe cells. 

This is foe second such case to be 
reported by the authorities. In May / 99S, 
the State Prosecutor referred six people to 
court on charges of drug dealing inside 
one of the state's prisons. 


Doctors, House speaker 
meet over complaints 
with medical board 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation 
representing 60 physicians 
Monday presented Lower 
House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Srour with a memorandum 
listing their complaints 
about the composition and 
performance of the govern- 
ing council of the Jordan 
Medical Board. 

Deputy Mohammad Abu 
Hdeib. who attended the 
meeting along with seven 
other deputies, told the Jor- 
dan Times that the six- 
member delegation, repre- 
senting public- and private- 
sector doctors, submitted 
the list of grievances to 
Srour, who promised to 
refer the memorandum to 
the House’s Health Com- 
mittee. But no date has been 
set to discuss the issue, he 
added 

Haidar Madani, one of the 
delegation members, told 
the Jordan Times that their 
complaints focused on dis- 
satisfaction with the board's 
governing council, which is 
chaired by the health minis- 
ter in accordance with a 
1983 law. 

"The board’s governing 
council has repeatedly vio- 
lated the veiy regulations 
they drew up in 1983,” said 
Madani. “One major viola- 
tion is the council’s disre- 
gard of a provision calling 
for council elections every 
three years.” 

Physicians or specialists 
wishing to join the board 
must hold a degree in a spe- 
cialisation from a recog- 
nised university, according 
to the regulations. 

But Madani said “tbe 
council members place 
every possible obstacle they 
can think of in the way of 
doctors seeking to join the 
board; although the appli- 
cants have acquired the 
required specialisation.” 

He maintained that the 
council insists that appli- 
cants obtain the highest 
degree or diploma awarded 
by their respective 
universities before they can 
be registered with the board 
as specialists. 

“This condition is meant 
as an obstacle and an excuse 


to turn down applications, 
even though the council 
realises that the specialisa- 
tion degrees were awarded 
by world-recognised 

universities and medical 
institutions and despite the 
fact that the applicants are 
ready to sit for the board’s 
examination,” argued 
Madani. 

Madani said members of 
the board's governing coun- 
cil do not all hold the high- 
est degrees from the 
universities they graduated 
from and therefore are not 
fit to judge the qualifica- 
tions of the 60-member 
group of doctors whose 
applications were turned 
down. 

According to Madani, the 
group submined a similar 
complaint to a department 
at the Prime Ministry five 
years ago but received no 
response. 

Madani 's charges were 
countered by Tawfiq 
Lobani, the board’s secre- 
tary general, who said board 
membership was automati- 
cally granted to all physi- 
cians registered with the 
Jordan Medical Association 
as specialists before the Jaw 
governing the board's for- 
mation was enacted. 

“But doctors who had not 
registered as specialists 
with the association before 
the law was issued, 
although they were special- 
ists. were not recognised as 
such by foe board at the 
time.” added Lobani. 

“However, after a series 
of meetings between the 
council and the association 
president Mid its board, it 
was agreed that 36 out of 
almost 80 doctors who were 
not registered as specialists 
with me association before 
1982 but whose papers 
prove that they are eligible 
for board membership wiJ] 
be fully accepted by the 
council at a meeting sched- 
uled for next week," Lobani 
told the Jordan Times. 

"The rest of the group 
were determined to be ineli- 
gible by a special commit- 
tee which studied their 
respective cases and will 
not be accepted as mem- 
bers,” he added. 
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Spain PM seeks united response to ETA truce 


MADRID (R) — Spanish 
Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar Monday launched a 
crucial round of talks with 
leading politicians aimed at 
forging a united front in 
response to a ceasefire by 
the Basque separatist group 
ETA. 

Facing growing pressure 
to set aside doubts and seek 
a negotiated peace with 
ETA, Aznar first met one of 
his toughest critics. 
Socialist secretary-genera] 
Joaquin Aim uni a. in a 
closed-door session at the 
presidential palace. 

The opposition Socialists, 
Spain's largest party after 
the ruling centre-right 
Popular Party, have chided 
Aznar for being caught off 
guard by ETA's announce- 
ment and failing to seize the 
initiative. 

But officials said Aznar 
remained firm in his con- 
viction that his government 
must not be rushed into a 
response to ETA's promise 
last Wednesday to end its 
bloody 30-year fight for 
Basque independence. 

ETA's initiative, modelled 
on the Irish Republican 
Army’s ceasefire in 
Northern Ireland, is consid- 
ered the closest thing to a 
breakthrough in Spain in 
nearly a decade. 

“Common sense dictates 
that we must avoid being 
hurried into a solution with- 
out having held a dialogue 
with everyone the govern- 
ment needs to consult," 
Justice Minister Margarita 
Mariscal de Game said. 


Aznar has greeted the uni- 
lateral rebel truce with 
scepticism, saying ETA 
cannot be trusted to honour 
it. But he has promised to 
be "flexible” if ETA proves 
it has truly renounced vio- 
lence. 

The daily El Mundo 
reported Sunday that, 
despite official doubts. 
ETA's leadership was pre- 
pared to maintain its truce 
for at least six months “no 
matter what happens". 

It marks the first time the 
separatists have declared an 
unlimited truce since they 
turned r6 violence in 1968 
to back their demands for an 
independent Basque state in 
northern! Spain. 

The last ETA ceasefire in 
1996 ended after just a 
week. I 

Aznar icut short a visit to 
Peru to return to Madrid at 
the weekend for briefings 
with key ministers. 

His meeting with Almunia 
was the [first in a series of 
talks scheduled with the 
leaders of other major par- 
ties in an attempt to create a 
broad consensus across ide- 
ological lines. 

But Basque nationalists, 
who helped secure the ETA 
ceasefire after months of 
negotiations with the guer- 
rillas’ political wing Hem 
Batasuna, have accused the 
government of stalling the 
process. 

Interior Minister Jaime 
Mayor Oreja has ruled out 
any changes in Basque poli- 
cy before regional elections 
to be held on Oct. 25 in the 


BEIJING (R) — A group 
of three Chinese dissi- 
dents plan an unprece- 
dented challenge to the 
Communist Party by 
standing in local elec- 
tions in Beijing, a 
spokesman for 'the group 
said Monday. 

Pro-democracy 
activists have not com- 
peted in an election as an 
organised group since the 
Communists came to 
power in 1949. 

The move follows a bid 
by pro-democracy dissi- 
dents to register China’s 
first opposition party 
under the banner of the 
China Democratic Party. 
Authorities appear to 
have slammed the door 
on the attempt. 

The three dissidents 
who hope to run in 
Beijing's local polls are 
not linked with the 
unproved China 

Democratic Party. 

Election officials say 
individuals can contest 
general elections in 
China if they meet cer- 
tain criteria. 

But Gao Hongming. 
one of the spokesmen for 
the dissidents’ group, 
said he expected “trou- 
ble” from authorities 
over the bid. 

Even if the dissidents 
are allowed to run. they 
concede they have little 
hope of success in year- 
end elections to Beijing's 
district and county 
People's Congresses. 

The local congresses 
are pan of a system of 
grassroots democracy 
that U.S. President Bill 
Clinton praised during 
his visit to China in June. 

The three are Gao. 48. 
who is jobless. He Depu, 
41. a tree planter, and 
Wang Zhixin, 49, a laid- 
off factory worker. 

“I think my chances of 
winning are very small/’ 
said Gao. a former 
administrator with the 
Diplomatic Service 
Bureau, the organisation 
that provides staff to for- 
eign embassies and news 
organisations in Beijing. 

“But it is my right and 
duty." he said. 

Gao was sent to a 
labour camp in 1994 to 
undergo reeducation 
through labour for two 
years for “disrupting 
public order in society". 


“We will be showing 
our faces as China's 
political opposition," 
Gao said. “We have com- 
mon views and.will try to 
help each other.” He, a 
tree planter with the 
Beijing Academy of 
Social Sciences, ran in 
grassroots elections in 
the Chinese capital in 
1980 but lost. 

Wang, who took part in 
the 1978-79 Democracy 
Wall movement, was laid 
off from a loss-making 
stale-owned company 
last year. 

Beijing has 10 districts 
and eight counties with 
about eight million eligi- 
ble voters. 

The district and county 
people's congresses have 
about 5,000 members. 
65-70 per cent of them 
Communist Party mem- 
bers. 

Grassroots elections 
were first introduced in 
1954, but were suspend- 
ed during the chaotic 
1966-76 Cultural 

Revolution before being 
reinstated in 1 979. 

Dissident Zhao 

Chongqing was sen- 
tenced to three years in 
prison recently for “dis- 
rupting social order" 
after he ran in local 
People’s Congress elec- 
tions in Hanzhong city in 
northern Shaanxi 

province. 

Thirteen dissidents 
who sought approval to 
set up the first branch of 
the China Democratic 
Party in Hangzhou, capi- 
tal of eastern Zhejiang 
province, were arrested 
in July and later released. 

Subsequent attempts to 
register the patty in the 
cities of Jinan and 
Wuhan raised dissidents’ 
hopes since authorities 
did not outright reject the 
applications. 

But last week five dis- 
sidents were detained 
briefly in Beijing, 
Shanghai and eastern 
Shandong province when 
they tried yet again to 
register the party, a Hong 
Kong-based human 
rights group said Sunday. 

The five were told their 
party was an "illegal 
organisation", according 
to the Information Centre 
of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement 
in China. 



Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar (left) greets Socialist opposition leader Joaquin Almunia before their 
meeting at Moncloa palace. Aznar launched a crucial round of talks with leading Spanish politicians aimed at forg- 
ing aj united front in response to a ceasefire by the Basque separatist group ETA (Reuters photo) 


three Basque provinces. 

In the meantime, he has 
vowed that the government 
will continue its crackdown 
on ETA despite its pledge to 
stop killing. 

Many Spanish politicians 
have - urged Aznar not to 


miss the chance to start a 
long-awaited peace dia- 
logue. 

Former Socialist Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
acknowledged that ETA's 
move might be a trap but 
insisted it was “an opportu- 


nity that must be accepted". 

Public opinion has been 
bitterly divided in response 
to the ceasefire. Polls show 
most Basques think ETA's 
ceasefire is legitimate, 
while most Spaniards out- 
side the region believe it is a 


tactical trick. . 

ETA, which stands for 
Basque Homeland and 
Freedom in the Basque lan- 
guage, is one of die last 
home-grown guerrilla 
groups still active in 
Western Europe. 


Three China 
dissidents to run 
in local elections 


Students protest Suharto wealth probe 
delay; attorney general says ready 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Student protesters called 
here Monday for an 
immediate probe into 
allegations former 
President Suharto had 
accumulated a fortune 
while in power, as 
Attorney General Andi 
Ghaljb told parliament 
the probe would go 
ahead. 

“Pak Harto (Suharto) is 
ready to meet with tjhe 
(attorney general's) 
team, God willing soon. 
But • until today we 
haven't found any evi- 
dence that his wealth is 
the result of corruption 
and collusion/’ Ghalib 
said. 

He said Suharto would 
come to his office “if his 
health permits him." oth- 
erwise the questioning 
would take place in 
Suharto's residence in 
Jakarta's Cendana street. 

As Ghalib faced parlia- 
ment some 200 students 
protested outside to 
demand a thorough and 
comprehensive investi- 
gation of the allegations. 

The students from sev- 


eral universities in 
Bandung, some 200 kilo- 
metres from Jakarta 
waved posters and yelled 
slogans demanding the 
wealth of Suharto, his 
family and cronies be 
investigated. 

If evidence of corrup- 
tion were found, they 
should be brought to 
trial, the students said. 

“I think it is only a 
technical problem that 
we have not met with Pak 
Harto (yet).” Ghalib said, 
answering MPs’ queries 
as to why the interroga- 
tion. earlier billed for last 
week, had yet to begin. 

Ghalib also said the 
enquiry would be extend- 
ed to the ex- president's 
six children, all of whom 
are business tycoons, “if 
they are healthy and ... if 
they are involved/’ 

Answering sharp criti- 
cism of a statement he 
made earlier this month 
that he believed Suharto 
when the former leader 
said he had “not one 
cent" in foreign 
accounts. Ghalib said he 
was only following die 


principle of “innocent 
until proven guilty." 

Anger has been mount- 
ing here since Suharto's 
“not one cent” claim was 
made on a TV station 
owned by his daughter on 
Sept. 6, both against the 
government's alleged 
footdragging on the 
interrogation and against 
Suharto. 

Friday opposition 
reformist Amien Rais 
gave the government a 
deadline of two weeks in 
which to question 
Suharto and prove it was 
not just making a farce of 
the situation. 

The students outside 
the parliament complex 
gate also demanded the 
government rapidly bring 
down prices of goods, 
including essentials. 

One of the demonstra- 
tors. crawled on the road 
in front of the gate, car- 
rying the national flag, 
symbolising the nation 
which was currently crip- 
pled by the worst eco- 
nomic turmoil it has 
faced in decades. 

The students, unable to 


enter the parliament 
compound because of the 
thick cordon of police 
and soldiers manning the 
gate, left peacefully after 
their protest. 

A second group of 
demonstrators came later 
Monday to the parlia- 
ment some wearing 
headbands saying 

“Movement to Save the 
Nation." “Anti K3W sol- 
idarity/’ referring to the 
Indonesian acronym for 
corruption, collusion and 
nepotism, and "Muslim 
Students for Reforms.” 

The protesters, accord- 
ing to witnesses, did not 
appear to have a main 
theme for their protest 
and aired a variety of 
demands and complaints 
instead. 

The official Antara 
news agency said the 
demonstrators halted 
passing cars, hassling the 
drivers and passengers 
for money and cigarettes. 

A joint security force of 
police and soldiers 
remained on guard inside 
the parliament compound 
but did not intervene. 


Hurricane Georges 
takes aim at Puerto Rico 


CHARLESTOWN. Nevis 
(R) — A weaker but still 
menacing Hurricane 
Georges charged towards 
the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico Monday after 
pounding the small islands 
of the northeast Caribbean. 

Georges ripped apart 
buildings, cut power and 
whipped up seas on 
Guadeloupe and Antigua. 
Rain and high winds also 
lashed Montserrat and 
Dominica, downing utility 
poles and trees, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
said. 

To the west, people on 
Puerto Rico, still harbour- 
ing memories of the 
destruction wrought by 
Hurricane Hugo in 1989, 
emptied stores of bottled 
water, conned goods and 
other supplies and boarded 
up windows as the storm 
set its sights on their 
island. 

"I feel we're in good 
shape for a response but 
I’m concerned for the peo- 
ple there,” James Lee Witt, 
director of the Federal 
Emergency Management 


Agency in Washington, 
said. 

The National Hurricane 
Centre, in its 8 a.m (1200 
GMT) advisory, put the 
core of the tempest near 
latitude 17.5 north and 
longitude 63.7 West, about 
120 km east of St. 

Croix in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and about 265 km 
east southeast of San Juan. 
Puerto Rico. 

It was expected to move 
over the Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico later Monday. 
Forecasters warned that 

the destructive winds cov- 
ered u wide swathe. 

Hurricane warnings now- 
cover the northeastern 
Caribbean from the 

Dominican Republic to 
Dominica, meaning at 

least 4.6 million people are 
threatened with hurricane 
conditions within 24 

hours. 

“If you are anywhere in 
the warning area, you 
should prepare for "the 
worsC the hurricane cen- 
tre said. 

Georges was packing 
maximum winds of 175 


kph and moving at about 
28 kph. It was downgraded 
to a Category 2 hurricane 
but was still dangerous, 
meteorologist Mark 

Demaria said. 

“If it goes over Puerto 
Rico or the Dominican 
Republic it should weaken 
but if it just skirts them, 
then it is likely to strength- 
en.” Demaria said. 

Georges whacked the 
north of the French island 
of Guadeloupe Sunday 
night then passed about 65 
to SO km south of the 
French-Dutch possession 
of St Martin. 

A spokesman for emer- 
gency services in 
Guadeloupe reported 
heavy seas and rainstorms, 
and said winds were 
between 100-150 kph. less 
than had been feared. 

“I can see roofs and 
houses flying.” a witness 
on the island of Desirade, 
east of Guadeloupe, told 
French overseas radio at 
the height of the storm 
Sunday evening. 

'There is a lot of wind, 
rain and the sea is rough,” 


she said. 

There were no reports of 
casualties and damage had 
yet to be assessed, a 
spokeswoman for the 
French Overseas 

Territory's emergency unit 
in Paris said. Electricity 
was knocked out on sever- 
al of the islands and 
telecommunications were 
disrupted. 

On Antigua, a relatively 
flat island just northwest 
of Guadeloupe, residents 
initially reported howling 
winds but less rain than 
expected. 

The storm is expected to 
pass over Hispaniola 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
and could reach Cuba by 
Thursday if it continues on 
its present course. 
Demaria said. 

Florida residents were 
also growing edgy though 
forecasters said it was too 
early tell if Georges would 
lurch their way. 

“People on the (U.S.) 
east coast need to pay 
attention/’ Demaria said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Swedish PM cancels 
Clinton, Blair meeting 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish Social Democratic 
Prime Minister Goeran Persson pulled outof 
Monday’s ‘Third Way” conference with U S. Prudent 
Bill Clinton and British PM Tony Blair after srfTenng 
a severe setback in Sunday's general election. Persson 
pulled out of the international conference after his 
Social Democratic party won reflection but failed to 
secure a majority in parliament. The Swedish leader is 
now expected to engage in political talks at home in a 
bid to seek support for his beleaguered party Swedish 
Foreign Minister Lena Hjelm- Wallen will replace 
Persson at the one-day conference, co-hosted by 
Clinton and Blair. The 'Third Way’ refers to their 
political ideology, half-way between free-market eco- 
nomics and socialism. Italian Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi is also expected to attend the conference, while 
German Social Democratic leader Gerhard Schroeder 
will not attend because of bis country s Sept. 27 gen- 
eral election. 

Yavlinsky hospitalised 
with heart attack 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Liberal Russian opposition 
leader Grigory Yavlinsky of the Yabloko faction has 
been hospitalised with a heart attack. ITAR-TASS 
reported Monday. Yavlinsky. 46. was hospitalised 
Friday evening, faction spokeswoman Yevgenyia 
Dillendorf told the news agency. Doctore said 
Yavlinsky’s condition was improving and his life was 
not in imminent danger, the news agency, reported. 
-ITAR-TASS said Yavlinsky may be released from an 
unidentified hospital within three days. The opposition i 
leader this month played a key role in to steering the 
country out of political crisis by proposing Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov’s candidacy to lead 
Russia's cabinet. Facing dissolution, parliament overi 
whelmingly approved Primakov’s candidacy when 
both Yavlinsky’s Yabloko faction and the Communists 
united behind’ the former foreign minister. Primakov- 
last week asked Yavlinsky to work in the government 
as a first deputy prime minister in charge of social 
affairs. But Yavlinsky declined, citing his unwilling- 
ness to work side-by-side with Communist Party mem- 
bers who were also granted cabinet seats. He finished 
fourth in the first round of Russia’s 1996 presidential' 
elections and has since announced plans to run for the 
presidency in the next polls, scheduled for 2000. A rad- 
ical monetarist in the first years of post-Soviet reform,- 
Yavlinsky has been equally critical of the Kremlin's 
efforts at economic reform as well as state-intervention 
policies championed by the left. But he and his party 
have refused several offers to work in Russian govern- 
ments. saying that Yabloko will not implement any- 
body else’s policies but only its own. 

Chechen field commander predicts 
release of Russian envoy 

MOSCOW (AP) — President Boris Yeltsin's personal 
envoy to Chechenya, who has been held captive in the 
republic since May, could soon be released, , a former., 
rebel field commander said Monday. Salman Raduyev.- 
told the Interfax news, agency that Yal^ptin Vlaso^. 
kidnapped at gunpoint on May 1. was likely to be set 
free and “returned to his family within a week," the 
Interfax news agency said. Raduyev, a field comman- 
der in the 1994-96 war for independence with Russia, 
said he had helped mediate the release Sunday of 
British hostages Camilla Carr and Jon James, who 
were kidnapped in July 1997. “I acted as a mediator in 
tackling this problem.” he said. Raduyev also helped 
broker the release Saturday of two Russian soldiers, 
taken prisoner during the 1994-6 Chechen war, 
Russian television reported. 'Talks on Vlasov’s release 
are almost over and only a few issues still need to be 
settled," Raduyev told Interfax. “Vlasov will be 
released without any preliminary conditions and with- 
out the payment of a ransom." About 200 people, both 
military and civilian, have been kidnapped in 
Chechenya since the end of the war and are mostly 
being held for ransom, an official in Russia's presiden- 
tial commission on prisoners of war told the ITAR- 
TASS news agency Monday. Another 794, including 
689 Russian servicemen, are regarded as missing pre- 
sumed dead in Chechenya as a result of the war, 
Konstantin Golubovsky said. He said about 10 Russian 
soldiers, taken captive during the war. are still being 
held as prisoners of war. 

Malaria kills 300,000 Nigerians 
a year 

LAGOS (AFP) — Malaria kills about 300,000 
Nigerians a year, a top health ministry official told a 
seminar here at the weekend, press reports said 
Monday. The director of the health ministry's national 
malaria programme. Dr. Ntadom. told the seminar that 
almost two in 10 Nigerian children die of the disease, 
the privately-owned newspaper This Day reported. The 
doctor said the disease attacks about 50 per cent of the 
people at some promt in their lives. 

Japanese man arrested for filming 
girls with see-all video camera 

(AFP) — Japanese police arrested a 34-year- 
old man Monday for allegedly filming girls in swim- 
suits with a Sony video camera that can see through 
clothing, a police official said. Police alleged the man 
was taping the high school girls at a swimming compe- 
tiuon m the central Japan city of Shizuoka on Aug. 25 
from unnatural ’ angles as they came out of the pool. 
The police official declined to disclose the type of 
video camera used by the man, saying it had not. yet - 
been officiaUyconfiscated. Sony removed five models 
of Handycam TRV video cameras from shop shelves in 
fv j ® U fl because the infrared technology they con- 
tained could see through clothins. The “night shot 
function, designed to allow taping of nocturnal ani- 
mals and sleeping children in darkness, can be used to 
r ® lothing in the daytime by attaching a filter 

^? d - t sh00lI u 8 to i he ,ens - Users can see beneath 
l ™ UIls or . the underwear of lightlv dressed peo- 
P f -* h ® n equipment's night shoot mode is activated 
in . magaz i nes gossip shows have said 

XrTZ °i r T nS - ? 0ny has Emitted the reported 
i un, ? d condi tions”. The electronics 
made *5 “^cbtactural change" to the 
equipment so the remodelled version shows only a 
white screen it the night shot mode is used in daylight. 
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World News 

police seize 
North Ireland 
bomb suspects 


DUBLIN (R) — Police 
hunting bombers who killed 
29 people in the Northern 
Ijish town of Omagh last 
month arrested nine people 
Monday in dawn raids 
north and south of the Irish 
border. 

Three men aged between 
19 and 34 were seized in the 
Irish Republic while six 
ivere arrested in a dawn 
swoop in British-ruled 
Northern Ireland, police 
said. 

The suspects were held 
under tough new laws 
rushed through the British 
and Irish parliaments to 
crash splinter groups 
opposed to Northern 
Ireland’s peace deal, signed 
in April. 

This includes the Real 
IRA, which broke away 
from the mainstream Irish 
Republican Army in oppo- 
sition to a ceasefire it called 
in July 1997. 

The Real IRA admitted 
planting the bomb in the 
Northern Irish market town 
— the deadliest attack in 
three decades of conflict 
over British rule in the 
province. 

The group issued confus- 


ing warning caJJs about the 
bomb but later expressed 
regret about ihe death toll 
and called a permanent 
ceasefire after ihe new leg- 
islation was introduced. 

The car bomb on Aug. 15 
killed 28 people outright, 
including several children 
and a woman pregnant with 
twins. A 29ih victim died 
later in hospital, one of 
more than 200 people 
injured that day. 

“Nine people were arrest- 
ed in connection with the 
investigation into the 
Omagh bombing in a joint 
operation," a police 
spokesman in Dublin said. 

The three single men 
arrested in the Irish republic 
lived in the border county 
of Monaghan, po/ice said. 
One was arrested in 
Monaghan town and the 
other two in 

Carrickmacross. 

No details were immedi- 
ately available about the 
arrests in Northern Ireland. 
Police in Belfast said only 
that they had been detained 
in connection with serious 
crime in County Tyrone, 
where Omagh is the biggest 
town. 


French cities ban cars 
in anti-pollution trial 


PARIS (R) — French 
pedestrians eqjoy a 
brief revenge over 
motorists Tuesday as 35 
cities ban cars from cen- 
tral districts in a day- 
long experiment the 
government hopes will 
extend to other 
European Union coun- 
tries. 

Paris and several 
major cities suffering 
Irotn worsening pollu- 
tion are risking the 
wrath of motorists to 
give citizens a breath of 
fresh air. 

The government 
wants the operation 
dubbed <r Downtown f 
without my car” to turn 
into an annual event 
and trigger a public 
debate in this car-mad 
country on how to rid 
cities of traffic jams and 
exhaust fumes. 

“For decades, cities 
have been built for 
cars™ we can't let 
things get out of control 
when we are close to 
asphyxia,” Transport 
Minister Jean-Claude 
Gayssot told the daily 
Le Monde. 

Motorbikes, emer- 
gency services, doctors, 
taxis and electricity- 
powered cars will be 
exempt from the ban. 
Motorists are being 
encouraged to use pub- 
lic transport, and 
authorities in some 
towns will provide bicy- 
cles free of charge. 
Rouen, Nantes, Tours, 


Strasbourg and 

Grenoble are taking 
part But some of the 
biggest cities, like Lyon 
and Marseille, have 
declined. 

In most cities, the ban 
is far from extensive. 
After much negotiation, 
the Paris city hall 
agreed to close down 
only 57 kms to vehicles, 
out of a total 1,600 kms, 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

The car-free areas will 
include some of the 
most popular tourist 
spots, such as a large 
part of the Latin 
Quarter, the 

Montmartre hill and the 
Opera and Bastille dis- 
tricts. 

Surveys and opinion 
polls show that French 
people have a split per- 
sonality regarding cars. 
About two thirds prefer 
driving to work rather 
than using public trans- 
port, yet a similar pro- 
portion want cars per- 
manently banned from 
the city centre. 

Despite rising pollu- 
tion from exhaust 
fumes, the French gov- 
ernment has long shied 
away from confronting 
the motorist lobby. 

Environment Minister 
Dominique Voynet, the 
Greens leader, is cam- 
paigning for bolder 
action, and several cities 
last summer cut speed 
limits as beat waves 
pushed pollution to dan- 
gerous levels. 



DHAKA (R) — Families 
who took refuge . .in 
crammed shelters in 
Bangladesh's capital began 
returning home Monday as 
floodwarers which had 
inundated large areas of the 
city for more than two 
months receded, officials 
said. 

Dhaka residents had been 
asked by the authorities to 
vacate shelters as soon as 
possible, a disaster man- 
agement ministry official 
said. 

“We are not forcing any- 
one out but just saying they 
should go back as their 
homes are rising above the 
water,” said the official, 
who declined to be identi- 
fied. 

Newspapers Monday 
reported that many families 
had already left shelters 
Sunday, apparently driven 
out by poor sanitation and 
spreading disease. 

"I have been thrown into 
a virtual sewer with filth, 
bad smell, flies and mos- 
quitoes,” said Muslimuddin 
Mollah of Dhaka's eastern 
suburb of Madariek. 

He left his shelter with his 
wife and children and 
relumed to his house. 


which had been under 
water for seven weeks. 

“I did not expect so much 
damage. AH my wood fur- 
niture is beyond use. My 
refrigerator is not working 
while rats have eaten up 
virtually everything in my 
colour television" said 
Mollah, a government 
worker. 

Dhaka Mayor 

Mohammad Hanif said 
Monday some 6.000 clean- 
ers had been working 
round-the-clock, trying to 
remove huge piles of waste 
and garbage in the city. 

“While carrying out the 
cleanliness drive, special 
attention would be given to 
eradicating mosquitoes.” 
Lhe official BSS news 
agency quoted him as say- 
ing. 

The floods, the most pro- 
longed natural disaster in 
Bangladesh, have killed at 
least 1.269 people and left 
millions homeless since 
beginning in early July. 
About half of Dhaka, a city 
of about nine million peo- 
ple, has been under water. 

The deluge, started by 
heavy rain and fed by water 
from upstream India, has 
caused huge damage to 


Pakistan’s Bhutto seeks 
Clinton help on Islamic law 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 
Pakistani opposition 
leader Benazir Bhutto 
sought U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's help Monday to 
stop Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif from pur- 
suing the implementation 
of his controversial 
Islamic law, her party 
officials said. 

In a letter to Clinton, on 
the day he is expected to 
tneet Sharif in New York 
on the fringes of a U.N. 
General Assembly ses- 
S] 0ii, Bhutto asked 
Clinton to intervene to 
make Pakistan a moder- 
a te, democratic and roler- 
aot country. 

The letter, a copy of 
which was faxed to the 
media, attacked Sharif’s 
policies after Pakistan 
conducted a series of 
nuclear tests in response 
to similar tests by arch- 


rival India in May. 

“The Nawaz regime is 
seeking to undermine our 
constitution through pas- 
sage of a bill under the 
guise of Sharia Law, a 
move which will concen- 
trate all powers into the 
hands of the prime minis- 
ter, degrade women, and 
remove all protections for 
ethnic and religious 
minorities,” Bhutto 
wrote. 

The proposed constitu- 
tional amendment bill 
that Sharif wants parlia- 
ment to approve seeks to 
make the Koran and 
Sunnah, teachings of 
Prophet Mohammad, the 
supreme law of Pakistan. 

Critics of the bill say it 
will bestow extraordinary 
administrative and con- 
stitutional powers on 
Sharif. 

The prime minister 


denies the charge and 
says he wants to establish 
an egalitarian Islamic 
welfare slate free of 
crime and corruption. 

Parliament is to resume 
debate on the bill later 
Monday but it will be few 
more days before it is 
voted on because Sharif 
and other cabiner minis- 
ters are outside the coun- 
try. 

“I assume that you will 
be discussing with Prime 
Minister Sharif the urgent 
matter of reducing ten- 
sions in South Asia, 
means to resolve the 
Afghan crisis, and terms 
for a potential economic 
assistance . package for 
Pakistan in the post- 
nuclear era,” she said. 

“While these are impor- 
tant issues, l must 
implore you to raise with 
Prime Minister Sharif the 


tragic developments that I 
have brought to your 
attention,” she said. 

“Further, for regional 
and global stability in this 
new nuclear age. 1 urge 
you to impress upon him 
the importance of a mod- 
erate. democratic and tol- 
erant Pakistan, replete 
with a strong constitu- 
tion. freedom of the 
press, an impartial judi- 
ciary and respect for 
political opposition.” 
Bhutto said. 

No official agenda of 
Clinton- Sharif talks has 
been announced but the 
two leaders are likely to 
discuss regional tensions, 
the Kashmir dispute, 
signing of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty and lifting of eco- 
nomic sanctions that were 
imposed in response to 
the nuclear tests. 


ArA -j-na fc rai — 

Gunmen Monday stole 
two works by 
Impressionist masters 
Claude Monet and Alfred 
Sisley alter taking hostage 
the curator of the Nice arts 
museum in the south of 
France. The two hooded 
gunmen burst into the 
home of Jean Forms at 
7:00 a.m. and forced him 
to drive them in his vehicle 
to the museum where they 
stole an 1890 Sisley entitled 
“AJle des peupliers" and 
an 1897 Monet, “Falaises 
de Dieppe”. The pair took 
off in the curator’s car. The 
security system was turned 
off at the museum when 
the attack took place ahead 
of opening time as museum 
staff were already in the 
building. The unsuspecting 
guard opened the door to 
the curator and was imme- 
diately tied up and gagged 
along with another muse- 
um employee and locked 
up in the library. Culture 
ministry official Xavier 
Girard said it would be 
impossible to sell the 
works, both oils measuring 
about 65 by 85 centimetres. 


Flood victims in Bangladesh capital Dhaka wait In a queue for a share of cooked food 
delivered by volunteers. The floods, which have killed more than 1 ,200 people and left 
millions homeless, have been receding. Many victims have already left shelters trying 
to rebuild life in their wrecked homes, but they still faced shortage of food and clean 
water (Reuters photo) 

Bangladesh flood victims 
return to their homes 


agriculture, industry, infra- 
structure and housing. 

Agriculture Minister 
Begum Matia Chowdhury 
said Sunday the country’s 
usual 2-milIion-tonne annu- 
al foodgrain shortfall would 
be around 4.3 million 
tonnes this year because of 
the floods. 

The minister said there 
was no fear of famine 
because the gap would be 
made up through imports 
and foreign food aid. 

The Flood Forecasting 
and Warning Centre said 
Monday the levels of most 
flooded rivers were drop- 
ping steadily. 

Tfie Burigunga River near 
Dhaka dropped below iis 
danger level Monday after 
57 days, the centre said. 

More than 297.000 peo- 
ple had been hit by diar- 
rhoea after drinking pollut- 
ed water or eating rotten 
food. At least 3S5.of them 
have died* 

Three had died in Dhaka's 
International Cenne for 
Diarrhoea! Disease and 
Research in the last 24 
hours, centre officials said 
Monday evening. Health 
officials have warned the 
disease may spread further. 
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Kohl claws back in 
last week of campaign 


BONN (R) — Germany's 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
began his final week of elec- 
tion campaigning Monday 
with another poll showing he 
had clawed back to within 
two points of challenger 
Gerhard Schroeder. 

“We have reasons for opti- 
mism." Kohl told a news 
conference 10 launch his 
Christian Democrats' appeal 
for Germany's 60 million 
voters to turn out Sunday. 

KohL 68. said the economy 
was picking up and that 
unemployment, the main 
issue in the campaign, was 
falling. 

Sehroeder's centre-left 
Social Democratic party' dis- 
missed Kohl's final spun as 
too little too late. 

“If they go on like this they 
will catch us up by spring 
next year.” said SPD cam- 
paign manager Franz 
Muenterfering. ~ 

A poll by Dimap for ARD 
television showed the con- 
servative CDU climbing half 
a point to 3S.5 per cent while 
the SPD was stuck on 405 
per cent. 

It was the third poll in a 
week showing the CDU had 
whittled away the SPD’s lead 
from 12 points in April to 
just two points. 

Kohl, running for a record 
fifth consecutive term, has 
been buoyed by the strong 
showing of his party’s 
Bavarian wing in a state elec- 


tion last week. 

Some of the thrust was 
blunted, however, by a junior 
minister who said the gov- 
ernment would raise value 
added tax if reelecred. Kohl 
ruled out a tax hike but the 
SPD seized upon it as useful 
election ammunition. 

SPD chairman Oskar 
Lafontaine said Monday the 
party’ would focus on tax pol- 
icy in the final week of the 
campaign which Kohl is 
fighting on his record as the 
West's longest-serving 
leader. 

“It's not acceptable that lies 
are told about tax policies 
before elections,” Lafontaine 
told reporters. 

“It can’t be allowed that the 
leading politician in this 
republic always resorts to the 
methods of deception and 
lying at election time and 
goes unpunished,” he added. 

The Dump poll put sup- 
port for Kohl’s junior coali- 
tion partners, the liberal Free 
Democrats, down half a 
point at five per cent — the 
minimum level needed to 
win seats in the Bundestag 
lower house of parliament. 

The leftist Greens, likely 
coalition partners in an SPD- 
led government, were steady 
on 6.5 per cent. 

The survey — which gave 
no sample size or margin of 
error data — also said 
around 28 per cent of voters 
were still undecided. 


Both the Greens and liber- 
als have been canvassing for 
each German's “second 
vole” bur the bigger parties 
have ruled out doing their 
allies any favours by order- 
ing supporters to vote differ- 
ently on their second bailor. 

Every German voter has 
two ballots, one few the can- 
didate in his voting district 
and one for a national party 
list 

“"We have no votes to give 
away." Kohl said, comment- 
ing on the Free Democrats' 
campaign that urges CDL 1 
voters to give the FDP their 
second vote. 

“Every pony has to fight 
for its ow n votes.” Kohl said. 

Since neither Kohl nor 
Schroeder is expected to win 
enough seats to govern 
alone, the role of the small 
parties is crucial. 

The election could tum on 
ihe performance of the 
reform communist Party of 
Democratic Socialism. 
Dimap pul support for the 
party, the heir- to the rulers of 
the former east, unchanged ut 
4.5 per cent. 

The party is campaigning 
hard for three constituencies 
in east Berlin. If it wins these 
three it can stay in the Bonn 
parliament despite the five 
per cent cut-off rule. 

This would make it more 
difficult for an SPD-Green 
alliance to form a coalition. 


Allegations of MI6 misconduct 
handed over to government lawyer 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Allegations of “illegal activi- 
ties" by Britain’s overseas 
intelligence agency MI6 were 
handed over Monday to the 
government’s official lawyer, 
on behalf of a former MI6 
agent making the accusa- 
tions. 

Jolin Wadham, lawyer for 
renegade spy Richard 
Tomlinson who fled Britain 
earlier this year, said he 
hoped the move will prompt 
the government to set up a 
ft/I 1 investigation. 

The allegations will also be 
passed to a parliamentary 
comminee which scrutinises 
the security services. 

Outside the Official 
Solicitor’s office in central 
London, Wadham refused to 
discuss the contents of the 
dossier but called on the gov- 
ernment to open an indepen- 
dent investigation into the 
claims. 

“Mr. Tomlinson would like 
to see something done about 
his allegations. He would like 


to know that the trouble he 
has been put to by being 
arrested wherever he goes in 
the world and being impris- 
oned in this country is going 
to result in some changes to 
MI6 where he used to work. 

"My overall concern is the 
inadequate accountability of 
the security services and 
that’s why we are reduced to 
asking the government to 
investigate itself,” Wadham 
said. 

Tomlinson was jailed last 
year for breaching the 
Official Secrets Act when he 
tried to find a publisher for 
his memoirs. Now living in 
Switzerland, he sent a letter 
containing the allegations to 
Wadham. 

At the weekend the Sunday 
Times reported that 
Tomlinson alleged that 
British intelligence planted a 
“mole” in the Bundesbank, 
the German central bank, to 
pass on information about the 
German economy. 

Tomlinson, who worked for 


M16 for four years until 1996, 
said the mole, known as 
“Orcada”, was a high-ranking 
bank official. 

The former agent said 
Grcada provided regular 
intelligence on German inter- 
est-rate movements and had 
given information on the 
German position during key 
European Union negotiations 
on a single European curren- 
cy. 

Tomlinson also claimed 
France. Spain. Italy and 
Switzerland were targets for 
British economic intelli- 
gence. 

Tomlinson was arrested in 
Paris in August along with 
David Shayler. a former 
agent of Britain's domestic 
intelligence agency. MJ5. The 
arrests were made at the 
request of British authorities 
who suspected the men were 
about to reveal official 
secrets. 

Shayler faces extradition to 
Britain, while Tomlinson was 
released. 
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Getting it together 


THE NATIONAL conference on unemploy- 
ment was off to a good start Sunday when His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, urged the conferees not to limit their 
deliberations to the diagnosis of the crisis but 
to cut deeper by identifying operational ways 
to solve or at least ameliorate it. The Regent’s 
recommendations came amidst reports that 
the organisers of the conference were bent on 
giving intermediate and long-term solutions 
just as much attention as immediate panaceas. 
When people are hungry, they could care less 
for delayed solutions, although effective reso- 
lution of the problem also requires permanent 
long-term solutions. 

Thus, it is not surprising that there are those 
who cast doubt about the ability of the confer- 
ence to come up with concrete ideas to satisfy 
the urgent and pressing needs of a big chunk 
of the labour force. The Ministry of Labour's 
submissions won no applause; they were 
replays of old tunes. Not only does the govern- 
ment cling to its figure of only 15% unemploy- 
ment when it is common knowledge that the 
jobless rate Is as high as 27, but appears to 
explain the rampant problem by way of worn 
out rationalisations. 

Others see in the number of foreign labour- 
ers as a principal culprit. Then there were 
those who attributed the crisis in part to the 
so-called ‘‘culture of shame.” So there is not 
pven agreement yet on the extent or the nature 
of the unemployment phenomenon. This much 
wet-need- to agree on before we can begin to 
prescribe immediate and then intermediate 
and long-term methods for rectifying the situ- 
ation. 

The business climate in the country has 
clearly been damaged by recent events in the 
Middle East. Lack of progress in the peace 
process has certainly cooled investment fever, 
and the continued sanctions on Iraq have 
hurt our exports. This is not to mention the 
overall deflationary international economic 
process. 

There is no denying, however, that the 
restructuring of our economy along the lines 
proposed by international monetary’ agencies 
may have exasperated the labour intensive 
industries. We have noted time and again that 
a dramatic shift to free market economy caus- 
es dislocations and imbalances. In many coun- 
tries the prompt change of economic course 
has contributed to the widening of the gap 
between the rich and the poor. Privatisation is 
a trend-setter but we have to recognise that 
this type of economic path does indeed add to 
the unemployment problem and calls for the 
incorporation of a social safety net 

While we cannot do a great deal about exter- 
nal Influences, we certainly can do much more 
about the domestic scene. As Prince Hassan 
said, unemployment is not only about statistics 
but also about human beings who must be pro- 
tected from hunger and anxiety. This much we 
must be willing to do right away. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Ra'i's Fahed Fanek criticised the government’s pol- 
icy statement on the economy, which he said did not 
come up with anything new. The government's state- 
ment was more a description than a discussion of the 
problem, he said, and although he was confident that the 
government will have a reform programme, he doubted 
it was ready. The statement affirmed the need to main- 
tain the gains of the economic reform programme, 
which came as a result of large sacrifices from ordinary 
Jordanians, and reaffirmed the monitory policy of hav- 
ing to maintain the value of the dinar, added the writer. 
Fanek claimed the government will sign an investment 
agreement with the United States which has been ready 
for three years. He criticised the government for not 
paying enough attention to privatisation in its statement 
claiming the government did not show much commit- 
ment to privatise the Jordan Telecommunication compa- 
ny, considered as the cornerstone of Jordan's economic 
credibility domestically and internationally, said Fanek. 


A1 Dustour's Hussein Rawashdeb urged the Iranian 
leadership not to involve itself in a war with 
Afghanistan. The only losers, said the writer, will be the 
Muslims from both countries. Iran understands the fact, 
claimed the writer, that the U.S. reaction to the killing of 
the two Iranian diplomats in Afghanistan, was designed 
to incite the former allies to a war of attrition. The only 
winner from the war would be the United States, he 
added. The Iranians have learnt from their war with Iraq 
and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan that war is not a 
wise option. Nevertheless, the writer called on the Arab 
countries to interfere and prevent the shedding of 
Muslim blood. If war erupts, all sides will lose, and the 
energy and money is better spent on projects to benefit 
the people of both nations, he concluded. 


Bill, Monica, Ken, and lessons for all 


THE ONGOING spectacle of the Bill Clinton and 
Monica Lewinsky scandal reaches something of a climax 
this week with the release of more documents and video- 
tapes of testimony before the grand jury. What should we 
make of all this? 

My personal analysis is that this is not really a deep 
personal scandal for Bill Clinton or anyone else. 
According to the dominant values of American civilisa- 
tion — r personal material gratification and public exhibi- 
tionist entertainment — Bill Clinton has probably 
achieved the height of success. (I can only see two 
remaining goals for him to achieve in life: to stand in 
from of the NBC studio during the Today Show and jump 
up and down like an idiot in front of the cameras, and, to 
appear on one of the daytime television shows with his 
family. Monica Lewinski, Jennifer Flowers. Paula Jones, 
Ken Starr, and Jesse Jackson and have a good argument, 
cry a bit, and then finish with a collective hug.) 

The most intimate details of Bill Clinron's personal and 
sexual life are being discussed in public. He professes 
remorse, apologises three times a day, vows atonement, 
pleads for redemption and forgiveness, looks the camera 
and the American people in the eye, and at the end of the 
day goes to bed relatively sure that almost nobody in the 
United States or the world believes him — because he 
has been shown to be an irresponsible liar. 

Yet, his job approval ratings are very high; two-thirds 
of Americans want him to stay in office, and feel that Ken 
Starr's investigation has gone too far and for too long. 
What could all this mean? It might mean that the United 
States is not ignoring the concept of sin, but merely 
redefining it. and separating sin from criminality. Issues 
of morality and sin are increasingly relegated to Sunday 
schools and children’s theatres in contemporary America; 
in the real world, the important and operative criteria of 
what is deemed acceptable behaviour have little to do 
with traditional concepts of right and wrong, or good and 
bad ( there are only three perfect men in the United States, 


as far as 1 can tell : Walter Cronkite, Arnold Palmer, and 
Sammy Sosa, everybody else is damaged goods). 

Bill Clinton is a flawed human being who is also doing 
a good job as president — the American majority says — 
because the economy is robust and most Americans feel 
their quality of life is improving. The message is that the 
personal gratification of individual Americans is more 
important than die collective dignity of their community 
or nation. 

This is totally in keeping with the American trend 
towards a society that enjoys neither shame nor privacy. 
Bill Clinton's repeated dishonourable behaviour with 
women subordinates and in lying to the American people, 
should have caused him shame enough for several life- 
times. But there is no shame here. His public credibility 
and support remain strong. 

We witness today the point of convergence of two his- 
torical trends that have long defined the best and worst 
aspects of American life: Benjamin Franklin, meet the 
Bold and the Beautiful. American public figures and 
political leaders should promote the productivity and 
efficacy of the American economy so that free individual 
citizens can live a good life, and they should also provide 
really high quality entertainment to their people. Bill 
Clinton achieves high grades on both counts — and that’s 
probably why he's president His moral weaknesses are 
not a sign of his downfall, but rather of his success all 
these years. 

But this is not only entertaining. It is also instructive, 
especially when viewed from a distance. Hie most 
important aspect of this matter to me is the separation of 
political powers, and the role of the judiciary. I rip my 
cap to an American system that appoints a special prose- 
cutor to undertake the sort of investigation that Ken Starr 
has made, and one that gives all sides the opportunity to 
give testimony and review evidence. 

” The simultaneous, high-energy roles of the judiciary, 
the Congress, the White House and the mass media in the 


United States these days is an inspiring spectacle. I am 
impressed and slightly jealous that four sej^Le sources 
of power and authority in America wage public battle to 
• try to determine a) the moral verdict and political wiU of 
the American people, and, b) the appropriate political 
response to Bill Clinton’s personal nusdeeds. We may 
have something to learn from the good points of this 
American drama. 

This is the real definition of democracy and account- 
ability in the United States today: after the full disclosure 
of the facts, the majority will of the people will prevail. 
Hiis formidable expression of the sovereignty of the peo- 
ple is built on a system of real checks-and-balances 
amone the different branches of government It may not 
be suftable for other countries, but it is sparkling in its 
American context You can be sure that other American 
public figures will be more careful in their behaviour m 
the years to come. This is what accountability is all 
about If you misbehave, and are caught you pay the 

Pl What price will President Clinton pay? Impeachment 
seems rather harsh, and a censure by Congress pretty 
' meaningless. I suggest something in between: if the U.S. 
Congress, representing the American people, really finds 
Bill Clinton's behaviour to be unacceptable, they should 
ask him to take a voluntary leave of absence for two 
months, giving him time and reason for atonement 
redemption and all the other good things that he says he 
is now deeply engaged in. This would truly humiliate him 
for a short period of rime — and thus provide meaning- 
ful punishment — while also allowing him to continue 
his term of office and keep the good rimes rolling for his 
friendly, happy constituency. 

The genius of American civilisation is that it has always 
combined serious concepts of good governance with 
examples of both public criminality and personal frivoli- 
ty. We should enjoy the fleeting entertainment in the lat- 
ter, and draw useful lessons from the former. 


The system is broken 

America’s preoccupation with a president’s disgrace is bad news for the rest of the world 


By Michael Elliott 


THE PROLOGUE is over; the 
play has begun. With the publica- 
tion last Friday of Independent 
Counsel Kenneth Starr's report on 
the Monica Lewinsky affair, the 
crisis in the Ginton presidency 
moves to a new stage. The sala- 
ciousness of Starr's report could 
lead to a backlash against him, 
and support for the president. But 
it is also plausible that the course 
now set could lead to the presi- 
dent’s removal from office, either 
by impeachment or because, like 
Richard Nixon 24 years ago. he 
resigns because of a collapse in 
his political support. 

This is a matter of profound 
moment for the whole world. It 
explains why this issue of 
Newsweek International is very 
largely devoted to the Clinton cri- 
sis. and long excerpts of Starr’s 
report have been printed, which 
is, in effect, an indictment of the 
president. The report includes 
graphic descriptions of the sexual 
encounters between Clinton and 
Lewinsky of a sort that would not 
normally be published; this is 
done because, for good or ill. they 
are at the heart of Starr's accusa- 
tion — that Clinton peijured him- 
self twice over in describing the 
nature of his relationship with 
Lewinsky. 

There is a great irony in the 
Clinton affair, and it is this: The 
crisis in the American presidency 
matters more to the world outside 
the United States than it does 


inside the country. The enormous 
stature granted to the president 
within rite United States is of 
comparatively recent vintage. It is 
a product of 60 years of overlap- 
ping crises that started in 1929 
and that encompassed an econom- 
ic depression, wars — both hot 
and cold — and the great struggle 
for the civil rights of black 
Americans. In each of these 
crises. America needed a strong 
president and federal government, 
able to get done those things that 
were beyond the power of state 
governments and the private sec- 
tor. But the fall of the Berlin wall 
brought that long period to an 
end. 

America is a prosperous coun- 
try, at peace, and one that long 
ago signalled that it was not pre- 
pared to grant the federal govern- 
ment new powers to advance the 
cause of racial equality. It was 
Bill Gimon’s bad luck to win a 
presidency whose stature had 
been subtly diminished; within 
the bounds of the land of the free, 
it simply matters less than it once 
did who the president is. It cannot 
plausibly be argued that a transfer 
of powers from Clinton to AI 
Gore, his vice president, would 
mark a sort of epochal rupture in 
the affairs of the nation. 

To the world outside, however, 
an America distracted from its 
purpose by a constitutional crisis 
is a disaster. America is the indis- 
pensable nation, on which the 
world's political and economic 
security depends. As Simon 


Jenkins wrote in The Times of 
London last week, “we cannot 


The rest of 
the world, 
when it views 
the United 
States in the 
fall of 1998, 
can be 
forgiven for 
thinking that 
the society it 


necessary hero." At a time of eco- 
nomic collapse in Asia and 
Russia, of a war between 
Islamists and the West, of clear 
and pressing danger in the Middle 
East, and of misery in Africa, the 


uncertainty in Washington, and 
the lack of authority of a president 


sees is an 


ugly one’ 


deny America's role as a guaran- 
tor of world peace. A strong 
American democracy remains the 
fountain of that order. The presi- 
dent represents that democracy... 
The West has no interest in (his) 
downfall... He is ex officio the 
spokesman for freedom. He is a 


the lack of authority of a president 
who has been reduced to a laugh- 
ing stock, is profoundly disturb- 
ing. 

Americans understand the 
importance of their country, and- 
-many of them worry about how it 
’now looks. All \he r same,‘ they 'can ' 
say, with some justice, that they 
did not ask the rest of the world to 
rely on their own good sense and 
reason. But the rest of the world 
does: and when it views the 
United States In the fall of 1998, it 
can be forgiven for thinking that 
the society it sees is an ugly one, 
riven by petty disputes. The 
hatred between Ginton's support- 
ers and his pursuers is shocking, 
and over what? The matters that 
divide them, compared to the 
great ideological divides seen ear- 
lier in the century, are picayune — 
every major American politician 
is a capitalist, every one a patriot, 
every one a democrat, every one 
committed to the cause of person- 
al liberty. Ginton. of course, has 
betrayed the trust of those closest 
to him and the nation as a whole 
— I offer no defence of his con- 
duct. nor suggest that he is fit to 
be a leader. But a nation that 
spends a year tearing itself apart 
over the truthfulness of his 
account of a tawdry affair is one 


whose politics have become deca- 
dent. . . 

Decadence, sadly, is all too 
obvious in modem America. 'Hie 
details of the Starr report — 
which are such that, quite literally, 
many will now know more about 
the sexual practices of the presi- 
dent than those of their best friend 

— are just the latest manifestation 
of a culture grown coarse. One 
does not need to endorse the fin- 
gCr-WaggiDg moralism of zealots 
to think that a society whose, 
films, TV, magazines ctnd conver- 
sation are so obsessed with the 
business of sexual gratification is 
not a healthy one. Other genera- 
tions left such mysteries to the 
beatings of the private heart That 
is now called hypocrisy, but it was 
not unwise. 

I first arrived in the United 
States in August 1974, a few days 
after Nixon resigned. 1 was a' 
young man. starting ray first full- 
time job. and was overwhelmed 
by a sense of freedom and vitality 

— but also by the honour, dignity 
and political maturity with which 
the nation had ridden itself of a 
disgraced president. “The system 
worked,” everyone said, with jus- 
tified pride. Whatever the out- 
come of the political crisis of 
1998. 1 would hazard a guess you 
won't hear that little judgement 
trotted out this year. The system is 
sick. 


The writer is the editor of 
Newsweek International. 

— Newsweek International 


You like books? That’s unusual 


Many students are bored by classic texts 
because they lack any rapport with the 
authors 


By Stephen Logan 


PEOPLE COMMONLY suppose that 
teaching literature must be a delightful 
occupation. After all. the subject matter is 
so interesting and the students, presum- 
ably. so keen. 

In principle, of course, these are fair 
assumptions. Literature deals, in the most 
diverse, ingenious and interesting ways, 
with the very stuff of life. It covers the 
entire span of familiar experience from 
birth to death and it speculates on what is 
(to author, reader, or both) unfamiliar or 
unknown. It tells us. os nothing else can. 
what it has felt like to be alive under an 
inexhaustible diversity of historical and 
social conditions. 

Not to be interested in it is unthinkable, 
surely? Well. no. There is a difference 
between being interested in your own 
experience and being interested in what 
other people have written about theirs. 
But even though not everyone is equally 
given to reflecting on what happens, some 
capacity for being interested in experience 
is a basic human attribute. It seems rea- 
sonable to suppose that by the time stu- 
dents reach A level standard, they will be 
competent readers and that, by the time 
some of them go to university they will be 
well on the way to being literary critics. 
But again, this is only half-true. 

In many casual discussions of reading. 


literature is assumed to be modem. But 
most of what we call literature is. in fact, 
old. And the further back you go in time, 
the more you need to know in order sim- 
ply to make sense of a literary text, let 
alone understand why you should enjoy it. 

I once taught Tom Jones ( 1749) to a very 
able group of sixth formers. They were 
interested in ihe basic issues that could be 
abstracted from the book and talked freely 
and fruitfully about whether having a 
good disposition is just luck, whether hon- 
our matters more than piety and whether 
sexual promiscuity wasn't more reprehen- 
sible in the 1 8th century than now. 

The trouble stoned when we tried to dis- 
cover more exactly what Fielding thought 
about such things by closely examining 
his words. It soon became apparent that 
these intelligent, well-educated students 
had difficulty in reading Fielding’s prose: 
the syntax felt too complex, many words 
had undergone important changes of 
meaning and. the whole pace of the narra- 
tive was simply too leisurely for their 
tastes. 

The linguistic impediments to reading 
old books are often more serious than with 
Fielding. Getting an able and willing 
undergraduate to read Chaucer, Malory, 
Spenser or even Bunyan with any degree 
of fluency is often very difficult. The pop- 
ularity of the recent film of Romeo and 
Juliet depended not only on brilliant cam- 
era-work and direction, but on the exci- 
sion from the text of nearly everything a 
modern reader might be stumped by. Fair 
enough: but the new film and the old play 


are only nominally the same. 

My sixth form students had a deeper 
problem with Tom Jones. They could not 
easily imagine the system of values under- 
lying the book. This, too, is a problem 
which gets worse as you go back in time. 
Most pre-modernist literature in English 
is profoundly influenced by Christianity 
and by classical precedent. Most post- 
Modemist literature is not. There is thus 
often a serious disparity of assumptions 
between old books and modem readers. 

Hence what really holds students up in 
their reading is a sense of a lack of rapport 
with their authors;- !alnd this, combining 
with more practical difficulties is often 
enough to dissuade them from further 
effort. They have in a word got bored. 

Even modem literature has its problems. 
Ever since the publication, in the 1920s, 
of Eliot's The Waste Land, Joyce's 
Ulysses, Pound's Cantos and Woolfs To 
the Lighthouse, it has been assumed that 
the best books are the most difficult. 
Hence there is now a distinction in the 
publishing trade between “literary” or 
“original” fiction and the rest. 

You know which books are literary from 
feeling simultaneously an urge to buy 
them with a disinclination to read them. 
This equation of literary sophistication 
with difficulty, occurring at a time when 
traditional standards of judgement ore in 
disarray, has had disastrous results. 

The worst, perhaps, is that bad writers 
are able to cheat diffident readers into 
submission by seeming clever. Hence you 
get the spectacle — still, unfortunately. 


common — of poets, novelists, play- 
wrights and critics implying that if you 
can't be bothered to penetrate their obscu- 
rities, you must be thick. Youngsters tend 
to respond to this either by turning away 
in 'healthy retaliation, or else by becoming 


r , **e w * 

Recent poetry and fiction shows signs of 
regaining its accessibility. And the domi- 
nant literary forms — not the novel, play 
or lyric poem, but the newspaper article, 
the screenplay and the song — are in good 
health. Nonetheless, traditional literature 
has been culturally marginalised and the 
dominance of the audio-visual media has 
fostered habits of attention unsuited to 
leisurely, careful reading. 

The most obvious obstacles to good 
reading are lack of the necessary kinds of 
linguistic knowledge; remoteness from 
the underlying assumptions of old books 
and unreaderly habits of attention. Less 
obvious, but more damaging, however, is 
the loss of faith in reading as a potential 
source of wisdom. This has weakened the 
principal motive for becoming a versatile 
reader. The job of the teacher of literature 
is not to sigh appreciatively over master- 
works the students have only to open to 
enjoy, but to promote good reading by 
encouraging students to recognise the dif- 
ficulties that stand in the way of it. 


The writer is Director of Studies in 
English St. Edmund's College. 
C ambndge. 


— The Independent 
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Newly reflected Prime Minister Goran Pers- 
on, # he forms a new government, wilt have 
prawn that voters are not necessarily repelled 
by election pledges that embrace raising taxes, 
fhm is, at least not voters in Sweden. 

By Belinda Goldsmith 

Reuters 

SWEDEN'S CRADLE-to-grave welfare sys- 
tem is envied throughout the world but many 
Swedes are becoming tired of paying for iL 

With income tax of up to 55 per cent and a 25 
per cent value added tax on most goods and ser- 
vices, Swedes are among the most highly-taxed 
people on earth. 

In the past, tax cuts have not been a priority in 
Swedish general elections but as they prepare to 
vote on September 20. Swedes are saying they 
are no longer happy to lose more than half their 
wages to support the country's showpiece wel- 
fare state. 

“We are seeing a fundamental change in the 
attitude towards tax.” Per Olofsson, managing 
director of the Confederation of Swedish Indus^ 
tries, told Reuters. 

“We have the highest taxes in the world but 
this is not backed up by the highest growth rates 
or job creation and people are realising this.” 
Sweden traditionally has had very low rates of 


unemployment but the number of people out of 
work has increased since the late 1980s, and 
now stands at about eight per cent excluding 
people on government retraining programmes. 

“People are getting annoyed about the number 
of people who are living off benefits or taking 
black market jobs and cheating the system,” 
Olofsson said. 

“This is a deterrent to people seeking jobs. We 
need to make a bigger difference between work- 
ing and living off subsidies.” The Swedish Tax 
Board has estimated that black market jobs, 
false tax declarations and errors in tax returns 
cost the state about $1 0-1 1 billion a year. 

This works out at about nine per cent of total 
annual income lax with Swedes paying around 
$100 billion in tax last year. 

In the run-up to the election, held every four 
years, pollsters asked samples of Sweden’s 6.5 
million voters what they saw as the most impor- 
tant election issues. 

A Gallup poll in mid-August found voters list- 
ed employment and health care as the key issues 
with tax coming seventh. 

Although the level of Swedish taxes would be 
unacceptable in many countries, the pressure for 
tax cuts in Sweden is much weaker than in the 
United States or Britain. 

All working Swedes pay a minimum 30 per- 
cent of their income to local authorities plus 


eight per cent for pensions. Those earning over 
20.000 crowns a month pay an additional 25 per 
cent state rax. 

On top of this comes a kind of 25 per cent 
consumption or value added tax. known as 
MOMS, which is put on almost all goods and 
services. 

Susanne Ackum-Agell, head of the Office of 
Labour Market Policy Evaluation, said about 1 7 
per cent of Swedes paid the maximum tax rate. 

“Swedes are among the highest taxed in the 
world, alongside other countries like Denmark.” 
she said. 

OECD figures based on 1996 revenues pui 
Denmark at the top of the global tax league, 
with a tax burden of 52.2 per cent of Gros.s 
Domestic Product (GDP) against an average of 
37.7 per cent. 

Sweden followed a close second with 52 per- 
cent. 

Preliminary OECD figures for 1997 show this 
burden rising to 53.3 per cent of GDP in Swe- 
den which could make Sweden top of the tax 
table. 

But a recent opinion poll on taxation, con- 
ducted by pollster SIFO between August 24-27. 
found 58 per cent of men and 43 per cent of 
women were in favour of tax cuts. Only 35 per- 
cent of Swedes opposed them if it meant lower 
social benefits. 


The poll showed 57 per cent of supporters of 
Sweden's ruling Social Democratic Party (SDPi 
opposed tax cuts while 36 per cent were in 
favour. Some 82 per cent of opposition or Mod- 
erate Party supporters favoured tax cuts. 

The Swedes who are happy to hand over a 
huge part of their income to support the welfare 
system want to see more spent on iu 

This may seem surprising when government 
expenditure last vear accounted for 62 per cent 
of GDP. 

But most taxpayers are also welfare recipients 
and arc willing to pay for good child-care cen- 
tres and lavish pensions. 

Newly re-elected Prime Minister Goran Pers- 
son, did not promise any tax cuts in his election 
pledges, instead, his party, the Social Democ- 
rats, vowed to increase spending on social pro- 
grammes. particularly child care and pensions. 

Years of painful fiscal tightening have started 
to erode the welfare system. 

The umbrella union group, LO, which is an 
integral part of the Social Democratic move- 
ment, is campaigning against further cuts in 
welfare provision for disadvantaged groups 
such as the unemployed and single parents. 

“We have high levels of taxation in Sweden 
because we have high ambitions in our welfare 
policy," Persson said in the SDP's election man- 
ifesto' that unveiled a nine billion crown spend- 


ing package. 

“When there is room for lowering taxes after 
paying off the public debt, improving quality in 
health care, schools and welfare services, 
improving pensions and raising the economic 
standard of families with children, our ambition 
must be to take further steps towards greater 
justice and equality. 

“The tax system must contribute to reducing 
social divisions in society.” 

Nevertheless, Sweden's main opposition 
party, the conservative Moderates, led by for- 
mer prime minister Carl Bildt, campaigned on 
tax cuts saying they would create more jobs. 

“As things stand today, we are paying the 
world's highest taxes but do not have the 
world’s best welfare." Bildt said in an election 
programme. 

“The political system deprives citizens of a 
record share of their incomes bur is incapable of 
delivering the legal security, the medical care 
and the education which citizens are entitled to 
demand." 

The Moderates proposed a top tax limit of 50 
per cent, a 12 per cent tax deduction for low and 
medium income earners, reduction of real prop- 
erty tax, less tax on pension savings and less tax 
on petrol and domestic services. 
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Mexican coast 
seeks tourist 
cash 


By Mkbad Christie 

■ Reiners 

THE CAPITAL of Mexico’s 
south-eastern state of Quintana 
Roo has seen better days. 
Ramshackle taxis rattle along 
potbded toads, dirty water 
laps against the deserted quay, 
and anyone who does not 
work for the state government 
probably does not work at aE. 

Yet on asptfof land across 
the bay, Caribbean waves 
break lazily era an unspoiled 
whfle^iid 'beach' while, fur-' 
(her out, a turquoise sea glitters. . 
dot sun-drenched coral reefs. 

If officials have their way, 
tins pristine southern coast 
known, as the “Costa Maya” 
(Mayai Coast), win soon fol- 
low the lead of the state’s 
northern shores and begin hir- 
ing droves of foreigners with 
daflacs and deulschrnarks to 
help feed GbetumaTs poor. 

•Tourism will be our salva- 
tion," .. said William Souza 
Calderon, deputy director of 
state tourism agency Rde- 
Caribe. 

vQmtana Roo is no stranger 
[o'tpurism. The purpose-built 
resort of Canom, since ir was 
constructed in the north of the 
sob in the 1970s, has become 
one of Mexico’s main holiday 
destinations, drawing millions 


of foreignecs every yean 

But the southern part of the 
state, where the local govern- 
ment is. based, has suffered 
benign neglect, losing its status 
as a ‘'free port” exempt from 
retail tax several years ago and 
risking slowly ever since into 
a tropical stupor. 

Once they know it they will 
fell in love in August, Gov. 
Mario Villanueva Madrid 
launched the “Ruta de la Aven- 
tura Maya” (Route of the 
Mayan Adventure), saying 
promotion was key for the 
plan because “once people get 
to know the Costa Maya they 
will feD in love with it.” The 
puject envisages the construc- 
tion of roads, three small air- 
ports, a jetty for cruise liners 
and a string of hotels on a vir- 
tually undeveloped strip of 
coast running from the Sian 
Ka’an nature reserve to Mexi- 
co’s border with Belize. 

The state government fore- 
sees $19 imlSon in public sec- 
tor infrastructure investment 
and some $6 miHioo in invest- 
ment by private hotel owners, 
scuba diving schools and 
marine spots cerates along the 
mangrove-lined beach. 

Thirty kilometres out to sea 
lies the breathtaking beauty of 
the Banco Cbindbono coral 
reef; which, rising suddenly 
from 1.000-mettedeep waters, 
is home to hundreds of species 
of fish and seabirds arid a shal- 
low grave to at least a dozen 
tracks, some of them galleons 
°nce laden with Peruvian sfl- 
vet 

Inland, 1,000-year-old 
Mayan - pyramids poke 
ifrmogh steamy jungle while 


Officials say they do not aim 
to develop the Mayan Coast to 
the same extent as the north, 
where glitzy resorts like Can- 
cm Playa del Carmen and the 
island of Cozumel cater to 
package tours and billions of 
dollars are being invested in 
new monster beach hotels by 
international drains tike 
Spain's Sol Melia. 

“The idea is not to com- 
pete,” Souza told Reuters in an 
interview in RdeCaribe's run- 
down offices in a Chetumal 
suburb. 

“Vfe're thinking more of ! 
adventure tourism, eco- 
tourism.” Party-seekers will go 
elsewhere; die state hopes to 
attract hardy “eco-archeo- 
tourists” interested in scuba 
diving, tranquillity and ancient 
Mayan history. The “spring- 
breakers” and party-seekers 
who flock to Cancun's discos 
and bars are unlikely to be 
attracted by the spartan sim- 
plicity planned for die south. 

Miguel Sosa Huerta, a biolo- 
gist working at HdeCaribe, 
said authorities were deter- 
mined to carry out thorough 
environmental impact studies 
and ensure development was 
kept as ecologically friendly as 
posable, especially near the 
Chinchorro reef, which has 
been declared a protected area. 

Local envirorunentalists are 
supportive, aiguing that as 
long as the law is respected 
eco-tourism could indeed 
mean much-needed food oa 
the table for the region's main- 
ly impoverished Mayan Indian 
population. 

“We can’t possibly oppose 
development because the 
whole coast of Quintana Roo 
has a clear tourist vocation,” 
said Concepcion Molina, 
coastal planning director for 
environmental pressure group 
Amigos de Sian Ka’an 
(Friends of Sian Ka’an), which 
has been helping the date gov- 
ernment come up with new 
laws to protea the coral reef 
and die coast. 

“Sure, there are always eco- 
logical dangers,” Mohna 
acknowledged. But for south- 
ern Quintana Roo there are 
few alternatives, officials say. 
The soil is poor and overfish- 
ing has already reduced fish 
and lobster stocks drastically. 

A small number of shoppers 
from neighbouring Belize, 
where most goods are more 
expensive, keeps Chemmal's 
stores going, but there is no 
industry in the stale espial and 
the government is the principal 
employer. 

Yet tourism can also bring 
new problems, fit Playa del 
Carmen, five hours drive to the 
north, locals have quite simply 
been priced out of town by 
big-spending foreigners. 

“Now we have to even pay 
dollars to gpf into the nature 
reserves, litese places used to 
belong to Mexicans,” taxi dri- 
ver Manuel said with a frown. 
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Mountain gorillas thrive despite perils 


By Simon Denyer 

Reuters 

DEEP IN the heart of Uganda’s only rainfor- 
est reserve, o large male silverback gorilla 
peers disdainfully through the thick bush. 

The object of his gaze — a small group of 
Western tourists who have trekked for four 
hours through the forest for this glimpse of 
one of the world’s last surviving mountain 
gorillas. 

For a while gorilla and tourisr study each 
other. Then, his curiosity satisfied, the silver- 
back stretches out to resume his afternoon 
snooze, with one careful eye on the intruders. 

Only around 620 mountain gorillas sur- 
vive, making them one of the world’s most 
endangered species. They are split into two 
roughly equal groups, one in the relative 
safety of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park 
in south-west Uganda. 

The other has a more precarious existence 
around the Vlrunga -volcanoes; in a series of 
three linked national paries, straddling the 
comers of Uganda, Rwanda 'and the former 
Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

Instability in Rwanda and the Congo poses 
a major threat to that population. 

“The population is very threatened right 
now," said Annette Lanjouw, regional coor- 
dinator for the International Gorilla Conser- 
vation Programme (IGCP), which provides 
technical assistance to the three govern- 
ments. 

“There are problems with rebels, namely 
the (Rwandan Hutu) Interahamwe, who are 
using the park to move across in the Rwan- 
dan region” she said. “In May last year, at 
least 10 animals were killed because they 
were caught in the crossfire between the mil- 
itary and the rebels ” 

But rebels are not the only threat to the 
mountain gorilla, whose contact with 
humans has long been an unhappy one. 

Gorillas, like chimpanzees, share about 98 
per cent of their generic material, or DNA, 
with humans. That makes them very suscep- 


tible to a whole range of human diseases — 
but without human immune systems, even a 
simple eold or flu could threaten a gorilla 
group. 

Tourists are kepr to at least five metres 
from the gorillas they encounter, and are 
barred from tracking if they have a cold. 
Even so, some conservationists argue that 
tourism is a 
major threat 
to the species. 

“There arc a 
lot of people 
who don't 
believe in 
gorilla 

tourism,” said 
Lanjouw. “We 
argue that if 
you don’t 
have tourists, 
you wouldn’t 
be able to pro- 
tect them at 
all.” A maxi- 
mum of six 
tourists are 
allowed to 
visit a “habit- 
uated” gorilla 
group every 
day, and stay 
for just one 
hour. Each foreign visitor pays SI SO for the 
experience, on top of the $20 park entrance 
fee. 

The income generated finances the gorilla 
parks and also subsidises other, less-visited 
parks in the three countries. 

Before civil war broke out in Rwanda in 
the early 1990s. gorilla tourism was the 
country’s third-highest foreign exchange 
earner, behind tea and coffee. 

American researcher Dion Fossey brought 
mountain gorillas international Fame, with 
her efforts to protect them from poachers the 
subject of the Hollywood film “Gorillas in 
the Mist" 



Fossey spent 13 years in Rwanda studying 
the gorillas and habituating them to humans 
before her murder in I9S5. Today, her lega- 
cy has been taken up by the IGCP. 

Ir takes around IS months to habituate 
gorilla groups to human contact Initially, 
trackers see little more than a disturbance in 
the thick bush before the primates move off. 

Gradually, by 
imitating the 
grunting of a 
satisfied goril- 
la, they narrow 
the distance the 
animals are 

comfortable 
with — but not 
without the 

occasional run- 
in. 

“When they 
charge, you 
remain submis- 
sive, you don’t 
move a step, 
you keep your 
eyes looking 
down as much 
as possible," 
said Sampson 
Werikhe, 
IGCP’s deputy 
programme 

director in Uganda. 

“They come as close as five metres. They 
are really threatening, pulling down branch- 
es and hitting their chests... bur when they 
find you are nor responding, they just walk 
away," he said. 

Just two groups are currently "receiving 
visitors” in Bwindi. The second was only 
opened to tourists a few months ago, with a 
maximum of just four visitors a day for the 
time being. 

A third habituated group crossed into the 
Congo earlier this year, moving into a small 
and unprotected forest near the border. They 
are now back in the park, but having split 


into smaller groups, are no longer considered 
good targets for tourism. 

Habituation poses its own problems. Goril- 
las who have lost their fear of humans can be 
a menace to the villagers surrounding die 
reserves. 

“Since they have become habituated, goril- 
las sometimes leave the park and go into 
people's fields," said Lanjouw. 

“They rip the banana trees down and eat 
the pith inside the stem. A family can totally 
destroy a whole banana plantation in just one 
afternoon." 

Despite all the problems, and tbe lack of a 
census in the Vitungas since 1989, conserva- 
tionists say the population is stable. 

Experts even talk of a “baby boom” in the 
past 18 months, with at least 10 births 
recorded in the five habituated groups who 
live in the Congo. 

Lanjouw says that is a normal birth-rate, 
but is nevertheless encouraging in groups 
traumatised by recent events in the region. 

In mid- 1 995, a silverback male, called 
Luwawa, was killed in the Congo. His 
replacement as head of the group, Kabirizi, 
has been busy — his females have bom him 
five young since March this year. 

Bwindi is the only safe and reliable place 
in the world to see mountain gorillas in the 
wild, and waiting lists often stretch for up to 
a year. 

Visitors to Mgahinga National Park, the 
Ugandan portion of the Yinmga range, have 
to take their chances. With gorillas not 
respecting international boundaries, their 
presence in that tiny, comer of Uganda can- 
not be guaranteed. 

Nor is it wise to cross into Rwanda or the 
Congo to follow them. A group of six tourists 
was attacked by Hutu rebels just inside 
Congo last month. 

So far, three of those tourists remain in 
rebel captivity — a stark reminder of the 
unstable environment in which mountain 
gorillas have found their only remaining 
home. 


When an elephant has to die... 


In many game reserves animals multiply beyond 
the park's carrying capacity. To cut down cm the 
numbers of elephants, the larger herds are culled. 

But as Dawn Muir reports, the methods used 
have caused much soul-searching among conser- 
vationists. 

HELICOPTERS FLY over the bush, shooting 
darts into the herd of elephants below. The young 
are darted with a painless drug called M99 which 
puts them to sleep within five to ten minutes. 

Another drug, Scoline, is used to immobilise 
the adults. It paralyses the muscles, but leaves 
them conscious and aware of everything that is 
taking place around them — the killings and trau- 
matised bellowing of the young as they nin 
around witnessing the slaughter. 

M99 is not used on adults because it leaves a 
residue in the meat which makes it unsuitable for 
human consumption. Meat sales provide a useful 
income for the parks so the painful Scoline is 
used because it does not leave a residue. 

Wildlife naturalists, like Daphne Sheldrick who 
has lived among the elephant herds of Kenya’s 
Tsavo Reserve for nearly 40 years, are concerned 
about the welfare of these noble animals. 

She says elephants are sensitive, caring creatures which 
experience the same emotions as humans. Their development 
is similar to ours and their memories span a lifetime. 

Elephants have a strong sense of family with the females 
Organised into groups which bond together for life. Each group 
is led by a matriarch, usually the oldest cow. 

Sheldrick believes elephants have a sense of death, having 
observed the deeply moving reaction of agroup of elephants to 
the death of one of their own. 

The huge animals become silent and the only sound to be 
heard is that of a soft blowing of air from their trunks as they 
investigate their dead. They use their toe nails and soles of their 
feet to touch gently the body. 

Sometimes they cover tbe bodies with leaves and branches, 
returning to the site for years after. 

Elephants are also capable of compassion- that extends 
beyond their own kind. Joyce Poole describes one such inci- 



dent in her book Coming of Age with Elephants when a ranch 
herder in Kenya was charged by u matriarch who broke his leg. 

When the elephant realised he could not walk, she gently 
moved him to a shady tree, using her front feet and trunk, and 
guarded him all afternoon and into the next day. Her family 
left, but she stayed on. occasionally touching the man gently 
with her trunk. 

When a herd of buffalo approached, she chased them away. 
It was as if she had taken it upon herself to protea him. 

Needless to say, the rescue party had a great deal of difficul- 
ty getting near the herder, finally driving the matriarch off by 
shooting over her head. 

Meanwhile, conservationists have also realised that juveniles 
who have been relocated to other national parks to re-establish 
elephant populations are causing immense problems. 

They become psychotic and turn into rogues, damaging 
crops and terrorising villagers. A generation of delinquents has 
grown from the young male orphans who were culled from 


Kruger Park in 1977.. 

These male elephants are killing white rhinoceros 
— an endangered species — in South Africa's 
Pilansbeig National Paik. Gus van Dyke, the mon- 
itoring officer, says they knock tbe rhino to the 
ground, kneel on toe unfortunate creature and then 
gore it to death. 

Elephants have killed 30 rhino over the last three 
years in Pilansberg. Another eight rhino have been 
killed in tbe Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Park in KwaZulu- 
Natal. 

Human lives are being lost as well. A profession- 
al hunter was trampled to death last July in Pilans- 
berg when trying to destroy a bull elephant which 
had attacked tourists’ cars and rhino. 

The elephants are socially maladjusted because 
they failed to integrate with other herds in their new 
environment and grew up outside toe normal hier- 
archy of elephant bulls. 

This hierarchy is essential for a healthy elephant 
society. The dominant bull is usually the biggest, 
oldest and strongest bull and provides a guiding 
hand and discipline to toe younger generatioa 
Pilansbeig is considering introducing big bulls 
into the park in toe hope that they will put the juve- 
niles in their place. 

Kruger Park has called a halt to the annual elephant cull and 
will translocate only whole elephant families in the future. 

Researchers are continuing to search for ways to control ele- 
phant populations. Contraceptive hormonal implants are being 
tested on small herds, but with limited success. 

The hormonal odour excreted by the female causes a social 
unbalancing of the group and she becomes alienated. 

Another proposal is to anaesthetise and humanely kill female 
groups which are not yet of breeding age. The one-off cull 
spares toe matriarch and her successors and leaves the famil y 
unit basically intact 

In the meantime if culling is to be continued, scientists would 
do well to develop a drug which brings about pain-free 
euthanasia and at the same time leaves no residue in toe mea t. 


— Gemini News 
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warns of ‘significant risks’ on international capital markets 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — The IMF warned 
Monday that global capital markets face major 
risks such as paralysis in Japan, overvalued 
U.S. and European stock markets and prospects 
for even broader financial instability. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF), in 
nn annual report, predicted that unless Japan 
acted decisively to shore up its banking sector 
and stimulate its economy, a new round of 
Asian currency turbulence could be set in 
motion. 

In addition, a sharp correction in the stock 
markets of the United States and Europe would 
further dampen recovery efforts in emerging 
economies. 

The study carried out by the IMF staff 
focused on developments through last July, 
according to Charles Adams, assistant director 
of the Fund's research department. 

"Several of the risks we've identified in this 


report have subsequently materialised,” Adams 
told a press conference here, noting that the 
study was completed before the Russian econ- 
omy neared collapse. Latin America came 
under threat and world stock prices plunged. 

“We're now looking at a broader crisis in 
emerging capital markets than we were only a 
couple of months ago." 

In its conclusion, the report warns that “the 
current situation in the international capital 
markets contains a number of significant risks 
and uncertainties, as well as the possibility of 
heightened volatility and large asset price cor- 
rections in the period ahead.” 

It said that private capital flows to emerging 
markets registered a sharp, $67 billion contrac- 
tion last year, the first such decline this decade, 
as investors steered clear of troubled Asian 
economies. 

The fund also Hi ghli ghted the profoundly 


destabilising effects of large and sudden swings 
in capital flows to emerging markets. 

In some instances, it said, countries might 
have to impose temporary controls — in the 
form of taxes — to reduce their vulnerability to 
the effects of short-term capital investment. 

Such a step should complement improved 
data dissemination on emerging market condi- 
tions, as a means of improving investor behav- 
iour, as well as initiatives to establish strong 
regulatory and supervisory systems. 

The IMF was blunt in its insistence that Japan 
move quickly to reform its banking sector, cur- 
rently riddled with bad loans, and boost growth. 

“The failure of Japan to deal promptly and 
more forcefully with its banking and financial 
sector problems is contributing to significant 
domestic economic weakness and downward 
pressure on the yen, risking .significant 
spillovers and another round of Asian currency 


turmoil,” the report warned. 

The study in addition cited the potentially 
damaging impact of a dramatic correction in 
U.S. stock values. 

“U.S. stock prices are even more overvalued 
now than they were one or two years ago. and 
especially in light of the slowdown in earnings 
growth that has already taken place, the current 
phase of the business cycle and the likelihood 
of further fallout from Asia,” the report pointed 
out. 

A severe correction could aggravate “weak- 
nesses in the Japanese economic and financial 
system ... and make the risk of spillovers more 
worrisome than usual.” 

Adams observed that markets in the United 
States and Europe were now experiencing 
“some correction, some fell-back” from stock 
valuations he said had been “difficult to ratio- 
nalise” 


Asia, from 1994 to 1996 the largest recipient 
of private capital flows to emerging markets, 
registered a drop-off of nearly $100 billion last 
year to $13.9 billion. 

Private capital flows to all emeiging markets 
in 1997 fell $67 billion to $173.7 billion, 
according to the IMF, which groups developing 
countries, countries in transition and Hong 
Kong. Israel. South Korea. Singapore and Tai- 
wan in its definition of emerging markets. 

Bucking the downward trend was foreign 
direct investment, which grew by 20 per cent 
last year to $138 billion, according to the IMF. 

Most of the decline in total capital flows to 
Asia was concentrated in the countries hardest 
hit by financial weakness, Thailand, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Indonesia and South Korea; 
where inflows of $73 billion in 1996 were 
replaced by net outflows of $11 billion. 


Egypt says 
reforms improving 
investment climate 


CAIRO (Rj — Finance Min- 
ister Mohieddin A1 Gharib has 
said Egypt’s fiscal and trade 
reforms were creating better 
conditions for foreign direct 
investment. 

"Egypt will always work to 
liberalise trade. It is a must to 
improve the investment cli- 
mate.” Gharib told a confer- 
ence in Cairoi "Our intention in 
future is nor to increase taxes, 
but rather whenever it is possi- 
ble... to reduce tax burdens on 
individuals and companies.” 

Antoine Basile, an adviser to 
the U.N. Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCIAD), 
said that despite increasing lib- 
eralisation. the Arab World had 
a comparatively small share of 
world foreign direct invest- 
ment, which UNCIAD put at 
$349 billion in 1996. 

Economists at the conference 
put the Arab World's share at 
about two per cent and said 
markets needed to open up 
more. 

"The infrastructure in terms 
of legal reform and economic 
reforms and the culture of lib- 
eralisation work together to 
make the inflow slower than 
we would hope it to be." Mona 
Zulficar. a lawyer for Sha- 


lakany Law Office in Egypt, 
told a seminar; | 

Egypt is trying to liberalise 
its economy and attract foreign 
private capita] as part of eco- 
nomic reforms. , 

It recently passed a new 
investment incentives 1 law 
which grants tax holidays to 
companies investing in sectors 
Egypt regards as economic pri- 
orities, such as export enhance- 
ment. 

Investors in free zone areas 
enjoy a full tax holiday except 
for one per cent “which is the 
value-added on industrial pro- 
duction, which is very minor,” 
Gharib said, adding that; stock 
market transactions were tax- 
free. ' 

He said the goverhment 
wanted individual sales tax to 
be as efficient as that of devel- 
oped countries. 'It might take 
some time to reach that; how- 
ever this is the ultimate) aim,” 
hesaid. J 

As pan of efforts to reduce 
domestic debt, Gharib said the 
government had started issuing 
lax-free seven-year maturity 
bonds at 10 per cent Ion a 
montiHo-month basis/ Two 
such issues took place in 
August and September. I 
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U.S. trade official says Asia must stick to reforms 


MANILA (R) — A senior 
U.S. hade official has said 
Asian countries need to 
stand by economic reforms 
to survive the region’s finan- 
cial crisis and move on. 

“There is no doubt the 
region will recover ... But 
recovery will not be easy. It 
will require a serious, sus- 
tained commitment to trade 
liberalisation and structural 
reform.”' U.S. Undersecre- 
tary for International Trade 
David Aaron told members 
of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in the Philip- 
pines. 


“The bottom lrne is that 
those who stick with reform 
programmes will come out 
of the crisis ahead of the 
competition,” he said. 

Aaron said the region 
would not regain its health 
until Japan acted to fix its 
banking system and imple- 
ment other reforms. 

Japan accounts for about 
70 per cent of Asia's gross 
domestic product (GDP), he 
said- 

He said the crisis in Asia is 
a classic example of “boom 
and bust.” 

“Capitalism is a system of 


profit and losses. And, this is 
exactly why capitalism 
works — it punishes bad 
decisions.” he emphasised. 

Aaron said Asia should 
work on four priority trade 
issues, including pushing 
for trade pacts at the 
November summit of the 
Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum, 
completing negotiations on 
the first Information Tech- 
nology Agreement, address- 
ing the millennium bug 
problem and developing a 
favourable environment for 
electronic commerce. 


He uiged the Philippines 
to help develop a new trade 
agreement dubbed the 
“Early Voluntary Sectoral 
Liberalisation" that will 
advance trade liberalisation 
and help counter protection- 
ist measures. 

Aaron said negotiations 
for expanding the first Infor- 
mation Technology Agree- 
ment should be finalised to 
pave the way for lower tar- 
iffs on electrical and infor- 
mation technology equip- 
ment in 44 countries and to 
improve market access to 
these goods. 


Aaron said measures that 
make countries less attrac- 
tive to foreign investors 
would be costly. 

He said countries that pur- 
sue globalisation and “seize 
its opportunities and heed its 
disciplines” would recover 
ahead of others. 

Aaron praised the admin- 
istration of Philippine Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada for 
rejecting foreign exchange 
controls, saying it set an 
example for the region. 

Aaron said for the Philip- 
pines, following through on 
legislation on intellectual 


property protection would 
encourage investments in 
the information technology 
sector. 

He said the United States 
has been hurt by the Asian 
turmoil as a third of its eco- 
nomic growth over the past 
years has been fuelled by 
exports. 

In the first six months of 
the year, the United' States' 
exports rose only one per 
cent from substantial growth 
iQ recent years while exports, 
to Asia were down more 
than 30 per cent, he said. 


i sees low oil prices, OPEC floundering 


LONDON (R) — Oil 
prices set to remain weak 
for the foreseeable future 
and could cause producer 
group OPEC to fall apart, 
former Saudi Oil Minister 
Sheikh Zaki Yamani has 
said. 

“Some are saying that 
current price weakness 


cannot persist. 

“These hopes look overly 
optimistic,” Yamani told an 
energy conference organ- 
ised by his Global Centre 
for Energy Studies think 
tank and CW Associates. 

“I'm not sure OPEC will 
be able to remain intact. 
Members' interests are 


diverging and their ability 
to influence the market has 
become eroded,” he said. 

Yamani warned that the 
demise of the Organisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) could 
lead to “oil price wars and 
extreme price instability.” 

Will OPEC manage to 


hold together or will it fall 
apart leading to oil price 
wars and extreme price 
instability? 

Yamani said the combi- 
nation of low economic 
growth and rising taxation 
on petroleum products 
were not favourable for the 
future of the oil industry. 


He said the crisis in 
Asian economies, previ- 
ously the main driving 
force behind rising oil 
demand, was unlikely to 
prove short-term. 

“Can the tiger economies 
grow at previous rates? 
This is unlikely” Yamani 
told the conference, organ- 


ised jointly with CW Asso- 
ciates. 

He said Japan's structo- 
al problems could take a 
decade to resolve. 

Policies to combat global 
warming, though unlikely 
to be folly ratified, could 
also hit demand for oil. 


Romanian government imposes 
taxes to make extra revenue 


BUCHAREST, Romania 
(AP) — Seeking to fill 
the country’s emptying 
coffers, the government 
has said it would levy 
extra taxes on goods from 
cigarettes to newspapers. 

For the past months, the 
government has been 
looking for ways to bring 
in extra revenue to pre- 
vent a steep downturn in 
the economy, which like- 
ly will shrink by four per 
cent this year, a govern- 
ment official said. 

Foreign and domestic 
investment has stalled 


due to uncertainties about 
stalled market reforms 
and political feuding. 
Purchasing power has 
declined and the Roman- 
ian currency, the lei, has 
been overvalued in recent 
years. 

An extra tax of three 
per cent will be slapped 
on all imports and excise 
taxes for cigarettes and 
alcohol will be doubled, 
to try and rein in the 1998 
budget deficit, the gov- 
ernment said. 

It will also apply an 1 1 
per cent value added tax 


to books and publica- 
tions. which has caused 
outrage among publish- 
ers. 

Previously, they were 
exempt from the value 
added tax. 

The measures come into 
effect on Oct. I. Budget 
expenditures were also 
slashed by lei 7.5 trillion 
($833 million), a measure 
needed to keep the deficit 
at four per cent, said Dan 
Radu Rusanu, a state sec- 
retary at the ministry of 
finance. 


SOS to set up new village in Irbid 


A NEW SOS village will be established in 
Irbid, north of Jordan. It will be the third after 
Amman and Aqaba village. Her Majesty 
Queen Noor will lay the foundation stone for 
the third SOS children’s village. Her 
Majesty’s blessing was granted to build the 
Irbid village during the 10th anniversary on 
the establishment of SOS children’s village in 
Amman which was attended by Helmut Kutin, 
president of SOS Kinderdorf International. 

A decision was also taken by SOS Kinder- 
dorf International to establish a home for 
retired SOS mothers who worked at the vil- 
lage. The project is to ensure the future of SOS 
mothers who worked in SOS village in Jordan, 
after the age of retirement, and to honour the 
role of mothers who dedicated their lives to 
serve children entrusted to them. They will 
also be given retirement salaries and health 
insurance. The decision will motivate the 
mother to offer more due to her feeling of sta- 


bility and security. 

SOS Children's Village Association of Jor- 
dan provides Jordanian abandoned children 
with the best possible substitute for homes and 
families they have lost There are now 204 
children in Amman and Aqaba villages. There 
are also nine boys in the boys' youth house and 
13 in the girls' youth house. It is worth noting 
that 20 youth have already graduated from 
SOS Jordan, out of which three got married, 
while others have already joined their natural 
families or relatives. 

The agreement for constructing the third 
SOS village in Jordan was signed, by Lina 
Kopti, representative of SOS Kinderdocf Inter- 
national, Ali Kxayim, chairman of the SOS. 
Children’s Village Association of Jordan, and 
Elie Banayan and Nader Dahdal, representa- 
tives of the Engineering Enterprise Co„ who 
will execute the construction of the village. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Bennett of 
Random House 
5 Post-season 
games 

10 Incite 

14 Two-loed sloth 

15 Join together 

16 Kllauea now 

17 Start of Swift 
quote 

20 Lukewarm 

21 Pat 

22 Asserter 

25 Inquire 

26 Back of the 
Space Shuttle 

29 Divided In two 

30 Knight's lady 

31 Glob ending? 

32 City on the 
Ruhr 

33 Mrs. Nick ' 
Charles 

34 Chills and fever 

35 Middle of the 
quote 

38 British 
Conservative 

39 Tied 

40 Religious 
Jamaican, for 
short 

42 Altar of stars 

43 Fodder 

44 Made lace 

45 Equivalent wd. 

48 Go astray 

47 Handgun 

48 Bikini part 

49 Witch town 

50 End of the 
quote 

57 Scent 

58 Still in 
existence 

59 __-do-well 

60 Do some 
gardening 

61 'The Dresser* 
director Peter 

62 TV-dlnner 
holder 
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Peanuts 


HEY, MARCIE..H0W 
SOON BEFORE 
SCHOOL STARTS 
A6AIN7 

Ur 


1 MAY HAVE TO 
I BORROW SOME 
[NOTEBOOK PAPER 
ANP THINGS.. 


SO HOW 500N 
BEFORE SCHOOL | 
STARTS ? 




Andy Capp 


DOWN 

Dramatic signal 
Letter canler: 
abbr. 

Actress 

□awn Chong 


4 in secret 

5 Jostled 

6 Broadcasting 

7 Moving air 

8 Inc. in London 

9 Sower 

10 Superficially 
fluent 

11 Shell propeller 

12 Latin greeting 

13 Marx work, *_ 
KapttaT 

IS Aden native 
19 Rica beverage 

22 Cohort of Fidel 

23 S. Martin movie 

24 Other finisher 

25 Hammerin' 
Hank 

26 Maine capital 

27 Rap rapidly 

28 Goff gadget 
30 Meted (out) 

33 At no time 

34 Reduction in 
taxes 

36 Stray off course 

37 2nd best 

38 Sch. trainees 
41 Nav. leader 
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43 Simple plant 

44 N-toppens in 

Spanish 

47 Ointment 

48 Shakespeare, 
for one 

49 Business outfit 

50 At this time 

51 Keats opus 


52 Howard of the 
Three Stooges 

53 Cup or pay 
attachment? 

54 “_the 
ramparts . . 

55 Pastoral 
pasture 

56 Parched 


WELL, IF HE CAN SEE 
WHY DID HE HEEDLESSLY 
RUN INTO THAT TREE? 7] 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



read that computer geeks make 
lousy husbands. Every two years 
they want to upgrade to a better wife/ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold end lllke ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter id each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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LXJ 


, WHAT THE 
MYSTERY WRITER 
FOUNP IN THE 
CEMETERY. 


Now arrange the dttied letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Women make their mark on Saudi business world 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Bonds proposed as way to curb direct borrowing 
from Cities and Villages Development Bank 


** A STUDY prepared by the Local 
Councils Committee, within the frame- 
work of the 1999-2003 social and eco- 
nomic development plan, reveals that 
the rate of those who hold university 
degrees is extremely low as they 
account for only five per cent of the 
total number of staff. Those who hold 
diplomas represent a further nine per 
cent but the 86 per cent majority of 
employees at local councils have only 
low-level education. 

At the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs. 47 per cent of the staff 
have low level education whereas 19 
per cent hold degrees from community 
colleges. The remaining 34 pr cent hold 
university degrees, the study said. It 
pointed out also that only few profes- 
sionals, like engineers and surveyors, 
are stationed at engineering directorates 
of municipalities and local councils. As 
an example, there are 17 local councils 
in the Maan govemorate but the number 
of engineers in these councils is only 
four. In contrast, there are four engi- 
neers and two surveyors at the engi- 
neering directorate of the govemorate. 
-■mis shows that there is a shortage in 
the necessary engineering work to meet 
the demands of die councils," the study 
said. 

In addition, there is a low educational 
level among those who hold key posts at 
local councils. As an example, the 
accountants who hold university 
degrees account only for around 10 per 
cent of the total number of accountants. 
Similarly, the rate of highly educated 
managers is around S.5 per cent of the 
total number in this group. 

Asked about the policies and mea- 



ARJES: (March 21 to April 19) You’ll be creative beyond 
your wildest imagination for the next few weeks. You’ll be 
coming up with fabulous ideas. You'll start new projects, 
with the assistance of a person who is quite different from 
yourself. He or die will probably become known to you 
today, so make sure you’re prying" attention. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Working and communicat- 
ing with others is the theme for the next several weeks. 
You’re more an action-oriented person, but it’s good to know 
bow to do this. too. Your ability to handle paperwork and 
betp others reach a compromise is one of the secrets to your 
success. When you get this down, everything else is easy. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You’re a very creative per- 
son, and you'll be in very creative conditions for the next 
month or so. You're going to start out with a flurry of activi- 
ty right now. You’re full of good ideas, so at least write them 
down. Start as many as possible and don't hold back. Watch 
out- world! 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Your focus is on home and 
family even more than usual. You're always focused on 
home and famil y. Thar's the most important thing in your 
life. Will, during the sun’s transit of Libra, you make 
changes. This is when you’re most likely to move, or redec- 
orate, so don’t be surprised if you start getting urges. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) By now’ you should have your 
financial situation handled So what's the next challenge? 
Where should you apply yourself? What can you contribute? 
What is there to leam? These questions and many more will 
be popping into your head over the next several weeks. Jot 
down a few notes. What would you like to master next? 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The sun’s going into 
Libra today, and the theme changes somewhat. Instead of 
being acknowledged for what you’ve done, you’re going to 
have to get back in there and do more of it Your workload 
should increase during this phase, but your income might 
increase, too. It’s certainly worth going for. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're being pushed | 
to get everything done, down to the tiniest detail. You may 
find yourself sorting and tiling all day long, compulsively 
tidying, even scrubbing the floor. This doesn’t have to be 1 
drudgery, by the way. It can be a lot of fun if you really get | 
intoit | 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The sun’s going ( 
into Libra, and the moon’s already there. You’ll notice the 
influence. You might find yourself more indecisive than you 
like. You prefer staying rooted to your own point of view, but 
today you’ll have the unnerving sensation of understanding 
whe re eve ryone’s coming from. Let it be empowering. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 > Gather 
your favourite group together and start working on your next 
project The sun’s transit through Libra is a time of friend- 
ship and group activities. So start thinking about it What 
could you and your buddies do that would make a positive 
impact on your neighbourhood? When you work together, 
you’re awesome. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re gener- 
ally much better al making decisions than your boss. But if 
an authority figure is giving you unwanted advice today, it 
would be wise to listen. There’s probably something there 
you can use. Moderate your natural enthusiasm and force 
yourself to look ar things from other people's perspectives. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The sun’s going 
into libra, and the moon's already there, bringing out your 
best qualities. You've pretty much figured our where you are 
now, if you’ve been doing your homework, so it’s a good 
time to take die next step. If you don't already know what 
that is, give it some thought, and be willing to entertain sug- 
gestions. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) That routine you’ve 
been fighting for the last month or so is starting to look more 
unportaiTL It has to do with setting things up in a certain way 
and doing them in order. You may as well leam it You’ll 
1 *cd it to launch into a new creative phase. Spend today 
checking to make sure you have everything you’ll need. 

. Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 


sures necessary to activate the role of 
local councils in the development 
process, the director of regional plan- 
ning and the committee’s rapporteur 
said the budgets of the local councils 
should reflect the actual situation. The 
director/rapporteur, Khaled Tarawneh, 
stressed that the councils should adhere 
to available earnings and utilize them 
correctly and wisely. 

Tarawneh underlined the need to 
assist the councils by providing them 
with technical expertise through train- 
ing in order to create the educational 
qualified people capable to use financial 
sheets and formulating the programmes 
that can be implemented. He called for 
activating the role of local councils in 
collecting dues and finding new meth- 
ods for such collections. 

The director/rapporteur asked that 
loan extensions to local councils which 
suffer from budget deficits be limited 
except for urgent and necessary pro- 
jects. He said that credits should only be 
extended according to the needs of 
councils which have room for borrow- 
ing and to the extent of not putting pres- 
sure on their financial situations. Such 
lending, he should, showed be granted 
only after reviewing the councils' annu- 
al plans and the projects as well as the 
priorities. 

He proposed that debentures/bonds be 
used by the councils. These bonds 
would be guaranteed by the Cities and 
Villages Development Bank to imple- 
ment projects instead of borrowing cash 
directly from the bank (Al Dustour). 


‘Summer 
Surprises’ 
bring trade, 
visitors to 
Dubai in dead 
season 

DUBAI (AFP) — A 
“Summer Surprises” festival 
caused a sharp rise in trade 
and visitors to this Gulf 
desert emirate,. compared to 
the slack period of past years 
due to the heat, organizers 
said this week . 

Hussein Ali Lootah, the 
organising committee head, 
said sales in shopping malls 
between July 1 and Sept. 15 
amounted to an estimated 
850 million dirhams ($231 
million ), a 30 per cent rise 
over the same period in 1997. 

Thanks to the first Summer 
Suiprises, the occupancy 
rates of Dubai hotels were up 
by between 70 and SO per 
cent, while airline passenger 
traffic saw a 20 per cent 
increase, he claimed. 

Some 50 hotels offered cut 
prices as well as free trans- 
fers to various activity sites. 
The event was run along the 
lines of the annual month- 
long Dubai Shopping 
Festival, staged since 1996 in 
the spring. 


DUBAI (R) — The 

Courageous Woman is a 
success in Saudi Arabia. So 
is the woman who runs it. 

Sarnia al Edrisi opened 
her retail company "Sidana” 
— which means "coura- 
geous woman" in Arabic — 
just two years ago in the 
eastern Saudi city of 
Khobar and is doing so well 
she plans io open branches 
in Riyadh and the Red Sea 
port of Jeddah. 

In the conservative 
Islamic Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia — where women 
may not drive, must cover 
up in public and sexual seg- 
regation is the norm — 
women are carving out a 
niche in a business world 
which has traditionally been 
an all-male domain. 

Despite often frustrating 
restraints, Saudi women 
own more than 15.000 com- 
panies. or about 4.3 per cent 
of registered businesses, 
ranging from retail to heavy 
industry. 

Some 2,400 of the Riyadh 
Chamber of Commerce's 
35,000 members are 
women, four limes the num- 
ber 10 years ago. Jeddah’s 
chamber counts 2,000 
women among its 27,000 
members and" the Eastern 
Province chamber has 1 , 1 00 
women among 14,000. 

“There have been lots of 
problems for women...But 
the number of business- 
women is increasing at an 
incredible rate,” Edrisi told 
Reuters. "There are certain 
restrictions, but if you want 
to get things done you can.” 
Despire some upbeat voic- 
es and promising statistics, , 
many wary Saudis say the 
situation for business- 
women is still dire. 

All the women who criti- i 
cised the system in inter- i 
views were so worried 
about a negative backlash 
on themselves and their 
companies that they begged 
repeatedly for assurances 
they would remain anony- 
mous. 

Some said the official fig- 
ures were misleading and 
the number of true business- 
women was much lower. 
They said many businesses 
registered in women’s 
names were actually run by 
men. with females merely 
holding the title. 

Others complained 
women were sidelined from 
traditionally male business 
spheres like construction 
and industry and relegated 
to “softer” sectors like retail 
and education. 

Women said they faced a 
mass of hurdles from con- 
servative family values to 
restrictions on interaction 
between the sexes. 

By local custom, women 
are expected to make the 
home their top priority and 
working women are often 
frowned upon. In public, 
women and unrelated men 
are traditionally segregated 
from puberty, making busi- 
ness contacts difficult. 

But a requirement to hire 
men to perform many busi- 


ness transactions or win 
male sponsorship for vari- 
ous activities remained the 
biggest obstacle, women 
said. 

‘To issue ^.-commercial 
licence, the businesswoman 
should have a Saudi male 
manager. He is to follow up 
on paperwork and at related 
governmental institutes 
...where women are uot 
allowed in and where such 
institutes have not yet start- 
ed women's sections,” said 
Lina Bangash, a Saudi 
woman who works for the 
U.S. commercial service in 
Jeddah. 

She said women also 
needed male sponsors to get 
a loan. 

“Il makes you see how 
these women struggle to 
start their own business. It's 
not easy,” she said. 

One female entrepreneur 
said she ran into problems 
every time her work 
required her to meet offi- 
cials. 

“Interfacing with the gov- 
ernment always has to be 
done by a man. I can’t go to 
the passport office and get 


visas for my employees. I 
can’t do anything in a court 
or contractual dealings," she 
said. “It's very inconve- 
nient." 

More than their male col- 
leagues, women said they 
had to tread carefully to 
avoid upsetting local 
authorities, especially the 
religious police. 

“The fundamentalists did 
not leave us alone," said a 
woman who opened a firm 
in the male-dominated com- 
puter sector. .After a decade 
of struggling with the 
authorities, the company 
closed last year. “We knew 
there were obstacles but we 
couldn’t foresee how big 
they were.” 

Women are quick to point 
out that the restrictions on 
their ventures are cultural, 

' not religious. They say 
Islam supports women's 
rights both at home and at 
work. 

Islam assures women sole 
control of their inheritance 
and grants them property 
rights. Muslims say their 
holy book, the Koran, 
ensured women economic 


and social rights long before 
they were attained by 
women in the West, 

“Saudi traditions are the 
problem, not Islam,” one 
woman said. “In early 
Islam, it was common for 
women to be active in busi- 
ness. (Prophet 

Mohammad's first wife) 
Khadija was a trader." 

Many of the problems 
faced by Saudi business- 
women w'ere not endemic to 
the oil-rich kingdom but 
reflected continued male 
dominance throughout the 
business world. some 
women said. 

Saudi women said they 
faced particular problems 
because many foreign busi- 
ness executives did not take 
them seriously. 

Earlier this year, the U.S. 
Commercial Service in 
Saudi Arabia arranged a trip 
for Saudi businesswomen to 
New* York and Chicago to 
provide (hem with exposure 
to U.S. firms with the poten- 
tial of exporting to the king- 
dom. Some of the women 
said they were appalled by 
the ignorance thev encoun- 


tered. 

“It’s a global problem that 
women are not taken seri- 
ously” said one of the 
women. “People just 
assume these are women 
with money to waste. 
People in the United States 
were surprised how educat- 
ed, smart and professional 
these women were.” 

Edrisi said a lot of the 
women on the trip were 
offended by the attitudes 
they encountered, but she 
conceded that foreigners 
have little chance to learn 
what Saudi citizens are real- 
ly like. 

"The Americans had noth- 
ing to compare us with 
except for stereotypes and 
their preconceived ideas.” 
she said, adding that even 
she was amazed how outgo- 
ing some of the Saudi 
women were. 

“Some had never been 
abroad, but they ventured 
into the New York subway 
and ventured outside the 
city to find businesses. They 
were quite aggressive and 1 
was pleasantly surprised." 
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S 355.500 270.000 


COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

D1V. 

ARAB BANK 

18.0 

.91 

JOR. NATIONAL EX. 

13.4 

4.24 

MID. EAST INV. BE. 

62.4 

0.00 

THE HOUSING BK. 

18.8 

3.37 

JOR. KUWAIT RANK 

.8 

0.00 

JOR. CULT BANK 

g 

0.00 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.3 

D. 00 

JOR. INV. PIN, BANK 

22.8 

3.38 

PH I LABEL. INV . BK. 

P 

0.00 


OPEN CDOSf 
PRICE PRICE 


221.00 220.00 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 209.18 >CHG: *0.21 


JERUSALEM I NS UR. 
JOR FRENCH IHSUR. 
ARAB litre INS UR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 

126.45 *CHGl 

+0 . 05 

11 

7425 

19219 


S 2.240 

1.430 

JOR. El ECTRIC PWR. 

9.7 

S. 54 

20 

9250 

13690 

1.47 

1.49 

.02* 

L. 360 

.740 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

29.9 

0.00 

7 

3750 

2B13 

.75 

.75 

- 

S 4.600 

1.B80 

ARAB I RL.INV.EDUC. 

9.7 

2.05 

4 

2000 

3900 

1.94 

1.95 

.01* 

1.000 

.890 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

20.5 

0.00 

2 

BOO 

712 

.89 

.89 


1.830 

1.060 

UNIFIED CO. 

1 

5.0 

9.73 

7 

1850 

2090 

1.13 

1.13 

- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


1.840 

3.950 

10.050 

1.060 

2.400 

1.200 

4.700 

.390 

.370 

.300 

.350 

.760 

.700 

.380 

2.250 

.530 

.490 

.600 

2.250 

.910 

.660 

.580 

.530 


INDUSTRIAL SZCTCR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 106.49 *CHG: *0.34 


JOR. CEMENT PACT. 

11.3 

5.76 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

19.0 

5.19 

JOR. PETROL. REFXBARY 

10.2 

8.43 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 

66.2 

0.00 

ARAB PHARM. HANF. 

7.4 

2.78 

JOR. CERAMIC 2ND. 

4.9 

8. 85 

OAR ALDAMA DV. INV. 

6.6 

6.3B 

LIVESTOCK L POULTRY 

13.2 

0.00 

NATIONAL STEEL 1KD. 

g 

0.00 

1NTERMED.PETRO.CHEM. 

9 

0.00 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

g 

0.00 

□NXV.CREH. INDS. 

9.7 

8.42 

NATL. CABLE MIRE.KPAC 

33.3 

0.00 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

7.6 

0.00 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

14.1 

4.69 

UN IV. NOON. INDS. 

10.7 

8.96 

JOR . INDS .RESOURCES 

g 

0.00 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

9.0 

15.63 

EL -EAT READY WEAR 

44.3 

0.00 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

7.3 

S.61 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.7 

a. os 

NAT. ALUMNI UN- 

33.7 

0.00 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.0 

0.00 


INDEX: 70.12 ZCHCi -0.75 267 27357C 

INDEX: 173.65 »CHCi -0.01 490 415701 
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EXPORT fi PIN.BNK.751E 
JOR. ZNT. INSURANCE CO 
CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 
UNION INV. 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 
JOR . INDS . MATCH -JEMCO 
ARAB POOD & MED. 

ARAB XKTL.IHV.TRD. 
NATL. MULT. ENG. NAMIOO 
MXDEAST PHARM. 9QZ 
UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 
NAZI PHARM. 

XNDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 

ADVANCED PHARMA. I TO. 

PEARL SAN. P- CONV. 

NATL. POOL TRY 

OPT Z CALL HEARING CO. 

BDTRIDAR 

AL-BKBAL PRINTING 00 


GRAND TOTAL 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web SHe Is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


DAJANI .inu m RS " A CARNIVAL of style 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 


studio Haig 





Quality Serviced Suttoa 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Khchenettes ★Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 

5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fix: 5674551 

e-mail ; oysmlfr go.com.jo 


1 hour service I 

Develop your oobur.ffim 
ai oitf $hop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* free enlargement 

- ,20* 30 cm. - 

Shmefsanl - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swetfieh Tel: 822891 



Vip Qift 


Watches - Perfumes 
Son Gtases - Leather- Pens 

Curtier i 

yffiSKE 
Visit Us At 

www. v iparah . com/vi pgffi 

Shaban Infl Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tei ; 5933064 - Fax : 5933085 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


LEARN Aft 

TO DRAW Tff 

AND PAINT /v 

Tutor demonstrating and 
teaching all medias - classes 
group 3 persons - teaching 
in English - private classes 
for foreigners. 

( Prof. Ebrahhn Shalabi, 
The Artist) 



S8N8BEL 


Rea i Estate 
S WEIFI YEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tet 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/375BB 



J 

L'olwier Restaurant 

# 

Abdoun 5929564 


Vienna Cafe 

No time for a break! 
Order, take away by phone. 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME. ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/68271 anytime 















io Sports 


Commonwealth Games 


Fireworks 


Boldon provides the Prozac |f ve 

Queen 

for depressed organisers speechless 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Ato 
-Boldon may have only spent four days 
at the Games but for the organisers the 
intensely spiritual Trinidadian was a 
godsend for he gave the competition 
something it was lacking — a genuine 
star. 

The distance runners probably 
would have wished that the Kenyan 
men had decided to stay away because 
they cleaned up in every distance race 
and apart from the 1500 won gold and 
silver when they had two runners and 
all three medals when they had a full 
complement. 

The organisers were always on the 
back foot from the moment they gave 
in to IAAF President Primo ;Nebiolo 
and moved their athletics dates to later 
in the week so it would not clash with 
the Italian's grandiose World Cup. 

However, their gamble did not pay 
off as a whole host of athletes seemed 
to be gripped by fatigue and cried off. 

These defections hurt die credibility 
of the competition as they included 
110 metres hurdles world record hold- 
er Colin Jackson and Jamaican 
Olympic 400 metres hurdles champion 
Deon Henumings. 

“I feel tired after a long season and 
after winning the European title I am 
not capable of running another cham- 
pionship event," said Jackson, who 
like all the other absentees turned up at 
the prizemoney laden IAAF Grand 
Prix in Tokyo on the last Saturday of 
the Games — the day of his disci- 
pline's semi-finals. 

Their prima donna antics contrasted 
to the awful sight of 50 kilometre 
walker Craig Banco, who competes 
for nothing, seeing gold snatched from 
his chest just a kilometre from the fin- 
ish. 

The 26-year-old out on his own since 
the 25 km marie collapsed three times 
and was taken to the medical centre 
where he lay screaming in frustration 
that the crowning achievement of his 
life had been stolen from him. 

If there is that mythical God, that so 
many athletes dedicate their success to 
in monotonous fashion, then he wasn’t 
with Barrett on the last Monday of the 
Games. 

If that was the human side of the 
Games then Boldon added the super- 
star status that so many of his fellow 
stars felt unnecessary to donate to the 
‘Friendly Games'. 

This time he backed up his usual all 
talk and all conquering promises with 
the right response on the track. 

He ran a blistering 9.88 seconds to 
leave Frankie Fredericks, whose fit of 
sensitive pique over a supposed slur 
by his Nambibian Prime Minister had 
forced him to pull out originally, with 
yet another silver medal and broke 
Linford Christie's Games record. 

“I always deliver on my promises, 
that's the kind of person I am,” said 
Boldon to a slightly bemused audi- 
ence. who remembered several broken 
ones in recent years. 

Sadly for the sparse crowds at the 
magnificent 100.000 seater stadium 
Ato and Frankie bid farewell the next 
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day unable to put on what would have 
been a great showdown in the 200 
metres, Fredericks giving a succinct 
explanation. 

‘1 have to go to Tokyo because ray 
sponsors demand it," the 31 -year-old 
Namibian said. 

There was an obscene sideshow to 
tiie 100 metres where the people who 
have vainly searched for the first white 
man to break 10 seconds fell upon 
Australian teenager Matt Shirvington, 
who has risen from being second 
reserve on the world junior relay team 
two years ago to fourth in the 100 
metres final here. 

“I wish he would break the 10 sec- 
ond barrier and then people would 
•stop asking me about it," an exasperat- 
ed Boldon said. 

Away from the musclebound fastalk- 
ing sprinters the 400 metres men's 
race produced a superb battle and in 
the winner Iwan Thomas a genuine tal- 
ent who will push the ageing Michael 
Johnson hard over the next few years. 

Thomas, who had won the World 
Cup race on the Sunday flew in on 
Tuesday and ran four races in three 
days to take gold and break the eight- 
year-old Games record, made it clear 
where his priorities lay between the 
money and representing your country. 

“Athletics isn't solely about individ- 
uals its also running for a team,” the 
24-year-old recently crowned 
European champion said. 

Thomas’ victory rounded off a mis- 
erable championships season for arch- 
rival Mark Richardson, who took 


bronze in the Europeans and a silver 
here, and the tag ‘choker* hangs over 
him, a man who is superb in the Grand 
Prix. be beat Johnson in Oslo, but 
finds finals too pressurised. 

While Richardson struggles with the 
nearly man tag another Englishman 
ended his years of near misses when 
Tony Jarrett who had won 13 minor 
medals in championships, finally won 
gold in the 110 metres hurdles. 

If there was one man who should 
have been happy that Jackson had 
stayed away it would have been 
Jarrett, but even he wasn’t over the 
moon. 

“I was not pleased because he put 
extra pressure on me by making me 
the clear favourite," Jarrett said. 

There was a first Commonwealth 
title for Maria Mutola and the former 
Portuguese colony of Mozambique, 
with England’s Diane Modahl winning 
bronze and compensation for the four 
years of hell she endured after being 
sent home from the 1994 Games false- 
ly accused of taking drugs. 


“I haven’t celebrated my wedding 
anniversary for four years but tonight 
I’m going to dress up put on my stil- 
lettos and party!" the 32-year-old said. 

Her nightmare may be ending but for 
the Commonwealth Games Federation 
their's is just starting because with no 
prizemoney to offer it will need more 
than a Boldon to keep their blue riband 
event alive, and television does not 
pay millions to cover lawn bowls and 
ten pin bowling. \ 


Bordeaux steal 2-2 draw, stay top in France 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
leaders Bordeaux 

dropped their first points 
of the season but stayed 
top on Sunday after 
stealing a 2-2 draw in 
front of a sell-out-crowd 
at Marseille. 

The match was 
watched by 56,000 fer- 
vent fans, while 45,500 
saw Paris Saint 
Germain, last season’s, 
double cup winners, 
edge out Monaco 1 -0. 

•Bordeaux, who lev- 
elled in the final minute 
of the game, now have 
16 points from six 
games, two more than 
Lyon and four more than 
Marseille. 

They went ahead 
through Kaba Diawara 
after 43 minutes but 
were immediately put 
under the cosh by their 


hosts. 

Italian star Fabrizio 
Ravanelli levelled the 
match on the stroke of 
half-time with a stun- 
ning left-footed volley 
and then set up Eric Roy 
10 minutes after the 
break. 

But Diawara struck 
again to earn Bordeaux a 
point with a close-range 
header in the 90th 
minute. 

Paris Saint Germain, 
after a poor start to the 
season, took the points 
against Monaco through 
Yann Lachuer’s 15th 
minute clincher. 

That left them in 
eighth place in the 
league, orf 10 points. 

On Saturday French 
champions Lens crashed 
to a new low by losing 
3-1 at Lyon, while last 


season's runner-up Metz 
slipped dose to the bot- 
tom of the table after 
failing to score for the 
sixth game in a row. 

Lens’ result left them 
with just seven points 
from six games and in 
ninth place in the table. 

Metz, meanwhile, 
found themselves in 
16th place and two off 
the bottom. 

Lens, who hoped their 
draw with Arsenal in the 
Champions' League in 
midweek was a sign of 
improving form, were 
already two down by 
half-time, through Swiss 
striker Marco Grassi and 
his attack pertner Alain 
Caveglia — who pro- 
duced a fine lob over the 
advancing ‘keeper. 

Wagneau Eloi gave 
Lens hope by pulling 


one back with a quarter- 
of-an-hour to go but a 
horrible mix-up between 
defender Eric Sikora and 
goalkeeper Guillaume 
Warmuz allowed 

Cameroon World Cup 
star Joseph-Desire Job, 
who came on as a substi- 
tute, to walk the ball 
home into an empty net 
with two minutes to go. 

Metz. meanwhile, 
completed 540 minutes 
of football without a 
goal. 

Their ineptitude in 
front of goal was under- 
lined when Bruno 
Rodriguez missed a 
penalty. Their only 
points this season have 
come from three draws. 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Queen Elizabeth II was 
left speechless here on 
Monday as she stood to 
formally close the 
Commonwealth G*»mes. 

Before she could begin to 
talk, fireworks lit up the 
. sky over the stadium, leav- 
ing her standing waiting for 
the show to end. 

In the official programme 
the firework display was 
supposed to herald the end 
of her speech but they 
exploded in a deafening 
display before she could 
begin. 

The Queen stood patient- 
ly until silence descended 
before announcing the 
Games closed. 

“In the name of the 
Commonwealth Games 
Federation 1 proclaim the 
16th Commonwealth 
Games, Kuala Lumpur ‘98 
closed. I call upon the 
sportsmen and sports- 
women of the 
Commonwealth to assem- 
ble in four years time in 
Great Britain to celebrate 
the 17th Commonwealth 
Games," she declared. 

The 2002 Games will be 
hosted by Manchester. 


Soccer 

players’ 

association 

probes 

effects 

of headers 


association represent- 
ing soccer players in 
England is doing 
research on whether 
heading the ball can 
cause long-term brain 
damage. 

The Professional 
Footballers Association 
said Monday its find- 
ings would not be avail- 
able for several years. 
Other studies have 
shown brain damage 
and other brain diseases 
may occur from the 
practice. 

In announcing the 
research. PFA chief 
executive Gordon 
Taylor said he believed 
the risks were minimal. 

“With scanning tech- 
niques these days we 
should have a clear 
idea,” Taylor said. “By 
conducting these stud- 
ies we are not looking 
to be alarmist. The ben- 
efits of playing sport 
and football especially, 
are obviously consider- 
ably greater. 

“From what I under- 
stand so far, any poten- 
tial risk is only slight. 
We are certainly not 
going to ban heading 
and we certainly don't 
want people not playing 
the game because of 
this.” 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 22, 1998 



Philadelphia Eagles running back Duce Staley, (22) is stopped short of a first down 
by Arizona Cardinals middle linebacker Ronald McKinnon, (57), and defensive tack- 
le Eric Swann, (98), on a third down play in the second quarter (Reuters photo) 


Dolphins blank Steelers 
in battle of NFL unbeatens 


i,'. 
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LONDON (AP) — The'f 


MIAMI (AFP) — Kordell 
Stewart and the Pittsburgh 
Steelers learned the hard 
way not to trifle with the 
Miami Dolphins’ defence. 

Miami linebacker Zach 
Thomas returned an inter- 
ception 17 yards for a 
touchdown and comerback 
Sam Madison picked off 
two passes in a 21-0 romp 
ovpr Pittsburgh .in! a battle: 
. jpf : American ' ' ' football , 

unbeatens here Sunday. 

The Dolphins’ first 
shutout in six years made 
them one of six National 
Football League teams to 
start 3-0, joining reigning 
Super Bowl champion 
Denver plus Jacksonville. 
Minnesota. Green Bay and 
Seattle. 

Stewart appeared con- 
fused by Miami's varying 
defensive coverages and 
completed only ll-of-35 
passes for 82 yards and 
three interceptions. 

“The big concern we had 
with Kordell was we had to 
keep him in the pocket," 
Dolphins coach Jimmy 
Johnson said. “We didn’t 
want to do anything with 
our pass rush that’s going to 
allow him to run. We tried 
to collapse the pocket and 
surround him." 

“Obviously, this was not 
our best day,” Stewart said. 
“Things were not clicking. 
We got our behinds kicked. 
Plain and simple. You have 
to give credit to the 
defense.” 

The Steelers have strug- 
gled on offense despite a 2 - 
1 start and critics aroused 
the ire of Pittsburgh coach 
Bill Cowher after the club’s 
first shutout loss in five 
years. 

“That was an extremely 
poor display of offensive 
football,” Cowher said. 
“Miami played good 
defense, but we played poor 
offensively. We will get this 
thing turned around. 

“I’m not going to wallow 
in self pity. Whatever it 
takes to get it done, we will 
get it done.” 

The Dolphins improved 
to 3-0 for the fourth time in 
five years and are 13-4 in 
September since 1994. 
Miami had not blanked a 


foe since winning 28-0 at 
Indianapolis in 1992. 

‘Tt was just a situation 
where we couldn't get any- 
thing going and it hap- 
pens." said Steeler Jerome 
Bettis, who ran for only 48 
yards. “We have to look at 
what we can do to take 
pressure off (Stewart)." 

Miami's new run empha- 
sis ,-isaw Karim Abdul- 
Jabbar seta regular-season 
xitib record 1 vftth 33 carries 
for 108 yards, including a 
three-yaid touchdown in 
the second quarter. 

NFL aU-time passing 
leader Dan Marino attempt- 
ed just 22 passes and com- 
pleted 14 for 122 yards, 
including an eight-yard 
touchdown to Lamar 
Thomas. Marino averaged 
only 147 yards in the first 
two games. 

Among other unbeatens, 
Denver doubled Oakland 
34-17, Green Bay edged 
Cincinnati 13-6. Minnesota 
ripped Detroit 29-6, Seattle 
beat Washington 24-14 and 
Jacksonville bounced 
Baltimore 24-10. 

Denver's Bubby Blister 
relieved injured starter John 
Elway and threw a pair of 
touchdown passes and cor- 
nerback Ray Crockett 
returned an interception 80 
yards for a touchdown. 
Elway aggravated his right 
hamstring injury in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

“John came to me and 
said it was not as bad as last 
week and he will be OK.” 
said Broncos coach Mike 
Shanahan. “I certainly hope 
he will be.” 

Seattle’s Ricky Watters 
ran 23 times for 135 yards 
and a touchdown as the 
Seahawks rose to 3-0 for 
the first time since 1986. 
They try for a best-ever 4-0 
stan next week at 
Pittsburgh. 

Green Bay’s defense shut 
down Cincinnati at the end 
of each half for the victory, 
denying three first-half tries 
from the 1 -yard line and 
forcing three incompletions 
from their 39 in the final 
seconds to end it. 

“The- defence played a 
marvelous game, and I told 
them so,” Packers coach 


Mike Holmgren said. “We 
were in a lot of jams and 
they got us of them.” 

Minnesota’s Gaiy 

Anderson kicked five field , 
goals to reach second place 
on the all-time NFL scoring \ 
list with 1.713 points . 
,289 _fewer ‘ than 
"Btanda,.. who* played as*,* fo- 
kicker and quarterback. 

Jacksonville's Mark 

Bruneil threw for 376 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns 
and rookie Fred Taylor ran 
for 128 yards and caught 
nine passes for 85 yards. 

Four clubs gathered their 
first victory of the season 
by extending the woes of a 
winless rival. 

The New York Jets routed 
Indianapolis and top draft 
choice quarterback Peyton 
Manning 44-6, Arizona out- 
lasted Philadelphia 17-3, 

St. Louis edged Buffalo 34- 
33 and Tampa bay beat 
Chicago 27-15. 

Washington slid to 0-3 fwjV - 
the first time since 1981-= 
and Buffalo began 0-3 for /,, 
the first time since I985r> 
Phialdelphia went 0-3 ffe. 
the first time since 1986-...// 

The best finish came aL - 
Buffalo, where St Louis. 7 -. 
quarterback Tony banks J 
scrambled two yards for the 
winning touchdown with 11 
seconds remaining. One 
week earlier. Banks was 
tackled one yard shy of the 
end zone in a 38-31 loss to 
Minnesota. 

In other games. Kansas 
City stomped San Diego 
23-7 and New England top- 
pled Tennessee 27-16. 
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John Travolta & Olivia 
Newton-John .. in 


GREASE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


I 




TEL3W9238 


Sophie Marceau ... 
in Leo Tolstoy's love story 


ANNA KARENINA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10-30 




PLAZA 
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Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORD 


TEL. 5934793 



GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


HttiamftislhHte 

TEL: 4625155 


NASSER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15.8:30, KM0 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 330,5:30 only 


ABDOUN ABDOUN 

uninv.cns.com.jofCalleria umno.cns. com .jof Ga lleria 


GREAT 

ARMAGEDDON EXPECTATIONS 

Shows; 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3-30, 6:15, 8:30,10:45 


Watch out for 
the new play 


terrorism 






Inter Milan striker Roberto Baggio (C) fights for the bail against Piacenza defend- 
ers Stefano Sacchetti (L) and Alessandro Mazzola during their Italian Major League 
at l he Meazza stadium in Milan (Reuters photo) 

I 

Ronaldo makes winning return 


stopped short of t 


MILAN (AFP) — Ronaldo made a match- 
winning debut for inter Milan in the Serie A 
here on Sunday night, driving home a 
penalty for a 1-0 victory over Piacenza. 

Ronaldo, suspended for the season -open- 
er against Cagliari, won himself an early 
birthday present and earned a respite for 
under-fire, coach Gigi Simoni in a harsh- 
ucklihg match. 

The turning point came when Inter’s 1 9- 
‘ year-old whizzkid Andrea Pirlo was tripped 


1 no D ;(57^ a ndd;L f i rM ^by defender Stefano Sacchetti. Ronaldo 
quarter (Reuters ph,^ drove his spot-kick in the right-hand comer. 
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sending the goalkeeper the wrong way. 

“It was my first match and my first goal,” 
said the Brazilian, who turns 22 on 
Tuesday. “I hope if s a good omen, because 
I'm looking to be the Ronaldo 1 was last 
season or even better.” 

Looking ahead to the expected champi- 
onship duel with Juventus, he said: “We’re 
all hungry for victory and we’re a real team. 
We’re on the right road.” 

Juventus chalked up a 1-0 victory over 
Cagliari after being rifled into an eighth- 
minute lead by Filippo “SuperPippo" 
Inzaghi. 

But it was another disappointing day for 
Alessandro Del Piero, who hasn’t scored in 
open play since last April despite a dozen 
games between club and international duty. 

Coach Marcello Lippi said: “We know 
that we are not really sorted yet, but the 
important thing is to get results when the 
team aren’t .on top, foron. 

“The team spirit, the sense of sacrifice 
and the will to win are all there.” 

The champions are one of only three 
clubs, with Fiorentina and AC Milan, to 
have won both league matches this season. 

Fiorentina kept their 100 per cent record 
by beating Vicenza 2-1 away, with 
Argentinian skipper Gabriel Batistuta nod- 
ding home Moreno Toricelli’s cross in the 
first minute. 

The home side levelled when midfielder 
Marco Schenardi crossed and Fiorentina 
defender Pasquale Padalino fumbled the 
ball into his own net in the 68th minute. 

But his team sealed ail three points three 
minutes later when Batistuta set up Belgian 
international Luis Oliveira for a rasping 
angled shot into the far comer of the net. 

AC Milan were 2-1 winners away to 
Saiemitana, with all the goals coming late 
in the game. 

German ace Oliver Bierftofif headed 
Milan into a 67th-minute lead and Brazilian 
substitute Leonardo deflected home a 


George Weah shot for their second in the 
86th. 

Saiemitana pulled one back tivo minutes 
later when skipper Roberto Breda cracked 
home a free-kick but it was all too late for 
the southerners. i 

Milan coach Zaccheroni said; “We were 
motivated and showed a lot of grit, although 
I do think we could have finished it earlier. 

“We were more determined in the second 
half, although as I’ve said before, we still 
need that confidence which wil) come only 
with the results.” , 

Bierhoff, the Serie A’s top scorer lasL sea- 
son with Udinese, said: “It’s not the fact 
that 1 scored, it’s the result that counts. 

“And after winning a battle like this one, 
it’s an important result not just for the three 
points but also for team morale.” 

Marcio Amoroso was Udinese's hero in a 
3-1 win at Bologna after a heart-stopping 
finish. The Brazilian striker headed them 
into a 14th minute lead and then convened 
a 44th minute penalty after being tripped by 
goalkeeper Francesco AntonioliL 
Bologna had Amedeo Mangone sent off 
just before the break but Igor Kolyvanov 
pulled one back by converting a 63rd penal- 
ty — only for his Russian teammate Igor 
Simutenkov to miss another in the 83rd. 

Two minutes later, Belgian midfielder 
Johan Walem volleyed in Udinese's third 
for the team's first win there since 1982. 

Big-spending Lazio ground but their sec- ■ 
ond draw, 0-0 with Bari. 

Lazio’s owner Sergio Cragnotti put on a 
brave face, saying: “We created a lot of 
chances and could have won 3-0 or 4-0. 
There are a lot of new faces in the team and 
a few problems are inevitable.” 

And he warned: “Juventus — we’ll catch 
you.” 

City rivals AS Roma could do no beuer at 
Empoli after international midfielder Luigi 
Di Biagio missed an 85th minute penalty — 
just as he did in Italy's shoot-out with 
France in the World Cup quarter-final. 

Sampdoria finished 1-1 with Perugia after 
they too missed a match-winning penalty. 

Frenchman Pierre Laigle scored for 
Sampdoria, Perugia levelled in the 49th 
minute through Renato Olive and then 
watched Sampdoria striker Vincenza 
Momella miss a 72nd minute spot-kick. 

Parma meanwhile clocked up their second 
consecutive 0-0 draw at Venezia. 
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Festival of the Arabian Horse at Home 

The Royal Jordanian Arab i an Horae Society is pleased to 
amusn^tfae 10th annual “Festival of the Arabian -Horse 
aLHfflii^from'SepL '-29 to Ocl 2. The festival features in 
hand, and. ridden classes from 9 a.m. until early evening at 
foe ROyal Stables, Al Hummar on Sept 29, 30 and Oct 2 
.v^iju^ation^l entries and judges. On Oct. 1 the pro- 
giimnKjj^udes only purebred Arabian Horse racing at 
the Roy ill RaceClub in Tuneib. . 

Refreshments, snacks and amenities are Available daily 
0n ate r ^ : :;;-_ -- ‘ ' •' ^ 

A judges; course wfll be held on the two days following 
foe shdw"alsb at tite Royal Stables. ■ 
for tOrfterdietaQs please contact the Royal Stables TeL: 
5342104,' 5348T 23. ; ......... 

Spectators ife all welcome 


JORDAN 
TIMES FAX: 
5696183 
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Spain beat 
Switzerland 
to win 
Fed Cup 

GENEVA (AFP) — Spain 
defeated Switzerland 3-2 to 
win the Fed Cup final here 
on Sunday and take the tro- 
phy for the fifth time in 
eight years. 

The experienced pair of 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
and iConchita Martinez 
sealed victory by crushing 
their younger opponents 
Martina Hingis and Patty 
Schnyder 6-0, 6-2 in the 
decisive doubles. 

Spain previously won the 
tide in 1991, 1993, 1994 
and 1995. Sanchez Vicario 
and j Martinez have 
appeared in all of those tri- 
umphs. 

Wor[d No. 1 Hingis, who 
won both her singles, and 
her partner were ruthlessly 
exploited in the final rub- 
ber, with the Spaniards 
concentrating on their 
opponents' tiredness. 

Earlier, Hingis had sur- 
vived cramp to beat 
Sanchez Vicario 7-6 (7/5), 
6-3 but Martinez brought 
the tie level at 2-2 by beat- 
ing Schnyder 6-3, 2-6, 9-7. 

An exhausted Schnyder 
had come close to triumph- 
ing in the final set but 
eventually succumbed in 
three hours and 18 minutes. 


Florence Griffith Joyner 
dies of heart seizure 


MISSION VIEJO, California 
(AP) — Florence Griffith 
Joyner, the triple gold medallist 
at foe 1988 Olympics who cap- 
tivated the world with her 
meteoric speed and flamboyant 
style, died Monday of an 
apparent heart seizure. She was 
38. 

Griffith Joyner was the wife 
of 1984 Olymic triple-jump 
gold medallist Al Joyner and 
the sister-in-law of Jackie 
Joyner- Kersee, the six-time 
Olympic medalist and world 
heptathlon record-holder. 

Greg Foster, the three-time 
world champion in the 1 10- 
metre hurdles, said he had been 
told of the death by Joyner- 
Kersee, who had heard of it 
from her brother AL 

The sheriff's office in 
Orange County said a Florence 
Griffith Joyner, 38, had died in 
Mission Viejo, but could not 
confirm that it was the former 
track star. 

Griffith Joyner had suffered a 
heart seizure two years ago on 
a flight to Sl Louis. 

Griffith Joyner still holds 
world records in foe 100- and 
200-metre dashes. She set the 
100 metre mark of 10.49 sec- 
onds at the quarterfinals of the 
1988 Olympic trials at 
Indianapolis, and since then, no 
one has even broken 10.60. At 
the Seoul Games, she won the 
gold medal in a wind-aided 
1034. 

She then smashed the world 
200 record in the Olympic 
final, clocking 21.34. No one 
else has broken 21.70. 

She also won agold medal in 
the 400 relay and just missed a 
fourth gold medal when the 
U.5. team finished second in 



Picture dated 25 September 1988 of U.S. sprinter Florence Griffith-Joyner waving 
the ‘Stars and Stripes* U.S. banner after winning the women’s 100 metres sprint final 
of the 1988 Olympic Gaines in Seoul. The American athlete, who set women’s 100- 
and 200-metres world records in 1988, died Monday at the age of 39 due to a seizure 
(AFP photo) 


the 1,600 relay, which Griffith 
Joyner anchored. 

Not only did “FloJo” dazzle 
fans with her stunning speed, 
she caught their attention with 
her colourful bodysuits and her 
6-inch (l 5-centimetre.) decorat- 
ed fingernails. 

She also displayed a muscu- 
lar physique, which prompted 
talk of steroid use. Griffith 
Joyner insisted she never used 
performance enhancers and 
she never failed a drug test 

At the 1988 trials, where she 
ran the three fastest 100-metre 
times ever by a woman and set 
the American record in the 2 00, 
she also set standards in track 
fashion. 

At the Olympics, she painted 
three of her fingernails red. 


white and blue, and she painted 
a fourth gold to signify her 
goal. 

At foe 1987 World 
Championships in Rome, she 
caused a sensation by running 
the first two rounds in a 
skintight suit similar to a 
speedskaier’s logs. 

But her health was a concern. 

In 1996, she suffered a 
seizure on an airplane flight 
from California to Sl Louis. 
She was hospitalised for one 
day, and the family requested 
that no other details be 
released. 

At the time. Griffith Joyner, 
accompanied by her husband 
and daughter, Mary, was en 
route to die Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee Relays for high school 


athletes. 

“The Olympic family is sad- 
dened and stunned by her pass- 
ing," U.S. Olympic Committee 
President Bill Hybl said 
Monday. “She was a role 
model for girls and young 
women in sports and her lega- 
cy wifi be one foar included 
kindness and an interest in chil- 
dren. She will be missed." 

Griffith Joyner was voted 
The Associated Press Female 
Athlete of the Year for 1988 
and also won the Sullivan 
Award as the nation’s top ama- 
teur athlete. 

After retiring from track in 
the wake of the Seoul Games, 
she served for a time as co- 
chairman of the President’s 
Council on Physical Fitness. 


IOC comes out against Super League plans 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The 
International Olympic 
Committee came out Monday 
against plans to create a 
European Super League 
grouping the richest soccer 
clubs, arguing it would 
monopolise income at foe 
expense of smaller clubs. 

An IOC delegation headed 
by President Juan- Antonio 
Samaranch told European 
Union officials foe lucrative 


televirion deals planned 
under foe super league would 
not profit soccer as a whole. 

“This is why a project like 
foe Super League would be 
dangerous since it would con- 
cern a select dub of top teams 
and die money they would 
generate would not trickle 
down to the provincial 
dubs,” said Jacques Rogge, 
the head of foe European 
Olympic Committees. 


“Our point is that foe collec- 
tive negotiations of television 
rights is the only way to let 
money filter through from foe 
top level of sports to the 
grassroots,” Rogge said. 

The IOC called on foe ElTs 
Executive Commission to use 
its clout to make sure an equi- 
table system of revenue distri- 
bution continues to exist 
The 15-nation EU showed 
the impact it can have on 


sports when it forced die 
European socCer federation to 
apply die 1995 Bosnian ruling 
on free agency and scrap lim- 
its on EU foreigners. 

The EU Commission is 
investigating whether foe col- 
lective bargaining of soccer 
federations for foe tdevision 
rights of all their league clubs 
is compatible with EU 
antitrust laws or whether 
clubs should be allowed to 


negotiate these rights individ- 
ually. 

Again, granting such rights 
io individual dubs would 
jeopardize the current system 
of solidarity between rich and 
poor clubs, Rogge said. 

“If it becomes a jungle 
where every dub can negoti- 
ate for itself, then you won’t 
have a redistribution effect 
anymore,” he told The 
Associated Press. 


Invitation For Bids 

Sector Educational Project — Phase (II) 
International Competitive Bidding (I C B) 

Loan No. (3864-JO^ - WORLD BANK 

Ministry of Education invites interested bidders to participate in Tender No. 
{7I4J9T) R2-VICES & WHEEL BARROWS which is financed through the loan 
mentioned above. 

Eligible bidders may obtain Tender Documents at Furniture & Equipment 
Division/Ministry of Education against the payment of a non-refundable fee 
(JD10) and presenting a valid professional licence, starting from Tuesday 
September 22, 98 till Closing Date November 25, 1998 11:00 a.m. (local time). 
Bias shall be deposited in the Bid Box at the Furniture & Equipment 
Division/M.O.E/or by Mail, not later than closing time. 

Chairman of Special 
Tenders’ Committee 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Second floor, part of villa, with all facilities. 3 bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, 3 verandas and garden. 

Location: Fourth Circle area, Jabal Amman, near Rosana 
Rowers, Maiak Nasrf Street, nearby Al Mutanabi Street, 
Villa No. 8 

For more information, please call 
phone No.: 4641388 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 
— Annual Rent — 

Three bedrooms 
TWo bedrooms 

Location: Shmelsani, near Bird’s Garden 
Tel.: 5667862 - 079/50504 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Satnam Singh, have lost my Indian passport bearing 
the number Al 052566 in addition to other Indian docu- 
ments. Would greatly appreciate anybody who finds 
them contact me at the following address: 

Satnam Singh, P.O. Box 184091, Amman-Jordan 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Luxury furnished apartments with 3 bedrooms + 2 
baths + telephone lines + elevator, in a remarkable 
location near the Jordan University 

Call: 5353911 or 079/52392 
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A day for all the family at the 

ICS FOOD FAIR 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 9th October 

The international Community School, Khilda. 
Food from all over the world 
A grand raffle Children’s games 

Singing and Dancing Gymnastic display 
Gate prizes 
And lots, lots morel 

Adults 1JD Children 500 fils 

Contact the school for more information on 5521 070 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

“EQUIPMENT SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF 
EQUIPMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ENGI- 
NEERING PROGRAMME AT AL HUSN POLY- 
TECHNIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE/AL BALQA’ 
APPLIED UNIVERSITY” 

SPECIALISATION 

“WATER AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
TECHNOLOGY" 

The Jordan-Canada “Economic Development 
through Technical Skills Project" request proposals 
from qualified companies for the supply, installation 
and commissioning of water and wastewater treat- 
ment technology for AL HUSN POLYTECHNIC 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE/AL BALQA’ APPLIED 
UNIVERSITY 

Interested parties may obtain additional information by contacting: 

EDTS Project Office 
P.O. Box: 560 Ai-Jubeiha 
Jordan 11941 
(Fax) 5333895 
E-maii edteP.@nptiri,,gQy r jo l 
Proposals are to be submitted not later than 
12:00 a.m. on October 20, 1998 


The Economic Development through Technical Skills 
Project is Coordinated by The National Centre for Human 
Resources Development, Executed by The Association of 
Canadian Community Colleges and Funded by the 
Canadian International Development Agency 


Y.W.C.AVAmman 

Choir Singing - 

***************** 



The Y.W.C.A.'s 4-voice choir will be starting 
preparations for its Annual Christmas Concert 
that will be held December 7th, 8th, 9th & 
IOth/1998. 

The programme includes contemporary pieces, 
traditional carols, and Arabic pieces. This year 
the choir will be accompanied by a children’s 
choir as well. Rehearsals for the adult choir will 
be every Tuesday at the Y.W.C.A, hall, 3rd 
Circle, from 7:30 - 10:00 p.m. 

Any experience with choral singing would be 
helpful. 

For inquiries please call the Y.W.C.A. on 
telephones 4641119/4641793 between 9-1 aon. 

& 3-6 p.m. except Sundays & Fridays. 


Don’t Miss the DANA 
Breakfast! 

Sponsored by book® cafe 

• Taste this season’s harvest 

• Fresh from the Dana terraced gardens 

• Organically grown with no pesticides or 
harmful preservatives 

• And support villagers living by the Dana 
Nature Reserve one of Jordan’s most beau- 
tiful places! 

Try! 6 jams — plum, wild plum (qaraisiya), apricot, 
fig, apple, grape 

Eat: village bread with Dana za'atar and olive oil 
Taste! grape & apricot leather (maiban, amrideen) 
& dried tomatoes 

Drink! apricot juice, maleesia (aloysia) and other 
herbal teas 

Breakfast includes: cheese, yoghurt, lebani, olives, 
country eggs, grapes 

Time: Friday, 25 September 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
Place: Amman, at the Wadi Dana Shop in the 
Jordan River Designs garden 
Jabal Amman, Rainwbow Street, at 6 th left turn from 
First Circle. 

Buy your tickets now & reserve before 23 Sept 
at the Wadi Dana Shop - open every day - 
Tel.: 465-5346 

JD5.5 for adults, JD2.5 for children under 12 

• Take more home! 

All products will be available for sale 

Helping nature, helping people! 

This is a project of the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 








i2 News 


KABUL (AP) — At least ten 
people were killed when rockets 
blasted houses in a northern sub- 
urb of Kabul on Monday, the 
second day of deadly assaults on 
the Afghan capital. 

The rocket assault occurred as 
rescue workers were digging 
through the rubble of another 
barrage that hit on Sunday, rav- 
aging several ndghbcnrrboods 
and killing more than 50 people 
and wounding ready 200 others. 

Sirens of the International Red 
Cross ambulances screamed into 
the KhairKhana neighbourhood 
shortly after 3 pm local time 
Monday. The powerful rocket 
demolished two houses and 
damaged seven otber homes. 

At least 10 bodies were seen 
being taken away from the 
scene, not far from the site of 
Sunday's rocket hits, which 
destroyed entire streets. 

’T thought I was going to die. 
There was a loud explosion and 
everything on the shelves tell 
off," said Aziz Ullah, a shop 
keeper in the area. “Why are 
they doing this?' No one took 
responsibility for any of the 
attacks, but the Taleban is blam- 
ing its opponents, positioned 
north of (he capital. 

The Khair Khana suburb is on 
die northern edge of die city and 
well within range of the opposi- 
tion rockets. 

Opposition leaders denied fir- 
ing the rockets into the city and 
accused the Taleban of hitting 
the northern suburb from their 
positions east and southeast of 
the city. 

Neighbours used their hands to 
dig through die rubble to reach 
the wounded 

The Red Cross firmly con- 
demned the rocket assaults. 

Earlier Monday, a rocket land- 
ed in an open fidd while rescue 
workers dug through the rubble 
of Sunday's rocket attack. 

Relatives of the dead wailed 
and beat their chests as rescue 
workers recovered bodes, eye- 
witnesses said 

“These are my friends... All I 
can do is cry and cry" said 
Mohammad Arran 

The rocket assault on Sunday 
was the worst since the Taleban 
army took control of the capital 
in September 1996, ousting 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani 
and his military chief Ahmed 
Shah Massood 

Since the Taleban takeover 
Kabul has been relatively peace- 
ful ending four years of bitter 
feuding between rival Islamic 
factions that destroyed entire 
neighbourhoods of KabuL 

“It’s starting again. We thought 
that we had peace. 

“Everybody was hoping for 
peace,” said UDah. 

One of the rockets Sunday 
destroyed a two storey building 
and badly damaged seven other 
buildings. 

"There was a massive explo- 
sion as the rocket hit (be build- 
ing,'* said Bashir Ahmed, wbo 
lost three sons in the attack. 



10 dead in new attack on Kabul 
as rescuers sift through the rubble 

people were killed when rockets U.S., Iran find common ground 


NEW YORK (R) —The United States and Iran, 
at odds for almost two decades, are finding some 
common ground on Afghanistan, where neither 
nation wants to see the Taleban, an Islamic fun- 
damentalist movement, exercise sole control of 
the coun&y- 

Whfle coming at die problem from different 
perspectives. Washington and Tehran have 
failed in their policies toward Afghanistan. U.S. 
officials and analysts say. 

They are now concerned enough about the 
potential for a brewing war between 
Afghanistan and neighbouring Iran dial they 
have cooperated in a UJM.-Jed process that holds 
tire slim hope for a peaceful solution. 

The infomtal group called “two plus six" — 
involving the United States and Russia and 
Afghanistan's six neighbours: Iran, Pakistan, 
China, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan 

— is to meet late on Monday afternoon on tiie 
fringes of die U.N. General Assembly session in 
New York. 

The group has convened previously at the 
senior diplomat level. This time, however, for- 
eign ministers, invited by U-N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan, will attend, marking the 
first time in years that a U.S. secretary of state 
and the Iranian foreign minister have had such 
direct contact 

In the minuet of improving U-S.-franian ties 

— which is complicated by domestic pressures 
on each side — that counts for progress, U.S. 
officials say. 

The UN. meeting was arranged as Iran 
massed 200,000 troops on the Afghan border 
and threatened militaiy action in retaliation for 
the kilting of nine banian diplomats by Taleban 
forces, wbo now control nearly all of 
Afghanistan. 

The United States is sympathetic. 

“We have a great understanding for the anger 
and tiie extent to which the Iranian government 
has condemned the killing of diplomats- The 
inviolability of diplomats and diplomatic resi- 
dences and embassies is one of the oldest rules 
of a civilised society. The murder of diplomats is 
one of the most heinous kinds of international 
actions,” State Department spokesman James 
Rubin said. 

Privately, U.S. officials acknowledge the irony 
in such words. It was die decision of Iranian fun- 
damentalist students to seize the American 
embassy in Tehran in 1979 and hold 52 diplo- 
mats hckage for 444 days that led to the rupture 
inU-S.- Iranian ties that exists to this day. 

But U.S. officials say concern for diplomats is 
now a point of convergence with Iran, rather 
than division, and they are exploiting the point 

Iran has long been at odds with the Taleban, 
Sunni Muslims of Afghanistan's dominant 
Pash tun ethnic group. Iran, dominated by Shi’ite 
Muslims, for years has supplied logistical and 
military support to the anti-Taleban forces who 
have been frying to prevent the Taleban from 
consolidating their control. 

Amnesty International and the Iranian press 
have accused the Taleban of massacring thou- 
sands of Shi' he civilians when they captured the 
northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif last month. 


The Iranian media now accuse the Taleban of 
widespread killing, rape and looting in the cen- 
tral town of Bamiyan, a stronghold of Shi’ite 
opposition forces recently captured by the 
Taleban. 

Iranians are “confronted now with the real 
potential that they will have on their border a 
Sunni extremist base fui Afghanistan] with 
tremendous potential appeal to Iran's Sunni 
minority. This could be very unstable because 
the (Iranian] Sunnis don't like living in a Shi’ite 
regime,'’ one U.S. official said. • 

“So the Iranians see themselves as having 
failed to keep (he Taleban from winning and 
they are grasping around frying to figure out 
what to do,” he said. 

Largely propelled by Iran’s supreme leader. 
Ayatollah Ah Khamenei, a hardliner, there is an 
increasing likelihood that Tehran will launch 
some kind of military operation against 
Afghanistan, this U.S. official told Reuters. 

But US. perspectives on an incursion vary. 

Some officials insist Iran is too smart to get 
bogged down in Afghanistan — as the Soviet 
Union did from 1979 to 1989 — or to try to seize 
the entire country. Others see a protracted sce- 
nario, with tiie conflict drawing in Pakistan, a 
Taleban ally, and Central Asian states like 
Uzbekistan. 

The United States has strongly urged Iran — 
as well as Pakistan and all other countries — to 
avoid military action in Afghanistan. 

That is somewhat ironic since Washington last 
month fired missiles on what it said was the 
Afghan-based camps of Saudi terrorist Osama 
Ben Laden, tbe alleged mastermind of the 
August bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania. 

Apart from avoiding bloodshed. Washington 
has strategic interests in opposing an Islamic war 
in Afghanistan. Such a conflict could undermine 
moderate Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami, who has been receptive to better ties 
with the West, and could complicate the push to 
develop the oil and gas resources of the Caspian 
Sea. U.S. officials said. 

Also, the han-Taleban lace-off is awkward for 
Washington because of its friendship with 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, the Taleban s allies. 

Pakistan, whose prime minister meets 
President Bill Clinton in New York on Monday, 
insists it is frying to temper the Taleban but also 
fears that the Taleban is a “Frankenstein out of 
control, 7 ' one U.S. official told Reuters. 

Khatami, wbo is also in New York, was 
expected to appeal to the United Nations on 
Monday to pressure tbe Taleban to stop mas- 
saxes of Shi'ite Muslims. 

Tbe reformist president, who does not control 
tbe armed forces, which are under Khamenei, 
declared: “Wfe shall do our best not to allow any 
war between the two countries. 

Although its goal of a pluralistic, multiethnic 
Afghanistan looks increasingly unlikely, the 
United States is still pressing for talks between 
Afghan factions. “We don't believe any one fac- 
tion can- run tbe whole country." State 
Department spokesman Rubin has said 


Ahmed received minor injuries. 

Other victims were men sell- 
ing fruit and sweets on the road 
side. 

While hospital officials and 
the Taleban are reporting as 
many as 50 dead, the death toll 
couhl be higher because Afghans 
bury their dead immediately. 

Hospitals were operating at 
capacity to keep up with the 


wounded. Stretchers were set up 
in the halls and doctors in blood 
stained coats treated scores of 
wounded 

The anti-Taleban alliance is 
led by Massood and Rabbani 
and has been within rocket range 
of the capital for more than a 
year. 

The Taleban rule roughly 90 
per cent of Afghanistan and in 


recent weeks have made signifi- 
cant territorial gains, pushing the 
opposition out of most of 
Bamiyan province in central 
Afghanistan. 

It also has routed the opposi- 
tion on several other fronts. 

Last month it took control of 
the opposition stronghold of 
Mazar-e-Sharif in northern 
Afghanistan. 


Tanzania charges two suspects 
in American embassy bombing 


DAR ES SALAAM i AFP) — 
Two suspects, an Egyptian 
and a Tanzanian, arrested for 
alleged involvement in bomb- 
ing tbe U.S. embassy in 
Tanzania were charged here 
on Monday with murder and 
conspiracy to blow up the 
mission. 

Mustapha Mahamood Said 
Ahamed an Egyptian and 
Rashid Saleh Hemed a 
Tanzanian from the semi- 
autonomous island of 
Zanzibar, appeared before 
principal magistrate, Amir 

Manento, to face charges over 
last month's blast 

They were not required to 
plead because Tanzanian law 
stipulates that an accused in a 
murder case, which carries a 
mandatory death sentence, 
can only enter a plea when the 
main trial starts in the high 
court. 

Tbe lower court will decide 
whether the two have a case to 
answer and if so send them for 
trial in the high court 

The two were brought to 
court amid security by agents 
of the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and 
Tanzanian police. 

Hie blast on August 7 killed 
II people, all of them 
Tanzanians, and injured 72 
others. 

An almost simultaneous 
bomb explosion at the U.S. 


embassy in Nairobi, the capi- 
tal of neighbouring Kenya 
killed 247 people and injured 
nearly 5.000 others. 

Manento adjourned the case 
until October 5. 

Tanzania has decided to 
prosecute the bombing sus- 
pects in Tanzanian courts, 
unlike Kenya which has sent 
two men accused of planning 
the Nairobi bombing for trial 


in tiie United States. 

The two, Mohammed 
Saddiq Odeh and Mohammad 
Rashed Daoud A1 ‘Owhali, 
also known as Khalid Salim 
Saleh Ben Rashed were last 
anaigned in court in the U.S. 
on charges that they partici- 
pated in the bombs blast in 
Nairobi. 

An international manhunt 
with an arrest reward of up to 


S2 million has been launched 
by U.S. authorities for another 
suspect in the U.S. embassy 
bombing in Nairobi. Haroun 
Fazil, a native of the Comoros 
Islands. 

Tanzania is holding five 
other suspects, including 
Thomas Lyimo, a prominent 
businessman and the owner of 
a garage where the bomb was 
allegedly made. 


Ben Laden 'aide’ in contact 
with German Islamic groups 


MUNICH, Germany (AFP) — A man suspect- 
ed by the United States of bang a key associate 
of alleged Saudi terrorist Osama Ben Laden bad 
been in contact with Islamic groups in Germany 
before his arrest German authorities said 
Monday. 

The Bavarian interior ministry also said tbe 
suspect Mamduh Mahmoud Salim, had admit- 
ted knowing Ben Laden fait denied being the 
close associate Washington says he is, or being a 
member of his organisation or taking part in any 
attacks. 

Mahmoud Salim, a 40-year-old Sudanese, 
was arrested Wednesday in Munich, capital of 
the southern German state. 

Washington believes he is the financial brain 
behind Ben Laden's extremist Islamic organisa- 
tion, which it says was behind the twin August 7 
bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania that killed 260 people and injured 
more than 5.000. 

However, a London-based spokesman for 


Mahmoud Salim denied he had any links with 
Ben Laden. 

Sheikh Omar Bakri Mohammed, bead of the 
AI Muhajirun (The Exile) movement, said 
Mahmoud Salim “has nothing to do with Ben 
Laden and tbe International Islamic Front" 

A Bavarian interior ministry spokesman said 
the reasons for Mahmoud Salim’s contacts with 
German Islamic groups, whether private or 
political, remained to be determined. 

He said it was the surveillance of Islamic 
groups which drew tiie attention of the authori- 
ties to Mahmoud Salim's presence in Germany. 

U.S. justice officials had asked Goman 
authorities, via ImetpoL to arrest Mahmoud 
Salim, who arrived in Germany from Spain a 
week ago. 

Bavaria has stepped up security following his 
arrest. The spokesman said there was no con- 
crete indication the stare would be tiie target of 
any attack but it feared a possible reprisal for the 
arrest. 



U.* 


GLENN READIES FOR SPACE AGAIN: The space shuttle Discovery rolls to pad 
39B at the Kennedy Space Centre on Monday. Seven astronauts, including John 
Glenn, are scheduled for flight Oct 29 on the historical eight-day mission. This mis- 
sion will mark the return to space for Glenn, who was the first American to orbit the 
earth in 1962 (Reuters photo) 


Irked Swiss mull whether 
Netanyahu is still welcome 


ZURICH (R) — liked Swiss 
officials were still mulling on 
Monday whether Israel's 
prime minister was welcome 
to attend a business se minar 
after he congratulated the 
World Jewish Congress (WJQ 
for helping retrieve Holocaust 
victims’ wealth. 

In a letter to WJC President 
Edgar Bonfman that made its 
way into the Swiss press, 
Benyamin Netanyahu thanked 
Bronfman for his efforts to win 
compensation for Holocaust 
victims who alleged Swiss 
banks withheld their wealth 
after Worid WarH. 

This angered Swiss officials 
who say Netanyahu had dis- 
tanced himself from 
Bronfman’s aggressive efforts 
to wring compensation from 
Switzerland and its big com- 
mercial banks when Swiss 
President Flavio Cotti visited 
Israel in May. 

Big Swiss banks agreed last 
month to pay $1.25 billion to 


settle the allegations that they 
stonewalled victims. 

The foreign ministry in 
Berne S3id it was still examin- 
ing now whether Netanyahu 
was welcome to attend a high- 
level economic seminar set for 
late November that was 
designed to improve bilateral 
business ties. 

"The question we are dealing 
with is the coming of the prime 
minister in this context We are 
still evaluating the questions." 
ministry spokeswoman 
Yasmine Chatila said. 

Israeli Foreign Ministry 
Director General Eytan 
Bentsur spoke by telephone 
with the Swiss ambassador to 
Israel on Friday to offer reas- 
surances, she said. 

“Now there might be more 
explanations to come. These 
are going to be evaluated and a 
derision will be taken later.” 
she said, declining to say what 
Berne was still waiting to hear 
or how long it might take to 


decide on the case. 

A diplomatic source in 
Jerusalem confirmed a confi- 
dential letter was sent to 
B ronfma n within .the past 
month. 

‘This letter sparked great 
anger in Switzerland because 
Bronfman is not so popular 
there. They took it as an insult 
to the country and President 
Cotti,” the source said 

The later (fid not mention 
Switzerland, he said, adding 
that Bentsur had sought to clar- 
ify that the missive was not 
meant to harm Switzerland and 
that relations between the two 
countries were important to 
Israel and Netanyahu. 

Bilateral relations, normally 
good, suffered this year when 
Switzerland arrested a man it 
said was a Mossad spy during 
a botched eavesdropping mis- 
sion in Beme. Israel apolo- 
gised for the incident, allowing 
Cotti’s trip to Israel to proceed 


‘Over 13 killed in Algeria’ 


ALGIERS (R> — Bomb 
attacks by suspected Islamists 
killed eight people and troops 
gunned down at least five 
Islamists in a four-day siege in 
a forest southwest of Algiers, 
local newspapers reported on 
Monday. 

About 20 Islamists stormed a 
village near die capital Algiers 
early on Sunday and set off a 
bomb at die gale of a pro-gov- 
emment civil defence post 
killing five militiamen, the 
French daily Le Matin said. 

“Shortly afterwards, troops 
launched a manhunt to track 
down the assailants who fled 
into the woods,” it added, refer- 
ring to the attack near Legaia 
village in Boumerdes region, 
40 km east of Algiers. 

Le Matin said three soldiers 
were killed and six others 
wounded on Sunday when their 


military jeep ran into a bomb 
planted by Muslim rebels near 
the southwestern province of 
Saida, 330 km from the 
Algerian capital. 

Algerian media have repotted 
a military offensive in the 
region, a key Islamist strong- 
hold. where troops have sur- 
rounded up to 400 members of 
tiie country's feared Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA). 

Le Quotidien d’Oran said at 
least five GIA rebels were shot 
dead since the siege began on 
Friday. 

“We understand that there is a 
major military operation 
against the GIA in Saida, but 
the area is far away and we 
have no details yet,” an Arab 
diplomat told Reuters on 
Monday. 

Newspapers gave different 
estimates of the number of GIA 


rebels under siege with La 
NouveUe Republique daily 
putting tiie figure at 400. 

The evening daily Le Soir 
d'Algerie, which put the num- 
ber of the encircled rebels at 
150. said on Sunday that the 
GIA chief An tar Zouabri. 28. 
and his (op aides might be 
among them. 

Local newspapers have erro- 
neously reported that Zouabri 
had been gunned down during 
similar military operations over 
die past 14 months. 

One such report said Zouabri 
died in a major offensive near 
Algiers along with up to 140 
rebels. 

Le Matin said the GIA was 
focusing its attacks in western 
Algeria to fry to distract securi- 
ty forces’ attention from other 
regions where the GIA is 
believed to be under attack. 


Egyptian court orders woman 
scientist to have a baby 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian court 
has ordered a woman writing her doc- 
torate in atomic energy to abandon her 
studies and fulfill her husband’s desire 
to have a baby, the Al Ahram newspaper 
reported Monday. 

The husband had filed a suit against 
his wife In a family court in the city of 
Alexandria claiming that she had left 
him after five years of marriage to con- 
duct research at a university laboratory. 

He said they had initially agreed not to 


have children but he had since changed 
his mind. 

The wife said she had told her hus- 
band she could not become pregnant for 
the time being because she was exposed 
to potentially hazardous materials as 
part of her studies of atomic energy. 

The court ordered the woman to 
“obey her husband" in line with Islamic 
tradition. “The woman must give prior- 
ity to her family.” the court said. 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Microsoft Chairman Bin 
Gates, may be the richest 
American now, but a new 
study finds that Gates ranks 
only No. 5 cm tiie list of tiie 
richest men throughout US. 
history. The survey by 
American Heritage, found 
that the great titans of 
American industry — John 
D. Rockefeller, Andrew 
Carnegie, Cornelias 

Vanderbilt and John Jacob 
Astor — had amassed far 
greater wealth when com- 
pared to the size of the U.S. 
economy of their time. Sore, 
Gates' fortune of $62 billion 
looks pretty good now. But 
while fortunes have been 
growing larger oyer time, so 
has tbe overall size of the 
U.S. economy. Tbe list 
includes other well-known 
financiers and industrialists 
such as banker J. P. Morgan 
and automaker Henry Ford. 

Tourists visit 
baby Bill Clinton 
in Uganda 

KAMPALA (R) — More 
than 50 people, 20 of than 
foreign tourists, have visited 
a six-month -old baby in 
eastern Llganda named after 
U.S. President Bill Qmtoo, 
a local paper said on 
Monday. The state-owned 
New Vision said die baby, 
whose full name is> Bill 
Clinton Musa Kalighara, 
was bom four days before 
Clinton’s visit to Uganda in 
March. Baby Qintotfs 
mother Betty Naraugosa, is 
keeping a record of all the 
well-wishers in a visitors 
book, the newspaper said. 
Namugosa was active in 
preparations for the visit of 
Clinton to tbe town of 
Wanyauge, about 80 km 
east of tbe capital Kampala, 
where die president arid his 
wife Hillary visited: a 
women’s self-help project _ 

Madonna wants 
daughter to 
attend English 
boarding school 

LONDON(AFP) — 
Madonna is trying to reserve 
a place for her two-year-old 
daughter Lourdes at one of 
England’s most traditional 
and exclusive girls’ board- 
ing schools, Cheltenham 
Ladies College, the British 
weekly The Express on 
Sunday reported. The wild 
woman of pop has put her 
daughter’s name down on a 
lengthy waiting list fix a 
place at the $2 1 , 600 -ary ear 
school, which is renowned 
for its strict discipline, the 
paper said Tbe paper 
reported that Madonna was 
looking for a home in 
London and wished to put 
her controversial past 
behind her and become an 
English lady. Headmistress 
Vicky Tuck said “There is 
no reason why Lourdes 
should have any trouble fit- 
ting in. The fact that we are 
a boarding school could be 
particularly appropriate as 1 
am sure Madonna must 
have a very hectic lifestyle." 

Jagger takes 
Turkish holiday as 
world tour ends 

ISTANBUL/ AFP) - 
Rolling Stones singer Mick 
Jagger is unwinding on a 
family holiday in Turkey 
after playing in Istanbul 
Saturday for the last of the 
band's 1 07 concerts over tbe 

past 12 months. The veteran 

rocker started his break by 
spending Sunday night with 
wife Jerry Haft and one of 
their daughters at (h c 
Bodrom home of Ahmet 
Ertegun, tire Turkish 
founder of the record label 
Atlantic, the Anatolia news 
agency reported The Jagger 
family boarded a luxury 
yacht Monday to sail off op 
the Aegean Sea to a® 
unknown location. Jag§?£ 
55, has asked the Turkish 
paparazzi photographers 
who have shadowed his 
every move on tbe Stones 
first-ever concert in Turkey 
to let him and his family 
enjoy a holiday in peace. 
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